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Man ſuperior to Woman. In which, the exceſ= 


even to Superiority over the Men in Head and 
Heart; proving their Minds as much more 


as they do in Virtue. 
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A Reply to the Author of a late Treatiſe, entitled, 


five weakneſs of that Gentleman's Anſwer to 
Woman not inferior to Man is expoſed; with a 
plain Demonſtration of Woman's natural Right 


beautiful than the Men's as their Bodies are, and 
| that, had they the ſame Advantages of Educa- - 
tion, they would excel them as much i in Senſe : 
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The whole interſperſed with a yaviety of ith | 
Characters, which ſome of the moſt noted 
Heroes of the Pre A* md the Goodnels = 
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= HEN firſt I 3 to examin into the : 
real talents of my ſex in general, it 
was purely from a deſire of improving 
them in myſelf, to the full extent of the 
FS capacity I might poſſibly find myſelf 
: iel with by heaven. And tho' the prejudice 
I had imbibed from vulgar error falſly convinced 
me, that I ſhould find the ſphere which Women are 
capable of acting in extremely narrow; I thought 
it, nevertheleſs, a duty in us all to make ourſelves 
perfectly acquainted with all our obligations, by a 
full diſcoyery of the province of our abilities. In 
reality I don't yet ſee how any Woman (or Man 
either) can anſwer the end of their creation in the 
faithful diſcharge of all they ought to do, without 
firſt being perfectly appriſed of all they can do. 
Upon theſe. principles I began my enquiry; and as 
can with utmoſt veracity aver, that I enter'd into 


it without che leaſt PROP, or en to my on 
3 A ſexy | 
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12.1 
| . ſo J can n Wich equal ſafety tay, hat al the pre. 
judice I ſer out with was in favour of the Men: Tho? 

the honeſty of my intentions ſoon help'd to unde- 
ceive me. I was not long in my purſuit before I 
diſcover'd a much wider fairer field of female glory 
to expatiate in than I expected; and upon the niceſt, 
moſt unpaſſionate compariſon of my own ſex with 
the oppoſit, to my great aſtoniſnment, I found 
Woman by nature form'd no leſs Capable of all that 
is good and great than Man. 
Once I got the better of pre- poſſeſſion, 1 was 
thoroughly ſenſible of the prodigious advantage 
which education gives that arrogant ſex over us, 
and cou'd not help being provoked to ſcorn and in- 
dignation at the little mean arcifices which moſt of 
them practice to deprive us of the ſame benefit: 
But what incenſed me the moſt was to conſider the 
immenſe fund of knowledge, and uſeful diſcoveries, 
which their groveling jealouſy has by ſuch means 
rob'd the world of. If two heads are better than 
one; two thouſand enquiries muſt in courſe be bet- 
ter than one thouſand, and in all probability make 
=... at leaſt double the diſcoveries. So that, if it be but 
=. allow'd that the Vomen are equal in numbers to the 
=. Men; we may very modeſtly conclude that, at the 
loweſt computation, one half the profitable know- 
ledge which human ſpecies might by this time 
have been poſſeſt of is irreparably Joſt, through the 
indolence of ſome Momen in not exerting their 
_ talents, and the mean tyranny of moſt Men, in put- 
ting it out of their power to improve thoſe talents. 
The impoſſibility of concealing with any honour 
f ſuch reflections as theſe, which ſo nearly concern the 
whole human ſpecies, and more particularly my own 
5 injured ſex, was the grand motive which ſet me on 
writing the little piece I lately communicated to the 
public, under the title od Wouan uol Man, to 
AN. 
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it by all the rules of unbiaz'd truth and rectified rea- 
ſon, I reſolved to publiſh it; not from any ambition 


of commencing an author, as the writer of Man . 


perior io Woman wou'd ungenerouſly inſinuate; but 


from a diſintereſted deſire of contributing to the 

benefit of others, at the ſame time that I was ſeek- 

ing information myſelf in an affair, in which I was 
not vain enough to think it impoſſible for me to be 


miſtaken. I was not inſenſible that ſuch an under- 


taking muſt meet with ſome oppoſition, this how- 
ever I was fully perſuaded of, that whether what 1 
advanced was right or wrong, I had but two ſorts 


of adverſaries to apprehend, Wiſe Men and Fools: 


The approbation of the Latter wou'd be an infamy 


to poſſeſs $ and the Former, to act like ſuch, muſt 


either at leaſt tacitly give me their approbation, or 


confute me with ſuch inſtructive arguments as wou'd 
largely over. ballance to me the mortification of 


having expoſed my own ignorance. 


But it ſeems I have been groſly miſtaken, and in 


conſequence of my miſtake find myſelf unawares 


attack*d from a quarter I the leaſt expected oppoſi- 
tion from: It is one of your amphibious things 
between both, which I think they call a WIr. 
Every one will gueſs from theſe outlines, that I am 


| ſpeaking of the anonymous author of the above- 


mention'd Treatiſe, entitled M an ſuperior to Wo- 
MAN, who has taken abundance of pains to give 


us under his hand that he is none of your rigid 
ſticklers for truth and ſenſe call'd VWNiſemen, and yet, 


to do him all the juſtice he deſerves, lufficiently 15 


appears to be no Fool. 


It muſt be own'd indeed that this gentleman | 
wou'd have been a very formidable adverſary, Tag 


his ſtrength been equal to his courage, For m 


own part, I no ſooner ſaw his firſt ſolemn ſtrut WE 
A 2 5 wards 5 


Mc. | When I had finiſh'd, examin'd and meaſured 


. * ” * * cry as > als. » * Ly 
. Tg . ret oe rn ter — 5 — 8 - == — 2 — y 
P CE ET 82S -< oo. ro: - ay 3} 3 "ah ; 
— * * _ 2 we * 1 n N = 2 bo” _- - has a » A 
P my rat; ID — — en * 3 - K 
a — = Is "rs — 
= — 5 : _— — 5 Du; ˙·» RE l 
8 — . 8 r 
r © L _ ns dl 
\ —_ +  w | Ag . 
a — — — Ce _ : w q 8 — s 5 — — a ** 
4b _ — — . CIT * 


141 
whids the lis than I dreaded all for my ſelf and Sex, 
apprehended nothing leſs than deftru&ion to all our 
pretenſions, and was upon the point of ſurrender- 
ing at diſcretion, with a ſubmiſſive addreſs As you 
are big be merciful, But how great was my ſurpriſe, 
when I beheld at his approach the giant dwindle to 


a dwarf, the Achilles to a Hector, nay, the Hector | 


to a Therſites ! He has omitted nothing to ſhew 
himſelf a zealous champion of his own ſex, and 
as implacable an adverſary to ours; but then his 
attacks are as void of generoſity as his Zeal is with- 
out Knowledge, What thanks his good-will to ſerve 
them may deſerve from the Men, I ſhall leave to 
them to determin; but I am very ſure they owe 
him none for the manner of expreſling it: And for 
my own ſex I dare anſwer, that, however incenſed 
thoſe few may be whom he has painted in fo odious 
(and perhaps native) colours, much the major part 
ol us muſt be indebted to him for the eminent ſervice 
he has effectually, tho? undeſignedly, done us in 
his impotent endeavours to wound us. Had he, 
like the reſt of his ſex, remain'd ſilent, all the harm 
he could have done them, and all the ſervice he could 
have render'd us, would have been merely negative, 
and amounted to no more than a tacit confirma- 
tion of all I advanced, according to the common 
received notion that Silence is a plea of conſent. And 
the vainer part of the Men might have ſtill triumph'd 
in the trivial bravado, that their ſilence was the 
effect of their contempt for their adverſary, Where 


as by attempting to ſupport their pretenſions, with- 


out proper materials, he could not fail of corrobo- 


rating ours, ſince a weak defence is ever the ſureſt 


way to make a bad cauſe worſe, How exceſſively 
weak is the anſwer he has endeavour'd to make to 
my former piece I ſhall find no difficulty to make 
appear 3 and _y one who but reads that gc 

will 


1 
Vill be able to ſee that if he has not been able to 
make a better, it was not for want of inclination 
or genius, it muſt then be for want of materials. 
But where is the honeſty, or generoſity, in endea- 
vour ing to cruſh innocence and equity to palliate 
palpable fraud and falſhood ? As where is the wit 
in labouring to ſtifle truth with fallacious witticiſm, 
merely to countenance bare-faced oppreſſion and 
tyranny? Does he imagin all the Men to be fo per- 
verſe as not to be reaſon'd into juſtice and gene- 
roſity, while they may make uſe of the mean me- 
thods of fallacy and evaſion? Or does he take all 
the Women for ſuch eaſy ideots that they are to be 
coax'd out of their natural right by every fawning 


ſycophant, ſneer'd out of it by every word-retailing 


witling, or braved out of it by every wife- beating 
bully? No, I hope, he is miſtaken; at leaſt 1 
would believe there are ſome among that corrupted 
ſex capable of ſoaring above prejudice and paſſion, 
to diſcern truth and honeſty from fiction and fraud, 
and to give juſtice and reaſon the right hand of | 
_ uſurpation and fallacy. And for my own part I am 
reſolved to ſhew my adverſary, and all his ſex, that 
there is at leaſt one Voman capable of preferring 
truth to flattery, ſenſe to ſound, and who dares 
aſſert her right .in the face of uſurpation, tho? 
harden'd by cuſtom into tyranny : And if one is ſo, 
why may not all, or at leaſt as many of them as of 
the Men, be ſo too? T hey have underſtandings 
capable of proving that right which the generality 
of Men want the heart to acknowledge; and they 
have hearts capable of reſolution enough to aſſert 
that right againſt ſuch of the oppoſit ſex as want 
the ſenſe to do them juſtice. 
But theſe are truths I have already made ſufi⸗ 
ciently appear in my firſt Eſſay upon this ſubject ; 
and . has made chem lo trite that I "luſh 
u 
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bluſn to repeat them, was it not to anſwer the 
much triter reflections on our ſex, which my adver- 
ſary bluſhes not to make uſe of: Tho frequent re- 
petition has made thoſe reflections ſo rank, and 
reaſon has render*d them ſo obſolete, that the little 
modeſty which ſtill ſubſiſts among the more ſenſible 
part * his ſex has ſhamed them out of ſuch ** 
meanneſſes. . 
However the gentleman 1 re to oppoſe is 
not ſo eaſily put out of countenance, I find; 
reſolved to omit nothing which cou'd poſſibly 5 
| anſwer his purpoſe. of decrying the Women, he 
has ranſack d all the rubbiſh of antiquity, and 
plunder'd all the Men of note, who have in any 
ages diſtinguiſh'd themſelves by their manniſh ſpleen 
againſt us, of all the ribaldry they have ſo liberallyß 
| beſtow'd upon us. But of what uſe can all this be 
to raiſe the merit of his ſex, or depreſs that of ours, 
unleſs he can produce better reaſons to juſtify the 
repetition of their ſcurrilities than they cou'd bring 


to vindicate their advancing them? To make them 


of any weight, he ſhould have ſhewn the reaſon- 
ableneſs of them ; for till he does, they can have 
no other weight than that of voluntary aſſertions. 
And with me, nay with every one who will. be at 
the pains of thinking juſtly, every man, whether 
ancient or modern is a Cato, and every Cato a fool, 
as oſten as he advances more than he can prove, or 
believes more than he has ſufficient grounds for be- 
lieving. And no aſſertions unback'd with reaſon 
can be ſufficient motives of credibility to any one 
in poſſeſſion of common-ſenſe. Now I wou'd fain 
aſk any one of my impartial readers who has pe- 
ruſed the anſwer of my antagoniſt, what one ſolid 


reaſon, which can juſtify belief, has he given 


throughout that piece, for all the voluntary aſſer- 
tions of his own, or any of the authors he has 
quoted y 


r 
| quoted? And leſt I ſhou'd ſeem upon the catch; 1 
will even entreat them to peruſe it a ſecond time 
and till they can fatisfy me, all I deſire is that the 
ſuſpend their belief of any thing they find there 
merely aſſerted. F 
However the better to guard the candid part of 


; my judges from eyery ſurpriſe of fallacy, let me 
beg leave to attend them in the peruſal of that extra- 


vagant piece, a favour which no polite man can 
with any decency refuſe a young lady when aſk*d. 


The firſt method then which our author — = 


uſe of to prove the ſuperiority of his ſex over ours, 
is to overthrow what I have ſo fully proved in the 
introduction to my former Treatile, that all their 
pretended ſuperiority is only the blind effef of prejudice 
built on inconſiderate cuſtom, And how does he go 
about this? Why truly, to prove that cuſtom not 
to be groundleſs, he is reduced to the humble ſhift 
of pleading it's antiquity; as if any thing was more 
ancient than prejudice and error: But it ſeems that 


prejudice can have no ſhare in this cuſtom, accord- 


ing to my adverſary, becauſe, forſooth, it is univer- 


ſal, and I am challeng'd to name any one cuſtom 


as univerſal, as to place and time, in which man- 
kind have confeſſedly found themſelves in an error: 
As if too Man muſt needs be ſo beſotted an animal 
that he cannot be groſly miſtaken in one Wee 
able point without being ſo in others. And 
upon ſecond thoughts we ſhall find him but = 
much fo; and without attempting impoſſibles max 
oblige our adverſary with many inſtances in which 
mankind have been univerſally in the wrong. If 


we except Noab and his family, not one of all man- 
kind cou'd be brought to believe the poſlibility, 


much leſs the future fact of an univerſal deluge, till 
they felt the fatal effects of their univerſal error: 
5 Which error if it was not as univerſal in point of 

2 time 
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time as that of Man's tyranny over Winn, it was 
owing to the early extirpation of the whole race of 
Men who were enſlaved by it. For had the divine 
providence been pleaſed to ſuſpend the threaten'd 
_ deluge till this age, or the next; it is more than 
probable that mankind wou'd have continued in 

their prejudices till this very time, and wou'd now 
have been as little diſpoſed to give into the belief of 
tt, as the Autediluvians were, who were confeſſedly 
in the wrong. Tho” this miſtake then happen'd to 
be removed by the deſtruction of all who gave into 
it, it was equally univerſal while it laſted with that 
by which the Women are rob'd of their natural right; 
and wou'd in all probability have been full as uni: 
verſal in point of time, had the deluge been placed 
as far forward as the general conflagration is. | 
With regard to this laſt period, the errors and 
' prejudices of mankind are full as univerſal, as to 
place and time, as that of the deluge had been if 
put off to the like period; or as the pretended ſu- 
periority of the Men over us. From the beginning of 
the world -mankind have placed the conſummation _ 
of things at a prodigious diſtance off, at this time 
it is eyed from very far; and the very day before 
it will happen the ſurviving part of human ſpecies 
will continue in the ſame error we are in. Indeed 


if we conſider only the real duration of things hi- 5 


therto; we cannot ſay that as matters have happen'd, 

the ancients err'd in thinking the end of the world 
to be far off. But if we reflect that they had no 

more foundation in reaſon for their opinion than we 
have for ours; we ſhall be forced to own that the 
principles they reaſon'd upon were as much the 
effects of vulgar error and univerſal prejudice as 


ours are, or as theirs will be who ſhall be living at 9 


the time when the conflagration ſhall take place. 


5 And if . have been a few inſpired a 
from 


5 


from this univerſal error; it muſt be 6wn'd thae 
upon a fair average the exceptions are not more 
numerous in proportion in this than in the caſe 
of the Ante. diluvians, or of the tyrants who plead 
_ univerſal preſcription to ſubject us. Nevertheleſs 


it will be, 1 preſume, but a very barren com- 


fort for thoſe unhappy mortals who ſhall live 


to ſee themſelves as groſly in an error as we 
perhaps may be in the very ſame particular: It 
will be, I ſay, but a ſolitary conſolation to 
think on the univerſal prevalence which this pre- 
jadice has had over the minds of almoſt all man- 
kind, and in every age. When they ſee them- 
ſelves confeſſedly in the wrong, and upon the 
point of being abſorb'd in the deſtruction they 
were inconſiderately accuſtom'd to conſider ag 


ſomething at a great diſtance off; the antiquity 


of their error will appear to them a very ſorry 


excuſe for not having lived in perpetual prepa- 
ration for it's approach, as they, as we, and as 

all mankind from the beginning of the creation 
ought to have done: Conſidering that none knew = 


the day or hour, much leſs the age, which the 
eternal Father has kept in his own power, And 


is it not as ſorry an excuſe which my adverſary 

brings for the injuſtice of his ſex, in uſurping 
an authority over Women which they can aſſign 
no reaſon for, to ſay that it is venerable from 


the ſingle confideration of it's antiquity ? 


Indeed for want of more ſubſtantial arguments 
to render the antiquity of this unjuſt practice 


venerable, we are told, that it has been follow'd 


by the wiſeſt Law-givers, and approved of by 
the wwiſe-men of all ages. But what is this to 
the purpoſe ? Where is, or was the Man, or 
Body of Men actuated by mere human wiſdom, 
who cou'd ſhew ſuch a uniformity -in wiſdom 
[RED * as 
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3 [10 5 
as not to have parted from it in many conſi- 
derable matters? And to prove that all the pre- 
tended wiſe-men and law-givers whom this gen- 
tleman lays ſuch a mighty ſtreſs upon, acted like 
wiſe-men in their concurring to keep Woman kind 
ſubject, it will not ſuffice to ſay that they enter'd 
into no deliberate confederacy. For in the firſt 
place, if they did not conſult each- other; then 
it is ſtrongly to be preſumed that all their ſteps to 
that end were taken without ſufficiently debating 
upon or weighing the juſtice and prudence of 
| ſuch a procedure. And next, if they did not in 
| perſon combine with one-another, they may tru- 
ly be ſaid by their example and books to have 
combined with one-another in that uſurpation 
which their concurring paſſions agreed to pro- 
mote at all times, and in all places. Beſides let 
it be remember'd that their /aw-givers and wiſe- 


1 men, ſo unwiſcly introduced to ſupport a bad 
11 cauſe, were themſelves Men, and conſequently 

1 . intereſted in the uſurpation they are quoted to 

| | 1 aſcertain, What weight then can their evidence 

| | have againſt the rights and liberties of Nomen, 

Il OO which they had a prior intereſt in violating ? 

1 ä S0n0Fd' 4 tecewver of ſtolen goods bring the evi- 

"g dence of the felons he had them from, to prove 

11 them his property; ſhou'd we have reaſon to ad- 

11 T. oo 


11 I be caſe is clear, and therefore needs nothing 
1 more to illuſtrate it: However, for the ſake of ſuch 
as are apt to be prejudiced in favour of the An- 
cients, I ſhall hereafter more fully examin what 
weight their authority can have in the preſent 
ſubject, to counterpoiſe the reaſons which juſtice 
truth and common-ſenſe eſtabliſh to the contra- 
ry, by conſidering in what light their writings 
Uo og in at ue dip tg againſt 


ml 


againſt us ought to be taken, At Preſent let 


us follow my adverſary. 


The pacific diſpoſition of Winds kind and the 
| univerſal eaſe with which they ſupport their ſub- 


je& condition he brings as a plea to authorize 


the Men's unjuſt uſurpation of ſuperiority over 
them, and to prove that ſuperiority to be the 
dictate of nature and reaſon. So ungenerous is 
that aſſuming ſex! And ſo dangerous is it for us 
to ſtoop to their weakneſs in any thing! Our 


complaiſance but ſerves to make them more arro- 
gant; our tenderneſs more ſavage 3 and every 


| favour we beſtow upon them adds freſh fuel o 


their ingratitude. 


To vindicate their engroſſing the advititiges of ; 
education and learning to themſelves, they muſt 
be able to prove that monopoly grounded on 
reaſon; and to warrant them to ſay it is ſo, 


they muſt be in a condition to prove that they 


have never communicated among, themſelves thoſe 


advantages but to ſuch as were. ſuſceptible of 
them; never admitted any to ſtudy but ſuch as 


had talents for them ; and never raiſed to a pub- 


lick charge but ſuch as had a capacity for it. 


In a word, they muſt never have ſet any one 
upon any thing to which his genius, as well as 


inclination, did not render him equal: Whereas 


we ſee nothing more common than the contrary 
| Praftice, chance, neceſſity, or avarice, engaging 


the major part of the Men in the different ſtates of 


civil ſociety. Children are put to the trades which 
pleaſe their friends the moſt, tho? they ſuit them- 
ſelves leaſt ; one is hurry'd into the gown, and his 
merit ſtrangled with a ſcarf, who wou'd have made 
an incomparable beef-eater; another is dubb'd a 


phyſician, who might have excell'd in a Clare- mar- 


fat laughter-houſe or Oratory; a third is buried 
* in 
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in contempt beneath js character of a ſtateſ- 
man, whoſe native genius for making breeches for 
the public ſufficiently appears from his unwearied 
aſſiduity in pulling up his own; and had not a 
fourth been made a politician what credit might he 
have acquired in making ragouts, who has but : 

a ſorry hand at cooking Conventions. 
Wherefore do the Men fancy that we 8 5 
are leſs fit for ſuch employs than they themſelves 
are? Surely it is not nature, but manniſo injuſtice, 
which debars us from playing our parts. I do 
not pretend to ſay that all Women are capable of 
all employments; neither can the Men, forward 


as they are, have the confidence to make any 


ſuch pretenſion. No, all I intended in my firſt 
 Effay was to ſhew that, conſidering both ſexes in a 
fair light, it muſt be own'd that we have an 
equal aptitude to ſenſe and virtue with the Men, 
and conſequently an equal right to dignity, power 
and eſteem with any of them. But ſince the 
Men are ſo ungenerous, as to diſallow us this 
modeſt pretenſion, and the gentleman, my an- 
tagoniſt, is fo weak as to diſpute our equality 
with the Men, till we can ſhew a 2 
over them; I think it but a juſtice due to my in 
| Jured ſex to accept of his challenge, and to 
prove, what is matter of fact, that Woman-kind 
are not only by nature equal, but far ſuperior to 
the Men; which I ſhall not only make appear 
from rational theory, but even, to ſtoop to my 
- agverlary's method of ar Zuing, conſider in a 
Practical light, _ 15 
Our — ſeems to triumph mightily. in 
the ſcriptural texts he has produced to authorize 
his tyrannic uſurpation of authority over us. But 
| ſurely he did not ſufficiently weigh them, or he 
wou d have found how little * are to his purpoſe. 
. 


J 13) 


Unable to juſtify their ſubjecting us from any 


laws of nature, he has recourſe to divine laws; 


but happily for us theſe are as little favourable 


to his purpoſe as the others, which we ſhall ſee up- 


on a fair examination, The firſt law he pre- 
\ tends to quote againſt us is from the words which 
GOD ſpoke to Eve, in Gen. iii. Thy defire ſhall 


be to thy buſband, and be ſpall rule over thee, as 


our Engliſb tranſlators have render'd this tes; * 
tho' I think the Latin is Et ipſe dominabitur tui, 
which may be equally tranſlated, and be Hall . 
domincer over thee. But let the text be tranſlated 

which way beſt pleaſes my antagoniſt : Who does 
not ſee plainly from the whole chapter, that theſe 


words were not utter'd by Gop in form of pre- 


te cept, any more than thoſe to Adam, In the ſweat 


of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread till thou return 10 
the ground. And if this had been a precept it 


muſt bind all Men to eat bread at the ſweat of 


their brows, whether rich or poor, noble or ig- 
noble. All then theſe paſſages can import is the 


curſe which the ALMiGnTy declared our firſt 


parents to have entail'd on themſelves and their 


poſterity, in conſequence of their joint diſobedience : 
Which curſe to the Men was perpetual drudgery, 
and to us Women that we ſhou'd ſtoop our eaſy 
tempers to the ſavages our husbands, till we 
taught thoſe ungenerous creatures to take advan- 
tage from our meekneſs to enſlave domineer | 


and play the hectors over us. 
Our adverſary ſeems conſcious himſelf how 


little this text is likely to anſwer his purpoſe, 


and therefore endeavours to ſupport it with ano- 


ther from St Paul to the Epbef ans, Chap. v. 
where he ſays, Wives ſubmit your ſelves unto your buſ- 
bands, as to our Lord: for the huſband is the head of 


the wife, But the gentleman took care not to be 
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the preceding verſe, wherein the ſame St Paul di- 
rects both Man and Woman to ſubmit to each other 


raäeciprocally, ſubmitting yourſelves one to another 


in the fear of God. Whence his meaning plainly 
appears to be nothing more than that the omar is 
bound to obey the Man, whenever his requeſts are 
the dictates of Reaſon, or the fear of God: Which 


who can be impious enough to queſtion? As who 


can doubt but the Man is equally bound to com- 


ply with thoſe of his wife, when flowing from 
the ſame ſacred ſources ? But what ſuperiority is 


given here to the Men over the Women, which 
the latter have not an equal right to over the 
Men? If St Paul tells us in this Epiſtle that 
the Man is the head of his wife; he tells us in 
I. Corinthians, chap. xi. that ſhe is his glory, and 
therefore ought the Woman to have power upon 
her HEAD. Neither can what this Apoſte ſays, 
that the MAN 1s not of the Wo MAN, but the 


| Woman of the Man, without wretched trifling 


be wreſted to prove any authority in the Men 
over us, more than we have over them, For 
in the very ſame chapter whence theſe words 


ate quoted he adds, neither the Man without 


ihe Woman, nor the WOMAN without the 
Mau, in our Lord. For as the Woman is. of 
the Man, /o alſo the Man by the Woman: 
but all things in Go b. So that according to 
this divine writer, all the dependence which is 
in the one and the other ſex is mutual on both 
ſides, as both are equally ſubject to Gov. 
And yet what I have here ſaid to overthrow 


the pretended ſuperiority of Man and Woman, 


will by no means diſprove the ſuperiority which 


Ve have a right to claim over them. For tho' 


we neither have, nor pretend to have any ſanct ion 
4 from the laws of God, or nature, to found that 
ſuperiority 


1161 
ſuperiority upon, yet as no laws of either can be 
produced which diſqualify us for any ſuperiority 
our perſonal merit can raiſe, us to; and as ex- 
| perience has demonſtrated that, whenever we are 

poſſeſt of the advantages we have an equal right 
to with them, we generally make a much better 
uſe of them than they do, it cannot be denied 
that our perſonal diſpoſitions to what is good | 
and great are much ſuperior to any they make 
appear, and conſequently ought to entitle us to 
a much ſuperior degree of dignity. power and 
eſteem than they have any right to. 

The pretty whimſical flight of imagination, 
with which our adverſay diverts himſelf, con- 
cerning the creation of both ſexes, may for ought 
I know ſupply the place of demonſtration 

with the witlings of his own ſex, who ſeldom 
think any thing ſo convincing an argument as 
Prophanity. If I had leſs compaſſion than I have 
for che gentleman's weakneſs; I cou'd laugh a- 
long with him: Or if I cou'd think it lawful 
to be merry with ſcripture ſubjects; I wou'd 
make bold to retort his joke upon himſelf, 1 
cou'd eaſily ſhew him how very forced is the 
_ jeſt he labours to divert us with, and how much 
more natural it is to conjecture that Man being 
form'd a mere rough draught of that finiſh*d 
creature Voman, Gop ſnatch'd from the lumpiſh 
thing the few graces and perfections he found in 
it, to add them to the many he deſign'd to en- 
rich her with. And if he did entail upon her 
a rib of that ſtupified mortal, it was out of pure 
pity to him, that Woman bias'd by the ſympa- 
thetic tye might with leſs repugnance ſtoop her 
exalted foul to ſome regard for him, I will not, 
however, carry the jeſt ſo far as my adverſary 
nes: proper. to do. I am not ſo weak to think 


the 


2 ah — 2 ot 2 
5 nnn > 2 — 2 
— - - ; = 6 - 8 1 * - 
CY OE oi OO * — * 2 2 — 2 - DIEM 0 1 | a 1 ä — 3 
= "fu a or . a * — of 3 _—— 7" EE — Fl 8 bs * 2 -—— * — 2 2 * 
_- (Lon 3 - Gas — — _—_ 2 1 _ 5 * * * > oat 0 , 
— 3 : pr 2 — 4 4 _ . 
— 2 . 2 — = HT Bs : — Ss I . 8 * — — 7 
8 N 1 1 22 * . , | ; A | ; 
No MRI. . a : - 3 2 « 5 * 2 FEBS CS wn ntl — 7 — 
— od dj OT ant na 3 = : W_- * 2 3 n 
5 95 SRL EINE. —_ 5 * 5 . SY = — n T1 4 G 
2 2 Saf k OY 75 r A. . 
on, : N * 
ye” : - - n 
- * _ 


= - pp 
2 
7 . * * 
* 
ae 


© * — 2. 0 
= = A 
— 77 — 
—* _ . 2 © of = 
gs 


* 0 
N 
* 
Li. 
* h 
& be” 

1 1 * 

1 
* 

1 

N 

x 

4 i 

* 

Þ: - 

4 

1 i 

os 

1 

LN 

14 , 

78 

N 

5 17. 

1 

b : 

* 
14 
* 

| 

K 

RP... 

{ 1 
729 
r 
A 
2 
e 

Wi 

* * 

$45 | 

{IF 
N. 

1 

1 

WHEL. 

43 

i 

'E 

1 

* 

7. 
.H 
3: 

. 
1 
; P 
s 

% 

*« 
. 
iS 
488 
on by 
n 
1 : 
ls 
IF: | 
24 + 

: 

[1 

= 

* 

whe 0 
1 

A. | 

? 
3 

..3$ : 

: 7 

1 1 

A 4 

„ S# 

* 

1 

1 

1 

4 1+: 

14451 

«| >» 3 

i "3 

„ 

79 

$17 mr 

+33 Mt 

03% i 

*r 2 _ 

FF. 4 5 

9 

FR. 

N : 

794 

e 

19 1 þ 

oh "es 

* ied 

1 1 

338 

Thy | 

7 

1 

1 

FL 

«+18 Y 

«138 Y 

p 81 

5 

1 

5 
1 

4 > 
. 

14% 
* 


— — 
r 


K Fo oo Seen, PL 1 „ 2 
* — 

— gr — 
Rr 
4 — = 

Des 
1 Jr 

ag) „ — 


— 


S 
—— 


Sn . — 


1 
F TE 
K 
r = = 
3 — 
— 5 T 
* — 
— . N m 
l : YO al = 
2 > © . kh 8 * 
n . q 
IS 
— Ls - — 


S Re nab 
—_— 


4 n 5 
-= 


— 


* —— — 
— 3 5 
* ai „ o 
« 
LE — nn 
E 
3 


4760 
the Creator, in order to make Woman the com- 
| pleat being ſhe is, had any need to produce that 

rude ſketch of her, Man: Neither do I trouble 
my head whether the production of him can be 
juſtly deem'd a compleat creation in the ſtrict 
ſenſe of the word or not. This I know, there 
need but five ſenſes to compare them together, 
to perceive that Man among the works of nature 
is as much beneath the perfection of Voman as 
thoſe rude half. ſhapen blocks, which the firſt 
Egyptians erected into deities, were ſhort of the 
| beauties of thoſe maſterpieces of art which the 
ableſt ſtatuaries have ſince produced. And why 
heaven has been pleaſed to place ſo wide a dif- 
ference between creatures of the fame ſpecies, 1 
can beſt anſwer by retorting the text quoted by 
this gentleman, and recurring to that unſearch- 
able wiſdom of him who had it in his power 
of the ſame lump to make one me to bonour, and 


the other to diſbonour. 


It is a very poor ſhift then our adverſary is 
reduced to, to overthrow the Proof taken from 
her after- production, of MA n*s being rather crea- 
ted for Woman's. uſe than ſhe for his. What 
tho' St Paul ſeems to fay the direct oppoſit; 
yet it is plain from his own words a very little 
lower, that he was too divinely inſpired to think, 


Man as he was himſelf, that Yoman was in any 


other ſenſe made for Man than to be his glory, 
if he copied after her, as ſhe is his ſhame while 
he does not. It is ſtill true then, that the only 
argument Man has for his being created ſuperior 
to the reſt of his brother brutes, and their be- 
ing created for his uſe, is that of his not being 
created till they were all in readineſs for him: 
And it is as true what I obſerved in my former 
: * that if this argument has any weight 8 
mu 


Cap] 
muſt equally prove that the Man was made for 
the Woman's uſe and not foe for ii. This ap- 


pears ſufficiently from the miſerable come-off which 


chat gentleman is reduced to of denying the Vo- 


men to be created; tho' without being able to 


give any better proof than that of hot ſe- jeſt: An 


argument which, did I not ſcorn to retort it, might 

ſufficiently ſhew what wretched poor creatures they = 

muſt be, who are glad to lay hold on any eva- 
ſion capable of ſcreening them from the truths 


their injuſtice dare not face. 


Our adverſary, however, is honeſt enough to 
own that the Women deſerve ſome regards from 


s the public, in conſideration of the part they 


have in the propagation of human nature.“ But 
then leſt thoſe very generous creatures the Mex 


* that there is no reaſon why we ſhou'd be con- 


“ fider'd on a level with thoſe of his own ſex 


„ whom we bring forth.“ Nay, we are all to 


| be vilified, and ill-treated, becauſe ſome few a- 


mong us are ſo little like Women as to forfeit 


their native modeſty and continence, But if I 


may aſk a fair queſtion; upon A juſt and unbias'd 


computation, which of the two ſexes is the moſt 
notorious for lewdneſs and libertinage? If there 
are among our ſex, as it cannot be denied but 
there are, ſome few wretches (tho' too many by 
all) who are as infamous as this gentleman paints 
them; are they not more the abomination. 


of the generality of us, than they are of the Men? 


Are not we ourſelves the firſt to condemn and 
give them up? On the contrary, how few among 
the Men preſcribe any bounds to their luſt and 
brutality! Do they not openly glory in their ini- 


quity? Where is there one among them who, if 


he is not himſelf a profligate letcher, n to 
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DODbſer ve but Fiddius, the noble, the exalted Fid. 


bings he has been forced to ſubmit to, ſo little is 


keep company with another Man who is fo? Nay, 
o little are they aſhamed of the vice they ſo unjuſtly 
and baſely aſcribe to us, that the wretch who 
either wants fpirit, money, or parts to gratify his 
| Hbidinous appetites to their utmoſt extent, is forced 

to add to his real vicious practices the borrow'd 
- guilt of feign'd adventures, merely to recommend 

himſelf to the reſt of his ſex as a polite Man. 


Whereas the moſt notorious rakes are ſo con- 


vinced of the natural love which our ſex in general 
have to modeſty and continence, that, ſpite of 


all the vehemence of their corrupt inclinations, 


they are forced to put on the reſerve of decency, 
to recommend themſelves to our eſteem and to 
fave themſelves from being ſhamefully baniſh'd 
from our preſence, What horror, foulneſs, and 


confuſion, muſt not the world be over-run with ; 


were not Women in general infinitely more chaſte 


dius: What a rampant wretch he is! What has 
his youth been waſted in but an uninterruped ſeries 


of ſhame-daring purſuits? As if born to people 
a new world with vice, and ſtrip the old one of 
all the virtue remaining in it, he has let no 
modeſt Y/oman he cou'd come at, eſcape with her 


chaſtity untried; and has ſuffer'd no proſtitute to 


repent whom he could make an accomplice in 


leudneſs. His own ſex have no other way to be 
admitted into his graces than that of becoming 
panders to him: And no one of our's can hope 


or juſtice or charity from him, without purchaſing 


it at the enormous price of her honour. Above 
the fear of human laws he has often trampled 
under foot the divine: And ſpite of all the drub- 


he 


—— 9 — 
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[19] . 
he tamed that his faſcinating looks dart a rape 
on every innocent virgin he fees, no young widow 
can paſs him unviolated by his wiſhes, and no 


wife who has a tooth in her head can be ſecure 
from his adulterous attempts. In a word, all the 
merit of this pretty creature is ſumm'd up in the 
_ rapes, fornications, and adulteries he has commit- 
ted, which if they are not in reality infinite, are as 
much ſo in his wiſhes as his puny ſoul can make 
them. And yet ſo little are the moſt proſtitute of 
harlots obliged to his luſtful inclinations, that it is 
neither their perſons nor qualities, but their caps 


and their aprons which provoke his brutal appe- 


tite; and wou'd have the ſame effect if tied upon 
a baboon or a monkey. Nor is his luſt more uni- 
verſal than his induſtry in it. That he may loſe 
no time or opportunity which can ſecond his flagi- 
tious inclinations, like the unclean dæmon who 
actuates him, he has a band of under-fiends ever 
out upon the ſcout, and prying about in ſearch of 
innocent victims for him to devour. 
Captain Bluff is at the head of this rirtoe-buning . 
tribe. And none more fit for ſuch an office than 
ſuch a wretch, whoſe very features look the ſoul of 
ſin; whoſe pamper'd carcaſs, fatted with mangled 
innocence, riots in foul obſcenity and breathes de- 
ſtruction to the friends of modeſty. Virgins in 
_ cradles ſhrink at his approach, the baleful ſounds 
of his uncleanly tongue make infants tremble for 
| their fafety, and one leud glance of his can ſtare 
the chaſtity of ſucking babes into convulſions. No 
place fo ſacred but he dares prophane with baſe at- 
tempts againſt unguarded purity : No ſtew ſo 
common which he has not ranſack d to fate the luſt- 
ful cormorant he ſerves; and no vile method has 
he left unpracticed to gratify his beaſtly paſſions, 
which villainy could dictate or impudence ſucceed 
— in. 
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20 
in. Such are the wretches Fiddins loads with ſa · 
vours, ſuch the objects of his inglorious profuſe- 


neſs; while thoſe unhappy victims his leudneſs has 
devoted to ruin, are leſt by him a prey to want 
and infamy: Witneſs the hapleſs ſtill pitied Glo- 


7iana, who too unpractic'd in the baſeneſs of his 


ſex facrificed her perſon, peace, and honour to 
his unwearied artifice. And What was her fate at 
laſt? Why, if for a while he loaded her with al! 
her vanity could wiſh or his fantaſtic prodigality 
could purchaſe, how dearly did he make her pay for 
it in the end! After her providing him with feveral 
lovely children, after her having tix'd her affections 
and happineſs wholly. in him, after her having given 


up the juſt pretenſions of her high extraction for 


his ſake, did he not, when ſated with her, abandon 
ber helplefs and friendleſs to ſhame and penury ; 
and by a neglect, ſo much more keen as his extra- 
vagance of pretended paſſion had made her leſs ex. 
pect it, hurry her deſpairing ſoul to ſeek by haſty 
ſteps, an azylum from preſent miſery, in death? 


What horror then, I fay, what foulneſs and 


a confuſion, muſt not the world be over - run with; 
were there many Women vicious enough to match 
this illuſtrious letcher and his pander ! 


I do not pretend to palliate or protect the viciouſ- 
neſs of thoſe ſcandalous creatures who depart from 
that modeſty and ſpotleſs virtue, which make an 
avow'd part of the characteriſtic of our ſex, and 


dodught to be the ornament of both ſexes. I only 


mean to inſiſt, that it is as barbarous as unjuſt to 


charge the innocent part of us with their ſhame, 
eſpecially ſince much the major part of our ſex are 
averſe to their guilt and have them in deteſtation. 
And much eſs ought their irregular conduct to rob 

- os ſpotleſs majority of Woman-kind of the reſpe&t 


which is. . ae due, on account of the 
| virtuous 


L 211 


virtuous and painful part they have in the con- 


tinuating human poſterity, _ 


If among theſe there are ſome few odd tempers, 
are there not as many among the Men? If there 


are jealous wives; are there not many;more jealous 
huſbands, with much leſs appearance of reaſon ? 


Are there not more profuſe Men than Women? 


And where there is one Woman makes her huſ- 


band juſtly uneaſy, or ſpoils her children by her 
management of them; are there not hundreds of 
huſbands who are induſtrious in making the for- 
mer wretched, and the latter uſeleſs to ſociety ? 


I myſelf know ſeveral inſtances of this kind. 


Hellorinus is one: The only wiſe action he ever 
was guilty of in his life was that of marrying an 
agreeable, virtuous, careful and ſenſible wife; 


which, however, he atones for every day of his life 
by a thouſand means he has to make her wretched. 


For the firſt years of their wedlock he was as in- 
duſtrious to be troubleſome to her, by an extrava- 
gance of ill-expreſt fondneſſes, as he has ſince 


taken pains to load her with every ill uſage. The 


whole ſtudy of her life is to pleaſe him, and the 


whole pleaſure of his to torment her, If he is in 
a good humour; his manner of expreſſing it is by 
calmly finding fault with every thing ſhe does, 
or her ſervants have done, tho? by his orders: 
And if he is in an ill one; plates, cups, knives, 


or whatever things come Grſt to hand, are the ve- 


hicles by which he conveys his ideas to her. It is 
true indeed he will allow her a belly-tull if her 


back and her heart pay for it: For he forces her to 
keep a tolerable table, tho? he neither affords her 
money for the purpoſe nor the liberty to go upon 


truſt, It is not that Heforinus is really poor, but 
the tyrant's dear felf is ſo exorbitantly expenfive to 
N vg that 1 can illy ſpare his wife money to ſend 
to 
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to market, much leſs cloaths to appear in. And 
yet he can be generous at times: For notwithſtand- 
ing the late expence which a new ſuit of black, a 


mourning ſword, and other grief-trappings which 


the death of her father has put him to, to ornament 
his ſweet perſon with, he gave his wife Cother night 
in a fit of fondneſs three whole ſhillings to buy her, 
a pair of new ſhoes; and has promiſed her that 
| when the laſt gown of all ſhe brought with her 


from home when ſhe married him is worn off her 
back, he'll buy her a freſh one of ſome handſome 
fſtuff. For this tranſient ſun-ſhine the lady may 


thank a lucky accident which juſt happen'd to 
humble him. For ſuch is the daſtardly ſpirit of 
this narrow-ſouPd wretch, that humiliation alone 
can render him as meanly "tractable as he is haugh- 
"nv inſolent, and over- bearing, wherever the leaſt 

ſucceſs lights a link before him. In ſhort genero- 

ſity and affection have ſo little power over him, 


that nothing can make him act as becomes a Man 


of goodneſs or ſenſe, but what will make him afraid: 
Thus he who makes ſuch an inſufferable tyrant to 
a kind wife, wou'd make an excellent ſlave to a 
mercileſs maſter. 


Umbroſus is not of this fort of tyrants ; ; this gen- 


tleman loves his wife to exceſs, and I dare ſay is 


ſtrictly faithful to her. But well he may be ſo: 
For her perſon is a maſter· piece of beauty, and 
her ſoul is made up of virtue, ſenſe, and ſoftneſs. 
And yet if we ſhou'd reaſon by Ariſtotle's rule, that 
Every one judges of others as he fa himſelf affected; 
we muſt believe Umbroſus to be a very Fiddius. No 
men can approach this lovely creature, ſpeak to 
her, or look at her, but he thinks her virtue totter- 
ing. A kind of perpetual itching in his forehead 
makes him ever fearful of horns when awake: And 
no Turk or Spaniard dreams more of antlers than 


[23] 


he does. If his lady welcomes to the houſe a friend 


of his own bringing; ſhe has an intrigue in her 
head: If ſhe curt'ſies to him at departing z *tis an 


appointment. It ſhe is ſilent in company, there is 
myſtery in her ſilence ; if ſhe talks, every word is a 
 double-entendre, When by themſelves, if ſhe ſmiles; 
he fancies ſhe is contriving to make a fool of him: 


And if ſhe looks grave, it is for want of love for him. 
Her very ſervants ſhe ſcarce dares be common 


civil to: And ſuch is the fantaſtic delicacy of this 
extravagant admirer of his wife, that he once fell 
ſick of a fit of jealouſy he conceived againſt a fi- 


gure in his own tapeſtry ; becauſe forſooth his 


_ wife's admiring the beauty of the work, made him 
apprehend, that if that figure had been a real man, 


2 would have liked it ordeal to him. 


Now I would fain know, if one inſtance of 
like extravagance was ever ſeen among Women. 
'That there are ſome Women, and valuable ones 
too, who are jealous of their huſbands, cannot be 


denied: But then that, generally ſpeaking, their jea- 


louſies are too well grounded, is as much beyond 


diſpute. I don't take upon me to ſay that there are 


no mothers who contribute to the ſpoiling their 
children, by falſe tenderneſs and a fooliſh manner 


in bringing them up: And indeed if we conſider 


the induſtry which the Men in general take to confine 
all our ſex to a narrow way of thinking, it muſt 
appear a kind of miracle that all Vomen are not 
guilty of the ſame fault. Yet if the Men dared 


be honeſt they would find themſelves under a ne- 


ceſſity of confeſſing that, where there is one young 
perſon prejudiced in mind or heart by the tender- 


"neſs of a mother, there are many hundreds abſo- 


lutely devoted to ruin by the raſhneſs, whims, 
brutality, and ill example of a haſty, fantaſtical, 


ſurly, vicious fool of a father. 
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Ash be is one of your happy Men who faiherh 


were born before them; a kind of ſilver froth ex- 


tracted from the quinteſſence of city- lead; and of 
the number of thoſe wiſe creatures who think edu- 
cation uſeleſs to Nomen. Wherefore fortunately for 


his daughters he has left them wholly to the care of 

his wife, and took upon himſelf the education of 
the boobies his ſons, But what has been the iflue ? 
Why the young ladies, without ever ftirring from 
bome, by the example as well as precepts of their 
mother, and other uſeful helps ſhe has procured 


them of books and proper e are become 


compleat ornaments of civil ſociety. Their minds 
are as enrich'd with uſeful knowledge as their per- 
ſons are with charms, Their hearts are as fortified 
with virtue and noble ſentiments, as their native 
beauty is heighten'd by modeſty, eaſe and every 
winning grace. As if the world had paſs'd in re- 

view before them, they are perfect miſtreſſes of 


whatever is worthy obſervation in other countries, 


and no ſtrangers to any thing proper for ladies to 


know of their own. Toa taſte for the ſciences 
they join ſuch a happineſs in the ufe of them, whe- 


ther converſing or acting, as is ſufficient to excite 
others to the ſtudy of them. All they do has in it a 
dignity which ſeems to ſpeak a finiſh'd education; 


tho? accompanied with ſuch a facility as if it flow'd 
alone from unconſtrain'd nature: And all they fay 
is utter*d-with ſuch an eaſy eloquence as violating no 


rules ſeems above all. How unlike to theſe ladies 
are the coxcombs their brothers! Their father has 
ſpared no expence in the bringing them up; but 
has rather been profuſely laviſh -of the money he 
has miſapplied in their education, if it can be calb'd 
ſuch. Indeed he took care to fend them betimes 
to the Univerſity, and kept them there even longer 
; than was neceſſary for. their improvement: But at 


the 


Det 


[25] 
the fame time was more ſollicitous about the figure 
they ſhou'd make in their garb and equipage than 
in their ſtudies. And yet even 1n this his prodi- 
gality was without judgment. Extravagant to a 
height in every thing elſe he was niggardly to an 
| excels in the choice of tutors for them: And while 
he grudged not to waſte hundreds of pounds yearly mM 
to promote in them the ſpirit of luxury, he had not Ri 
the ſoul to part with one annual hundred to a gen- — 
tleman capable of training them up in ſentiments 
ſuited to the external grandeur they ſet out with. 
| Tinſel the elder, without ſeeing any thing of his 
own country was ſent on his travels into foreign 
ones. A gentleman of undoubted probity and 
verſed in the knowledge of men and books might 
nevertheleſs, by attending him abroad, have greatly 
improved him; might have made uſeful remarks i! 
to him, and, laying hold of every incident, taughr _ =_] 
| him to make ſuch wiſe obſervations himſelf as 
} wovu'd have ſerved to bring him home a nniſh®d gen- 
tleman. But then ſuch a tutor would have required, 
in gratuity for his labour, loſs of time, and the 1 
| great truſt repoſed in him, ſuch a ſalary as ſhould 1? 
| place him in a virtuous independence, above the — 
neceſſity of acting meanly, and doing pitiful things 
| unworthy the character he appear'd in or capable 
+ of injuring the morals of his pupil. Wherefore our 
| wiſeaker very ſagaciouſly pitch'd upon a mean-ſpi- 
| ritedhireling to attend on Maſter for forty pounds a 
- _ year. This fellow without genius or experience, 
| accompany'd him abroad: And as he had neither 
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virtue nor ſenſe to govern himſelf, it is not ſtrange 4 
| that he ſhou'd want art to keep the awe over his 1 
pupil, which is neceſſary to guard young people a 


from the vices and follies juvenil warmth is apt 
to hurry them into, It was not to be expected 
that a young fellow ſhou'd be under any reſtraint 


— —— — —-2———— — an abs 
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to a man whom he ſaw giving an unbounded looſe 
to his own paſſions, In fact, he ran into every 


exceſs of debauchery and extravagance: And the 
mercenary wretch of a governor, whoſe ſalary 


was too narrow to anſwer the extent of . his liber- 
tinous appetites, had no other way to render himſelf 
uſeful to his pupil, than to become an accomplice 
- with, and a pander to, him; that he might have a 
ſhare at free=coſt in his criminal pleaſures. Balls, 
Plays, drinking, gaming and debauchery were all 


their purſuits in every town they paſs'd through: 


Players, ſots, ſharpers and harlots were all their 
company; and Tinſel is at length return'd home, 
with a journal of moſt ignominious intrigues, to 


ſhew what ſucceſsful apes our Engliſb fools can be, 


when they undertake to copy the topperies and 
vices of foreign nations. Screw*d up in a pair of 


Paris-ſtays and an a. la- mode coat, ſtrangled in a 


ſolilaire, and daub'd over with point and paint, 
he ſtruts the very monkey in Gay's fable. He can 


liſp a little leud French, ſwear in bad Italian; 


knows by rote who are the beſt actors on the ſeve- 
ral ſtages, has a liſt of the moſt noted courtezans 


in Europe, and can give you one of all the inns 
where the beſt wine and eating 1s to be had be- 


tween this and Rome. Such are the glorious fruits 
of this young fellows travels! Without this expen- 


ſive progreſs, by the help and induſtry of ſuch 


another tutor, his brothers are return'd home from 
the Univerſity as compleat debauchees as himſelf, 
The education their wiſe father has laviſh'd ſo much 
money to give them has anſwer'd no one end, but to 
forward them in wickedneſs; they are as ignorant 
almoſt as when they firſt ſet out, in every thing 
commendable; and much greater fops than ever. 


If they had any breeding or ſenſe; the former they 
have loſt by what little ſtudies they 33 to, and 


the 


. oy” 
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the latter they have forfeited by the uſe they have 
put it to. In ſhort all goes againſt ham, and 

they againſt all things: So that one would be apt 
to imagin they had ſpent their whole youth, the 
one abroad, the reſt in England, in a ſociety of 
ſavages. All they have learn'd is the mere acqui- 
ſition of ſmugglers, which they either cannot or 
dare not vend: And before they can venture into 
the world, with any honour or ſafety, they muſt 
be forced to go to ſchool to their ſiſters for all the 
qualifications * to make them fine gentle- 


If we conſider this; ; wwe! is che mighty wiſdom 
theſe Men have to boaſt of in the education of their 
children; and what room have they to find fault 
with Women for their manner of bringing them up 
when left to their care? Inſtead of undervaluing 
our ſex for ſpoiling youth, they ought to eſteem 
us for the many we ſave from ruin. Inſtead 
of contemning us for want of learning, they ought 

rather to admire ſuch of our ſex as are poſſeſt of 
it, or at leaſt think thoſe happy who are without 
it. Since, on one hand, if they are thence render'd 
deſtitute of means to ſet off their parts; on the 
other hand, they are leſs in the occaſions of de- 
praving them, and notwithſtanding that defect, 
make quicker advances in virtue, wit, and grace- 
ful behaviour, than any of the oppoſit ſex. 
It is true indeed, that all our ſex are not brought 
up with the ſame happy care: But why is it? Be- 
cauſe, generally ſpeaking, few mothers are left at 
liberty to educate even their daughters as they 
e I am as much againſt putting a doll into 
a girl's hands as I am for ſubſtituting books in 
the place of it. And, I believe, were all Women 
miſtreſſes of their own will in this particular, they 
wou'd be of wy mind. But the malice of tage 
'D 2 Men 
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Men who firſt invented this pitiful artifice to con- 
fine us to trifles, and now meanly turn it to 
the baſeſt reflections on us, are too abſolute in their 
uſurp'd dominion to leave a wife ſo much as the 
choice of the toys to divert her daughters with, 
much leſs the means for their inſtruction. And 
for the boys, they are ſo much out of their mo- 
ther's juriſdiction from their infancy that it is much 
if they are not taught to ſhew her contempt inſtead 
of reſpect, as ſoon as they are capable of expreſſing 
either. Before little maſter is well breech'd, he 
is taught to lord it over his ſiſters; before he 
can well know what an eſtate is, he is made ſen- 
fible of being heir to one; and all the relation he 
is taught to conſider his ſiſters in, is, that he is to 
have the payment of their fortunes at his own mer- 
cy, if his parents ſhould die before they are of 
age. Nay, it is a hundred to one if he is not in- 
form'd too, that when his father dies, his very 
mother will be in ſome meaſure dependent upon 
his honeſty and good-nature. for the punctual pay- 
ment of her jointure, What great power then can 

the example or precepts of a mother have over a ſon 
thus tutor'd; even when ſhe is allow'd the liberty of 
_ reproving ? Tho! how much oftner is ſhe ſnub*d be- 
fore his face for finding fault with his unluckineſſes? 
Let the Men therefore blame themſelves for all the 
extravagancies which the minds of their children 
are filPd with from their earlieſt infancy : Since 
the caſe wou'd be quite different was their educa- 
tion left to Women, For it cannot be doubted 
but that thoſe mothers to whom it coft ſo much an- 
guiſh to bring them into the world, and ſo much 
care and fatigue to preſerve them in it, wou'd be 
in general as anxious for the good of their minds 
as they are tender of their perſons, and as ſollici- 


[29] 
tous to ſupply them with virtuous ſentiments, as to 
nouriſ them with their milk. 

But what honeſt conceſſion have we reaſon to hope 
| * from that ungenerous ſex, when their barba- 
rity can, contrary to all evidence, diſpute our good- 
will even in this? If there are ſome Women ſo ex- 
tremely weaken'd by their child-bed pains as to 

require a reſpit from ſuckling their infants; is not 
the ſuffering they endure exquiſit enough to de- 


ſerve the pity rather than inſults of our adverſary, 


if he had a grain of humanity in him? And even 
where this is the caſe, is it not with utmoſt re- 
luctance they ſubmit to it, and often merely to 
comply with the reſiſtleſs inſtances of a huſband 2 
Where then is the crime for a healthy young crea- 
ture, who has milk enough for two children, to 
take another to her breaſt, for the fake of gaining 
neceſſaries to ſupport an innocent babe which the 
| ſottiſh brute of a father wauld ſuffer to go naked? 
Nothing ſurely but an extremity of ſavage heartleſs- 
neſs could induce this gentleman to argue as he 
does. But it is no wonder he ſhould rail ſo un- 
mercifully at us, when he dares accuſe nature it- 
ſelf of a crime, For ſurely nature muſt be to 
blame to furniſh Vomen with milk merely to ſuckle 
their infants, if that milk ſerved only to render 
them ſtupid and ſickly. If thoſe children who are 
brought up by hand are wiſer ſtronger and] bet- 
ter form'd than thoſe who ſuck at all; then na- 
ture has been bountiful in vain, nay miſchevous 
in her bounty. And if all the Men who ſuck im- 
bibed a tincture of the follies, paſſions, and imbe- 
_ Cilities of the Vomen who ſuckle them, how muſt 
the Men come by the ſtrength they make ſuch a 
buſtle with? Have not the ſtrongeſt of them all been 
ſuckled by their nurſes, excepting here and there 
an accidental caſe? Or will they rather chuſe to 


paſs 


C 

paſs for puny poor things and fools than not have 
the pitiful ſatisfaction to lay their follies and imbe- 
cilities upon us? Let our adverſary then be as 
ſevere as he can, till he and his ſex are able to 
prove what they want not the courage to aſſert, 
nothing can reduce them lower than the place they 

at preſent deſerve in our love and eſteem but an- 


nihilation : Which the ſcorn, they will, I hope, be 


| henceforth treated with by all unmarried Vo- 
men, may make them the more eagerly covet, the 
longer purſuing vengeance preſerves them to be 
their own worſt puniſnment. But I chuſe, in 
©. the gentleman's own terms, to drop a ſubject 
“ ſo much the more diſagreeable, as we are daily 
«© made ſenſible of the truth of it;“ and proceed 
to examin how our antagoniſt diſproves our inte- 
leltual capacity to be equal with that of the Men. 
Our author, indeed, ſets out with acknowledg- 
ing that „ we ſhew a ſuperior genius to the Men's, 
in the buſineſs of dreſs; in the ceconomy of a 
<< tea-tablez in the management of intrigues; in 
the conduct of a game at Quadrille, and in 
plans of pleaſure, pride, and luxury.“ Indeed, 
with regard to dreſs, the Vomen have ſufficiently 
 ſthewn their prudence and ſkill, in laying hold of 
this little advantage in their favour. For obſerving 
the fickleneſs of the male creatures they had to 
deal with, and finding that external ornaments 
added to their native charms, and render'd their 
condition more ſupportable by making them ap- 
pear more lovely and dear to the Men, they have 
neglected nothing which cou'd furniſh them with 
new beauty and graces of body in the eyes f 
thoſe headleſs heartleſs wretches, who want the 
ſenſe to ſet a juſt value on their inward worth. 
But this inſtead of being mention'd as a reproach 
to Women ought to be conſider'd as a matter of 
5 a ; Panegyric. 
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| panegyric. And our adverſary inſtead of reviling 
and under-rating us for ſo doing, ought to ac- 
| knowledge it as a proof of our ſuperior ſenſe. 


Since if we are capable of improving to ſo ſurpri- 
| ſing a degree every the leaſt advantage they have 


the honeſty to allow us; how infinitly ſhou'd we 
not ſurpaſs them, had we the free acceſs to all the 


advantages we have 2 * to in common with 


: them? © 


And ſurely if the Mew are to ſtupid as not to 
have genius enough to manage the trivial affair of 
atea · board with a dexterity equal to 0475, can their 
parts be equal to ou in any thing? Nothing but 


2 ſpirit of cruelty can make the gentleman give us 
any preference in the management of intrigues, if 


by inirigues he means the contrivance of lawleſs 
purſuits 3 in this there are very few Women who 
take either pride or pleaſure: And the few who | 
do are no leſs our averſion in general than they are 


made a reproach to us all, It is too glaringly 
known to need any proofs, which of the two ſexes 


is the moſt faithful to the marriage-vow, and by 


ſhewing the moſt conſtancy in bearing with oppo- 
fit treatment, make appear the greater ſhare of 
. wiſdom and virtue, But perhaps this writer means 


by intrigues, the art and induſtry the Women often 


exert in extricating their witleſs daſtardly huſbands 
from many difficulties their folly and vice involve 
them in, and to free themſelves from which they 
are forced to have recourſe to that Womanly capa- 
city they ſo much affect to deſpiſe. And is he ſo 
blind as not to perceive that, by acknowledging 


the Men to be inferior in judgment to us, with re- 


card to private life, he ſufficiently ſhews how 


much ſuperior our talents are to theirs for the ma- 


nagement of public affairs? The ſuperiority of 


Tt genius he alone us at Ruaarule 1 is no leſs to the 
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diſadvantage of his ſex, There are many ſciences 


which require leſs time and pains to become per- 


fectly acquainted with than that, and ſome other 
games at cards, How much more then may not the 
Women ſurpaſs the Men in thoſe, when they avow- 


 edly tranſcend them in theſe? I will forbear, in 


pity to my adverſary, ungenerous as he is, to 
make any obſervations on the aſcendent he gives 
us over his own ſex in the plans of pleaſure, pride, 


and luxury, Since if the Men are ſuch intolerable 
dunces in their fayourite purſuits, as to allow them- 


ſelves inferior to ſuch of our ſex as tread the ſame 
paths in complaiſance to them; how little right 


muſt they not have even to an equal capacity with 


us in all that is great and good, which is as much 


againſt the grain to them as 1t 1s natural to us! 


Our witty gentleman ſeems mightily pleaſed with 


the invectives he heaps upon the malkin of his own 


ſex, he has ſo miſerably metamorphoſed into a Vo. 


man, by ſpoiling the exxellent original piece of one 


of the beſt authors his ſex has to boaſt of. But let 


him reflect that his calling it a Woman, and cover- 
ing it with a coif, will not hide the impudent empty 


Phiz of it's true owner, Indeed the great pains 
he has taken to ornament this picture ſhew his 
genius for making fools-caps: Wherefore I have 


too much kindneſs for the Men not to adviſe them 


fear it ſhou'd fit. 


to beware how they try any one of them on, for 


. If my adverſary has ſuch a paper-ſkull that he 


cannot diſtinguiſh between thinneſs and ſubtility, 


minuteneſs and delicacy, let me inform him that 


true delicacy conſiſts in poliſh'd ſolidity join'd 


with accurate proportion; in which as the organs 
of Woman have the undoubted advantage over 


thoſe of Men, it cannot without a mixture of 


weakneſs and obſtinacy be denied that our organs 


* 
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are more adapted to the functions of the mind, 


and our intellects conſequently more elevated and 


laſting than theirs. My antagoniſt, indeed, doubts 
of their being equally, and ys C6 perhaps the y 


_ < are leſs ſo,” But till he ſupports his perhaps 
by ſome appearance of reaſon, none but perſons 


as weak and prejudiced as himſelf can be biag'd by 
what he ſays. For to argue in his own way, let 
him anſwer me one civil queſtion, What induces 
him to think the Men endow'd with more ſolid 
laſting ſenſe than the Women? Becauſe their hodies 
are more hardy robuſt and bulky than ours are? 


Idle reaſoning ! The clumſy ſtrength of their awk- 


ward outſides is rather an argument of inward groſ- 


ſierty, and a proof of no other perfection in their 


organization than that of weight, which we do not 


diſpute them. But to imagin that a Man's ſkull. 


muſt needs be fill'd with laſting ſenſe, becaule it is 


| ſtrong, wou'd be as abſurd as to have thought that 


0 15 
Fa 


the mountains of ice which were lately upon the 


Thames muſt needs be durable becauſe they were 
thick: When let but truth and ſun- ſhine break 
forth, either error will appear to groſs for any, 


but a Man, to give into, 5 

What beaſt of burthen can vie with Merio for 
muſcular ſtrength? What inſect has a more trifling 
head or puny heart? To reaſon by our adverſary's 


rule, we muſt believe him poſſeſsd of reſolution 
enough to conquer a world, and wiſdom enough 
to rule one, while at the ſame time every word he 


ſays betrays the ſot, and every thing he does points 


out the coward, He has nothing in common with 
Men of any wit or ſenſe but their misfortune, the 
defect of memory, which providence mark*d him 


with, to guard us from his lying tongue. His 


gravity and mirth are both in extremes, and never 


adapted to time or place. The one renders him 
; SOT  Y 
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either Clently ſulky or ſnarlingly waſpiſh : And 


the other makes him noiſy, impertinent, abuſive, 


or immodeſt, His itch of appearing ſprightly in 


ſpite of his ſtars makes him exceſſively talkative ; 


tho* the beſt of his converſation is but a dull 


repetition of other people's wit, which, however 
genuine in itſelf, comes from him like ſtale ſecond 
hand coffee, without reliſn or ſpirit. In cracking ever 
ſo witty a joke he is always ſure to drop the kernel; 
and whenever he attempts to repeat a humorous 


jeſt, he puts me in mind of a ſtupid fellow of a 


water-man I once ſaw, who, 


after taking abun- 
dance of pains to draw his boat to ſhore that he 


might get into it, leap'd over it into the Thames, 


In dreſs, as in converſation, he is entirely directed 


by therules of abſurdity in every particular but one, 


that is, if I may be indulged a manniſb piece of wit, 


the covering his enormous noddle with a Tete-de- 


mouton. * The wiſeſt action he ever did, was that of 
ſubſcribing himſelf a minor for life, after having 
_ ſpent in Ieſs than two years an immenſe ſum of 


ready money he was worth when at age, belides 


erer — 


leaſt, his fortitude. 


| Horſe-whipping from him; 


encumbring his eſtate, which is of 0 thouſands 
per annum. 


The next to this was his be ing able 
to account for the going of ſo much money, all 


but the trifling ſum of about thirty thouſand 


pounds : Which was no very fooliſh thing in him, 
conſidering that players, panders, fidlers, and 


gameſters, who had the greateſt benefit from his 
Profuſeneſs, ſeldom keep a caſh-book. However, 


if you cannot admire his wiſdom, you may, at 


a time to a ſtouter Man than himſelf, to ſtand a 
and has nobly gone a- 
beging to | Ns own gate, in the or of a ſtrol- 

er, 


1 Sheep? s Mont; A name given to the little perukes worn by 


ſos ladies, who are forced to cut off their own hair, 


-A 


He has given ten guineas ar | 
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ler, with ſuch a generous anxiety to be horſe· whipt 


himſelt, that any ſervants, who were abſent enough 


to know him for their maſter, were as ſure to loſe 
their place, as they were ſure to be the moſt amply 
rewarded who abuled him the moſt, and ſhew'd the 


leaſt diſpoſition to miſtake him for a gentleman. 


Such is his induſtry to laugh, and be laugh'd 1 

And yet ſo ſtrange a fool is he in every circum- 
ſtance, that nothing he ſays or does can provoke us 
to be merry or ſad. His words and actions are as 
much beneath the dignity of a jeſt, as his perſon is 
below that of love or hatred. So that tall and luſty 
as Morio is, all his bulk and ſtrength are good for, 


is, to ſhew the folly and malice of fortune, in 


loading him with exorbitant riches, ns to rob 


the town of a notable porter. 


But, as my adverſary juſtly obſerves, one black 
feather makes no crow; and the character of Mo-_ 


rio would be no reproach to his ſex in general, if 


the generality of them were not guilty of as great 


follies. And if his rule will always hold good, 


that peoples genius is to be gueſs'd at by their 


company; what a motley ſet of changlings will 
not the major part of Men appear? what are their 
favourite companies made up of, but pipers, actors, 
jockies, fox-hunters, and gameſters, at beſt, and 
often of proſtitutes, ſots, and debauchees? What 
are their places of rendezvous but bear- gardens, 


cock- pits, gaming: tables, taverns, and ſtews? 
And what are their darling topics of converſation 

but racing, ſporting, gaming, drinking, and riot? 
How often are our ears ſtun'd by them with this 


kind of impertinencies! Not the averſion they 


know we have for ſuch empty nonſenſe can hin- 


der them from perpetually entertaining us with it. 


Will all the contempt we ſhew for miſs Prela- | 
tino make him leſs buſy to buzz his empty non- 
'BD 2 Fea | 
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ſenſe in our unattentive ears? YH we are ſilent; he'll 
aſk us impertinent queſtions : If we return no an- 
FX, ſwer, he will coin one for us; and with a ſimper- 
ing ſilly face quote us for the authors of the goſ- 
ſip's tale he whiſpers to the next lady he viſits, 
He can extract her lady ſhip's meaning from the 
dreſs ſhe has on; can gueſs who and who are to 
be married, by the necklace of one, and the golden- 
| headed cane of another; and can tell who and who 
are at odds, by the quantity of ſnuff miſs Such. a- 
one took laſt night at the play, the number of 
flirts her grace gave her fan, in the drawing- room, 
and the many times lady Betty and, miſs Fanny 
rodded their heads, whiſper*d together, and look'd, 
the lord knows how, upon the honourable Mrs 
Somebody. No undertaker has earlier informations 
of deaths, no milliner has ſpeedier intelligence of 
the birth of a new mode, and no wholeſale haber- 
daſher of ſmall news has quicker accounts of town- 
chat, than he has, nor is half ſo induſtrious in 
vending his ſtock. How then ſhall we avoid this 
inundation of froth, which is ever at our heels? 
| To affront him we are too well bred ; to laugh at 
him we have too much pity; and to look grave, 
as Mr. Pope happily expreſſes it, exceeds all power 
of face. As therefore it is paſt his {kill to be filent, 
and paſt our's to be attentive, what have we to do 
- with ſuch a filly creature, but either in complaiſance 
to him, to laugh, look filly with him, and ler 
bim run on; or, in compaſſion to ourſelves, to 
wedge him to a Quadrille- table, where we may, at 
leſs coſt to our patience, Joſe our money to him 
and pay it, or win his and not take it? But muſt 
we therefore be accountable for his follies, or be 
thought fools ourſelves, becauſe he is a fop we 
can get rid of? If he will prim up his mouth 
to mimic us; if he will PK on our ſofter manners; 


if 


TE 


if he will dreſs as much like a lady as parliament 


will permit him; have we any legiſlative power to 


Check him? No, all we can do is to contemn and 
divert ourſelves with him, and all ſuch fools as 
want the manhood to keep up to the dignity of 


their own ſex, and grace to copy the better quali- 


. of ours: Their incapacity of reaching which 
is plain to be ſeen in that vanity which makes 
| ow ſo aſſiduous in pilfering, however unſucceſs- . 


fully, our moſt trivial talents. 


So if lord Thimble prefers our company to the 
Men's, let them blame themſelves for it, but not 


fall out with us. It is neither likeneſs nor ſympa- 


thy makes him take refuge among us. He has no 
more of the Woman in him than he has of the 
Man: But a kind of ſpecies in himſelf of no one 
ſex, he has juſt ſenſe enough to diſtinguiſh which 
of the two ſexes have the moſt temper and maſ- 
tery over their paſſions to bear with him. And 
would it not be. quite barbarous, as well as unpo- 
lite, not to bear with a poor good-natured inoffen- 
five thing, and a lord too? Eſpecially ſince he is 


not without his uſes, But for him, we ſhould per- 


haps never have thought of the advantages of a 


working aſſembly. Beſides how convenient is it, 


as well as pretty, to have a nobleman, who under- 


ftands the buſineſs of a tea-board, to take that 


trouble off our hands, while we mind our knitting! 


If we read a play to him, he knots a petticoat for 
us: And if we ſhew him ſome degree of conde- 
ſcendence, he pays us no leſs a degree of gratitude. 


Beſides the perfection to which he is ſtudying to 
bring the ſcience of needle-work, for our improve- 


ment, he is drawing up a bill to bring i into the houſe, 
to oblige all the firting members to knot for their 


wives, while the reſt are ſpeaking : Which, if it 
thould paſs, will contribute no leſs to the eaſe of 


our 
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our fingers than the ornament of our toilets. How- 
_ ever, little as he is obliged to the Men, to render 


this extraordinary genius as beneficial to that ſex 


as to our own, as ſoon as ever he has finiſh'd the 


weighty buſineſs he is about, I deſign, as I am a 


ſort of favorite with him, to ſet him upon writing 

a Treatiſe on the ART of Fencing with a 
NE EDLE. As he is quite maſter of the ſubject; 
I make no doubt but the piece will meet with uni- 
verſal approbation, and ſave a great deal of harm- 
leſs blood, ſhou'd our war with the Spaniards be 
purſued for any time with the ſame warmth it is 
now carried on with. So induſtrious are Women 
to extract public benefit from the otherwiſe moſt 
uſeleſs fops they are forced to admit into their 
company. Inſtead then of being reproach'd with 
their follies, we are rather entitled to the thanks 
of the public in general: Eſpecially ſince it is not 


from any pleaſure we take in the converſation of | 
ſuch empty creatures, but from the neceſſity which 


the general inſipidneſs of the Men reduces us to, 
of converſing with coxcombs, ſots, or Kknaves, if 
we converſe with any of the ſex. 


Our adverſary then had little room to triumph 
over us, for keeping fools company, or to attri- 
bute to any liking of ours what is the mere effect 
of our good nature and pity. However, if he 
will have it that none but birds of a feather aſſo- 
ciate, and that we are fools, becauſe we keep com- 
pany with ſuch, what will he make of the generali- 


ty of Men, among whom almoſt all of any worth 
or note have been fignal for their courting our con- 


verſation? He is pleaſed to warn us, that “ it 
will be to little purpoſe for me to quote him 


de illuſtrious names of the wits of all ages, who 
have admired the Women,” and been done juſtice 


by them. But ſurely it will not be to as little pur- 
poſe 


15391 


poſe to quote them to all other Men, unleſs all 
are as void of candour and ſolidity as himſelf: 

Which I am far from believing. My adverſary 
is certainly out, in ſaying the polite, the witty 
« Anacreon met with nothing but contempt from 


e our ſex. On the contrary, he was honour'd 
with the regards of the greateſt ladies at Samos, 
and all he complains of is the univerſal virtue he 


found among them, which obſtructed his vicious 


| gallantry. The charges of Theocritus are of the 
ſame kind; and if Ovid and Horace have rail'd at 
ſome Women for their infidelity to them, their own 


writings prove them to have ſet the example; both 


admire the good, as much as they belpatter the 
bad; and the latter allows excellencies in ma- 
ny, and ſings Palinodia to one whom he had wrong- 


fully aſperſed. And why may he not as well be 
believed, when he does juſtice to injured merit 


and innocence, as when he abuſes ſome for their 


being as wanton as himſelf, and inſults others for 


being too old for his debauch'd taſte to be faithful 
to any longer? Or rather why ſhould he be be- 
lieved in what he ſays againſt any of our ſex, who 
has ſubſcribed himſelf, upon record, the baſe ca- 
lumniator of one virtuous Woman? Can it be ſup- 
poſed that Horace, who had ſuch a luſt of fame, 
- would have ſubſcrib'd to a lye, to record himſclt 


to poſterity an infamous forger of ſlander ? 

Our adverſary might have ſpared himſelf the 
great pains he has taken to invent a diſtribution of 
time for us; which is too ſenſeleſs to fill the life 
of many Women. That modeſty, which keeps us 


from prying into the indecencies of the Men, ſut- 
fers me not to oblige him with a return. But 
wou'd this prying gentleman look into the purſuits 


which fill up their days and weeks, what a circle 


of 
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'of vice and-folly might he not diſcover! And whe 
abundance of miſ-placed invectives gt he not 
: excuſe himſef from! 


Thoſe invectives, indeed, have: as little real 2 


5 force to diminiſh the ſuperior merit of my ſex, 
as his compliment to myſelf have power to af. 
fect me with Vanity. Mean as the notion he en- 

tertains of Women is, I am Woman enough to pre- 
; fer his falfe cenſure to his infidious phage 


The whole artilÞ'ry of tbe terms of war, 5 
And (all thoſe plagues in one) the bawling bar : 
Theſe I cou'd bear; but not a Thing ſo civil, 
 Whaſe tongue will complement you to the devil, 
With royal favourites in flatPry vie. 
And Oldmixon and Burnet both out- lie. 
Hie ſpies me out: But tell me, gracious Godt 
What fin of mine cou'd merit ſuch a nod? 
That all the ſhot of dulneſs now muſt be 


From this his N diſcharged on me? 
5 Porz Dr Donne. 


Loet our adverſary and his: ſex then reſerve 


their compliments for ſuch unhappy creatures as 
are reduced to the infamous neceſſity of wanting 
them; and be aſſured, that if all Vomen are of my 


mind; all their flattery to us will meet with a due 
ſcorn, till they ſhew ſome honeſty in reſtoring us 


to the power dignity and eſteem, we have a natural, 


equal, nay, ſuperior right to. In the mean time 
let us ſee what arguments our author uſes in 


his attempts to diſprove that right. 


What I have before faid will ſuffice to ſhew 
how little ſuccour our antagoniſt can expect from 


any of the texts of ſcripture hitherto quoted by 
him: And a very few words more will ſerve to con- 


vince the honeſt part of his ſex, how little reaſon he 


has 


411 


has t6 expe& favour from any part of it. The 


whole ſacred ſcriptures are full of encomiums on 


dur ſex: and afford many inſtances of Women go- 
verning nations, and greatly governing them. Da- 


vid, a Man according to Go p's own heart, is well 


known to have been a conſtant admirer of the Vo. 
men to his death: Nor can it be ſaid his ſtudy of 
them was not ſufficiently extenſive to know them 
1 3 wah Solomon his Ton, wiſe as he was with 


ſpired knowledge, thought it no ſtooping of his 


: wiſtom to have the greateſt regard tor Women. 
And even Eccleſi aſticus, whom my adverſary has 
| the courage to quote, is full of ſublime praiſes of 
 Woman-kind, Nay, in the very paſſage this gen- 


tleman hints at, he ſays, Haſt thou a wife after thy 


mind? Porſake her not: but give not thyſelf over to a 
light woman. All then which this writer ſays a- 


gainſt bad Vomen hinders him not from doing 


juſtice to the good, or owning that there are 200d : 


Women ; nay, and wiſe ones too. For in the very ſame 


chapter he poſitively ſays, Forego not a WISE and 


| GOOD WOMAN, for ber grace is above gold. What 
{ then could infatuate this enemy to our ſex to ſend 


us to a paſſage ſo much in our favour? The text 


of Micah is level'd no more at Women than Men; 
but at the general corruption of the Fews of his 
time, which was ſuch, that the father was not ſafe 
with his ſon, the mother with her daughter, nor 
the friend with his friend; and the prophet ſub- 


Joins that a Man's enemies are the MEN of his own 


_ houſe, But how does this affect Woman more than 


Man? Or what advantage can our adverſary hope 
to draw from ſcripture, till he finds ſomething 


more to the purpoſe? - 

The Men lay a mighty ſtreſs on the laws concern- 
ing Women; and becauſe, hood - wink'd by cuſtom, 
oy blindly conceit that they are infallible decrees 


Which 


- . 3%. fn 
; TORTS r * I > 
. F — — — mo es 242 . 3 
. . 2 A — IT — 8 — L > n * 3 
n * ——— vo - 5 * = TL <4 3 V — —_ * 1 PIR oe og 2 > eee aa pow S OS -— 
1 a 2 3 foe. _—_ — - , — 2 — - a oa SITE - — 2 : * — a * * 8 Fa —_ _— . — 
3 : 8 * ” of 2 : * 3 — 1 — . 7 - 1 a . * wah — v4 * K 8 1 3 2 F 
N , 8 —ͤ F 8 * * _ "a — —_— — p D * — = 3 X r — — — —_—_— 
A DS ee oa TOE FRO - : — ag — nn, . ; | = EI 5 
— x a * wary bi IE AE +9 21 — 2 — 1 — — — k ire "Ip oY 
— J of, 1 : 4 . . K <477>6t8 A . Cl, Foes wy Jay * 1 5 2 — — wipe + 1 3 " - 
—_—— * og c e > of p = 4. — 8 eo — 5 * re 5 0 r * 33 — ans M6, i. 
> op gat —_— a —— K 7 * . - - . 
ww, . * P S 88 - . —_— 2 - — — 5 * e „ 2 


Fl. 
5 
FE 
BY 
1 
«4 * 
"Ns 
5 

+ 


3 nn 
ys — — — RR ret om a 4 „ 
n 
EOS 


* 2 et 
— * . S562 
N yo "I" f - re wthnt 4 — *: 
r r 
— „„ = En * 


2 


[ 42 ] 

which ſecure to every one their right, they as 
fooliſhly conclude that nature had a hand in the 
| traming thoſe laws which exclude us from power 
dignities and public offices, But how ſtrangely 
ſhould I puzzle them was ] to preſs them hard upon 
this article, and oblige them to explain, in a man- 


in this caſe, and how it impower'd the Men to 
make ſuch laws without conſulting the Women ! 
The law-givers were Men themſelves ; and there- 
fore no wonder they ſhould favour their own ſex. 
Had the Women been in their place, they might 
poſſibly have done the ſame: Tho? their natural 
_ propenſity to juſtice and generoſity renders it high- _ 
ly improbable. But does the advantage the Men 
have laid hold of juſtify their uſurpation? No: 
They themſelves acknowledge dependence and 
ſervitude to be contrary to the deſign of nature, 
which made all Mankind equal. ' Dependence 3 in 
itſelf is a mere civil reſtraint introduced by chance 
lorce or cuſtom, and ought rationally to affect 
none but children, and that only till an age when 
they are capable of governing themſelves. And if 
they lay aſide for a minute the laws of their own 
making, they'll find it a difficult taſk to prove why 
a //oman ſhou'd obey her huſband any more than 
be his wife, The Woman has, generally ſpeaking, 
at leaſt as much and often more wit and diſcretion 
than the Man; and it the ought to obey him when 
what he ſpeaks is reaſonable ; there is no ſolid rea- 
ſon can be aſſign'd why he ſhould not obey her 
when what ſhe ſays is ſo: Unleſs my adverſary. 
pleaſes to recur to the old plea, the law of the 
ſtronger. 
Next to the authors of Holy Mit, 1 bare the 
profoundeſt veneration for thoſe pious Divines and 
Falbers, who have taken ſo much pains to illuſtrate 


it 
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ner to be underſtood, what they mean by nature 
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it with their learned comments. Yet I do not 
think myſelf obliged to believe all they fay with 
the ſame implicit faith as I do the ſcriptures, eſpe- 


_ cially where I ſee them carried away by popular 


prejudice to favour a cauſe themſelves are parties 


in, and without being able to aſſign a reaſon for 
what they advance. Ir no ways concerns Chriſtian 
faith, whether Women are qualified to govern or 
not: And therefore it wou'd be no great wonder 


that any of thoſe reverend writers ſhou'd err in 
their opinion concerning it: 


to quote upon us, out of their works, are far from 


being ſo diſadvantageous to us, as he would have 
his readers believe; of which he himſelf ſeems 


conſcious, by his having recourſe to the mean arti- 
fice of unfairly tranſlating them. 


St Auguſtin does not ſo much as inſinuate in the 


text quoted by our author, that the Vomen are un- 
fit to govern, to teach, or to teſtify: 


ſuppoſed to be forbidden by thoſe to exerciſe any 
government: His expreſs words are, A Woman 


cannot exerciſe the office of teaching, appear as an 
evidence, nor even declare her opinion, how much le. 


then can ſhe give laws to an empire. *Tis one thing 


to fay that Women are diſqualified from power and ” 
public offices by laws, another to ſay they are na- 


turally unfit for them. Now this Father does not 


ſo much as hint the latter; and tho? he does tell us 


what the Women are reduced to by the laws of 
uſurpation, he does not take upon him to juſtify 


| thoſe laws. Indeed in the ſecond paſſage he ſeems 


to inſinuate ſomething like it. But when he ſays, 


that „ natural order among mankind requires that 


F 2 e at... 


Since all their inſpira- 
tion related only to matters of faith. And yet the paſ- 
ſages which our adverſary has been at the drudgery 


But only 
argues from the laws in force againſt their teaching 
or giving evidence, that much more may they be 
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& the Nomen ſhould ſerve the Mien,“ upon what 
does he build his aſſertion but the vulgar prejudice 
then in vogue, that the Men were the greater of 
the two ſexes, which, without troubling himſelf. 


to examin into it, he leaves as he found it: It not 


being ſo much his office as a divine to new mould 


the laws of the ſtate, as to exhort Chriſtians to 
conform to their duty, according to the circum- 
ſtances which thoſe laws ſubjecte⸗ them to while 
unrepeal'd. What St Amiraj ſays, in the place 
quoted by my adverſary, is undoubtedly ſufficient 
_ to juſtify the divine equity in puniſhing Woman for 
her diſobedience, by ſuffering her to become ſub- 
ject to the unjuſt uſurpation of Man, whom ſhe 
had made an accomplice in her crime: And this is 
all that Father propoſes. For he neither proves, 
nor attempts to prove that uſurpation lawful i in the 
Man. And if one Woman muſt be own'd, in the 
ſingle circumſtance juſt mention'd, to have great- 
ly injured the whole rational ſpecies, let it be alſo 


remember*d that another Woman has as greatly re- 


pair*d the injury done, by bringing a Saviour to 
the world. 


All the invectives he has pick'd out from the 
Poets and Orators, will have as little weight with 
any, even of his own ſex, who are diſpoſed to be 


rational. The great end of theſe kinds of writers 


is to pleaſe and perſuade; and every one knows 
that with the generality of Men probability and 


appearance of truth ſerve the ſame turns as well as 
truth itſelf could. No wonder therefore that 


ſuch gentlemen ſhould have recourſe chiefly to exag- 
gerations and hy perboles, as they are moſt likely 
to metamorphoſe good into evil, and evil into 


good, at their pleaſure, One common trick with 


chem is to attribute the properties of a part to the 
whole, a weakneſs not Giſcernile to the ſuperficial 
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art of readers for the ornaments of eloquence ie 
1s "reſt in, Thus is it ſufficient for them to have 
þ dr ſome few Women guilty of any one fault to 
attribute it to the whole ſex: And as there are 
no Women, any more than Men, but what have 


ſome few defects, and there are no defects but 


what ſome few Women are tainted with z hence 
they very artfully, tho? baſely, charge all Women | 
with all defects. And the pretty ſmooth jingle 
of words they wrap their accuſations in contribute 


not a little to gain them credit with the vulgar. 


Whereas let but their pieces be ſtript of the gaudy 
trappings of rhetoric which ſurround it, let the 
metaphors, quaint ſayings, deſcriptions, ſimilies, 
antitheſes, and other flowers of eloquence, be ſifted _ 
from them; in a word, let them be diveſted of all 
thoſe glittering embelliſhments of ſpeech, which 
are apt to dazzle the feeble eyes of the unſkilful 
many, and how exceſſively empty of truth and 
argument will they not appear! How full of falſe. 


reaſoning and _ And how ſtuff'd with pres 
judice and calumny! ! 


How weak then is our 1 to inſiſt ſo 


much upon the opinion of Poets and Orators! If 
Euripides, by the ſnarling invectives he loads us with 


in his writings, gain'd the character of a Waoman= 
Hater; his life and conduct were ſufficient to clear 
him of that imputation: The ſame may be 


ſaid of poor Pittacus, and for Tibullus we know 


tat if he was ſaid to be jilted by his miſtreſs, he 


26 ſo little credit himſelf to the report, that he 


imſelf begs it may be ſtifled. However let them 


laugh who win: If virtuous Vomen have had the 
pleaſure of triumphing over the deceitful attempts 


of theſe peeviſh wits, theſe wits ought at leaſt to 


be indulged the liberty of railing. Indeed Menander 


[- deſeryes a better , for if he has been 
fryer 


_ — 22 2 
— SB _ 
K —— — on 
— £ == * — 2 
N HEN Wn 8 75 8 
Es — . Sa ey Se s 


— —— 
— . ha 


p - 8 SG SIE 88 — - - - > ated 3 
: * — 1 a OLD ans. $4 3 7 8 e e 
z 22... ↄ ZVVVFFVfVc0 ͤ re n= St —— 
EES —: ts Eee oy = 2 — 3 5 — . — 
2 & - A wy © - * Y * 


: - n — * 

e TER LS 7 

e ; Aa I 
* — 2 * 

— — 


. 


Lat 2 


— og rtf — 
N 


w — 


—— — 


— 
_—— * 


—— — 


„ 
— * 


— Ys. 


ee ee . 


5 «+ 
8 nan 097 ot nd 


—_—_ "2657 ” 28 
Ä ES 4 
— KEE 
S 
. 
e e 
oat at — ” 


n 
— 
ES Oo . 


_ 2 - EN — 5 >. — 
c — — r 8 : 8 
r ns — — 3 
— Boat " * - — 
N ne Cn Tn Se a — — 
— = 
— Sr —_— 


- * A =- 
JS * 
. 8 
n 
2 "x 
3 — 1 Sod 4 > 
— —— . 
Er 


i ena —ů — 2 PR is 
p , 2 
2K . 
2 Ry — 
. I'S 


_— 2 
r 
3  ——— 


os, . [4] 

ſevere againſt ſome bad Vomen, it was no more 
than they deſerv'd, as appears from the readineſs 

he ſhews to' do juſtice to the virtuous many, in 
the encomiums he beſtows on them. He calls a 
virtuous Woman the ſtay of Man's life, and 
ſo far is he from conſidering her as unequal to the 
| huſband, that he ſcruples not to ſay ſhe is the heim 
(or PII or) of her family. It is beautiful, cries 
 MenanpeR, 70 obſerve the beauty which appears 
in the conduct of Woman, Nay, in another place, 


he flicks not to add that Woman is the faireſt 


plant in life. So little is Menander of the opinion 
of my adverſary, who quotes him againſt us with 
as little reaſon as he does Plautus. For tho? this 
poet is pleaſed, in the paſſage quoted, to be a little 
witty at our expence, to humour the prejudice of 
of his ſex; yet he elſewhere ſhews himſelf of a 
very different ſentiment, by putting into the mouth 
: o one of his perſonages the following words: 


& In troth the laws are cruel with otic to Woman, 
6 *Tis baſe in them to make her life a miſery : 
5 66 And much more baſe to make her*s ſo than Man 5, 


7; to ſhew bow much our ſex has the ſtart of 
Men in virtue and conjugal fidelity, he makes a 
_ contraſt between the d Of both ſexes. 


4 The wife thinks aal on her own n good man, 
„ But every huſband every woman craves. 


And laſtly to flop his own ſex 8 dads entirely, 


he brings them a kind of argumentum ad hominem, | 


% More widows, ſays he, are to be found than 
* widowers.” If this was true in Plautus's days, 
how much more ſo is it in ours! For one Woman 
who ventures her Happineſs in a ſecond marriage : 


= | 


B 
How many Men think it no hazard at all to ell 
gage in wedlock a ſecond, nay a third time! And 
how ſhould this be true, if ic were not true that 


the Men find greater choice of virtuous and good 
qualities among the Monen, than theſe do among 


the Men? 


If my adverſary will 608080 me for leaving him 
awhile, I will bring an inſtance or two to confirm 


the obſervation of Plautus. Pulchrina and Cornelia 
were both left widows in the prime of life. And 


yet neither the one nor the other have, in twenty 
years time, found one of all the oppoſit ſex worthy 
their acceptance: Tho' it has not been for 
want of a number of ſuitors; nor for want of as 
much artifice and courage in the lalter, as 


there appear'd virtue, ſenſe, and beauty in the 


former. But Pulchring's firſt luck was too bad not 
to deter her from truſting her children's happineſs 
and her own peace to the mercy of a ſecond ty- 
rant. And tho* Cornelia had one of the higheſt 
tickets in the marriage lottery, it is plain ſhe 
thought that more than her ſhare, by her never 


venturing again to put into a bubble where there 


are ſo many blanks to one prize; nay, where the 
beſt chance is but a kind of blank. Tor as the 
polite lord Lan/downe ſays of his ſex, and what a 


Man lays muſt be true, 


The beſt * per fabi 
Are + alloy'd, the good ſo mix d with bad, 
Like counterfeited coin of mingled metal, 
T7 be noble part's not current ve the baſe. 


| Not ſo the Women, they are a kind i genuin 
ſpecies, with little or no alloy, but what ſerves to 
make their virtues more truly and generally ſer- 


viceable, 
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| [43] 
viceable. Elſe why ſhou'd the Men be ſo covetous 
of them as they for the mat part thew them. 
_ ſelves? 
Did not ot Hoar-froft's experience of tio wives en- 
courage him, even in his old age, to marty a 
third? If he had not been practically convinced 


that there is a felicity in life which none but omen 
can give, and no Man can miſs, who is once bleſt 
with a Woman; if his knowledge of Woman-kind 
had not been enough to ſecure happineſs to him 
in any Woman he could pitch upon; would he 
have lubjected a child he loved, and who was 
capable of being miſtreſs of his family, to the 
novercal authority of her dirty maid? But the 


graces which glared through the ſlime on her face, 


and the extravagant merit of her homely attire, 


appear'd a ſufficient argument to the widower that 


any wife is better than none. No wonder there 


fore that he ſhou'd be in a hurry to make a third 


match for himſelf before he made one for his 


daughter; ſince probably he might never have 
lived to enjoy the bleſſing of another wife, ſhould 
he have reſolved to wait till he could match his 
daughter with a Man who really deſerves her. 


It is the ſame way of thinking that makes Redi- | 


vivo put on, at the decline of life, all the fopperies 
of a young fellow. It is now, indeed, upwards 
of three months he has burried an excellent- wife, 
and he is ſtill a widower. But if he did not try to 


| mend his hand in a ſecond, even before ſhe was 
laid in the ground, it muſt not be imputed to 


any diſlike he entertain'd of our ſex, For tho 
during her life time no Man was more fatirically 
arch upon ſecond adventurers than himſelf, his“ 
conduct ſince her death ſufficiently ſhews his 


archneſs to have been only a copy of his counte- 


nance. The beauty, yit, and diſcretion of a.dutiful 


daughter 


= FREY [49] EY 
daughter would ſuffice to put him off all deſigns of 
marrying again, and even render the very thought 
| Horrible to him; if the merit he finds in the gene- 
rality of our ſex did not incline him to think that 
there is no true happineſs: for Man in this world 
without a wife; and no unhappineſs with one. For 
this reaſon from a very ſloven he is turn'd quite a 
_ prigz from a miſer, profuſe; and from a home 
ſpun Stoic, a downright Epicurean, _ He can ſim- 
per like a Soupe mitonnee, can gibe like a country 
_ juſtice, and affects nothing but gallantry, gaiety 
and politeneſs z3 tho? his gallantry is as aukard as 
an Oxoman's, his mirth as ſtiff as a Spaniard's, and 
his breeding as formal and out of date as that of an 
_ old-faſhion*d courtier. However his good-will is 
the ſame, and the diſadvantages he labours under 
from the deep-rooted habits of irrevocable years 
he endeavours to repair, or at leaſt hide, with the 
fervor of his youthful - inclinations, which make 
him an abſolutely humble ſervant to the Vomen in 
general, from the polite lady to the girl in the 
kitchen. In reality he has tried his fortune with 
hem in all ſtations; and has now, for ſome time, 
laid cloſe fiege to Fandicia, for this ſingle merit 
that, of all the Women and WYenches he has purr'd 
about ſince a widower, ſhe is the firſt who has re- 
turn'd him a ſmile. And yet, did he but know 
himſelf, he rauſt ſee that the ſame cauſe makes her 
pleaſant which put the others out of temper, They 
ſhrunk with horror at the unnatural fight of a wan- 
ton letcher of fifty, and ſhe cannot help tittering at 
the exceſſive extravagance of manniſb pretenſions to 
wiſdom, while ſhe ſees one of that ſex, after having 
at a very eaſy rate acquired the character of a wiſe- 
man in his younger days, take pains, for the fake of 
gratifying a fit of luſt, to appear a fool in his old age. 
Still Jandicia thinks to _ him: She has nothing 
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to truſt to for a ſupport but his wantonneſs or her 


own labour; and deems it more adviſeable to play 


upon an old fool, than run the riſk. of working all 


her life time fora young knave. And therefore 


ſhe deſigns to ſell him a very great bargain, in 
her own perſon, on the firf day of next April, As 
my maid is privy to this love affair, Redivivo has 
deſired her to think of a poſie for the ring, and by 
my advice the has given him the ROO one, 
_ HO HO! 


It is pretty plain then, to return to my adver- 


fary and his company, that the Men find not ſuch 


a dearth of ſenſe and virtue among us as we do a- 


mong them, any more in our days than in thoſe of 
'  Plautus, If Tully accuſes the Women of Avarice, 


he is very far from laying his charge ſo ſtrongly as 
my antagoniſt makes him: "Tho? Cicero, of all men, 
had the leaſt reaſon to find fault with us. It is well 
known he was never ſuſpected of the oppoſit vir- 


tue, nor indeed deſerved to be ſo. However his 
failings would be no excuſe for ours, as his bare ac 
cuſation can be no ſufficient proof to convict us of 


any. The Orator but copied from ys: as this 


5 _—_— does from him : : For 


— Mankind ck ether? 8 1 Rill repeat, 
- And Man to Man 1 is 4  fuceeeding cheat. 
Ws Ho WA R D, 


| Tam not infenfible that many 1 of the 
ese have been very long-winded on the dif- 


ferent temperament of deres, to the diſadvantage 
of our*s. But it was no new thing, even in Philos 


days, for thoſe gentlemen to affect a great deal of 


wiſdom, at the expence of ſenſe and truth. But 


let their reaſons be examin'd into, and what will 


they appear but light conjectures, form'd in the 


ſhallow 


4 P[-5t] 
Mhallow heads of Men, guided by prejudice and 
\{imple appearances? If a Man of ſenſe and a Phy- 


fician were either ſynonymous or analogous terms, 1 


ſhould be cautious how I diſſented from their 
opinion, But as the antipathy is notorious, which 
_ reigns between reaſon and the generality, of that 
_ unintelligible race, no Man of ſenſe, without ha- 
Zarding the reputation of one, can copy any thing 
they advance. The Ratchff5, the Freinds, the 
Meads, are as extraordinary Phenomena in the fa- 


culty ſphere, as an Alterbury on the bench, or a 


Murray at the bar: Comets of a happy age which 
take many centuries in their revolution. To quote 
then the herd of graduates for judges of ſenſe is as 
abſurd as to appeal to the honeſt gentlemen of the 
law in a caſe of conſcience, =. 
Nov is it poſſible to look at Pollypblems and think 
of ſenſe! How much leſs is it poſſible to depend 
on his opinion of it! If what an illuſtrious author 
ſays be true, that ſolemnity is the cover of a ſot; 


his ſolemn phiz betrays one. A pompous ſtrut, 


the ſmiles of ſelf-approving confidence, and ſome- 


thing of a tolerable perſon, ſet off with a look of 


conſequence, ſtand him in ſtead of genius. And 
for learning, — a loll of ſtate with eyes ga and 
a leg ftretch'd out, the head leant careleſs on this 
upright arm, while ſome important motion waves 


| the other, big words, and faithful lungs ſtand 
proxy. St Paul's at noon ſtrikes not with more 


deliberation than he ſpeaks, tho' it gives over 


ſooner, For not even bells can ring fo long as he 


can talk, Yet ever inhumed in native want of 
thought, in vain he ſtruggles to bring meaning 
forth. Self, big /elf, the conſtant burthen of the 
| ſong, ever at odds with ſenſe, forbids it elbow- 
room, and while he ſpeaks ſo ſwells each puny 
tale, a like ſome ban. unwieldy mount in mm 
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the loud, flow, grave, mile-meaſured words hlt 


drawling tongue groans out, portend ſome mighty 


birth; till when the lengthen'd, irkſome, tedious 


period ends, out pops the ſilly mouſe, great I, and 


only makes you ſmile, With him every phyſician 
is a fool but one: And that muſt be J. Great I is 
ſtateſman, poet, critic and divine. No wonder 
then if Pope and Swift ſhould ſooner ceaſe to write 


than he to rail. Not but his doctorſnip could write 


as much as they, with the ſame eaſe he can out- 

puff a Henley, He'll tell you to a minute the criſis 
of a patient's death, without telling the doſe with 
which he deſigns to diſpatch him; can affect an 
Intimacy with great Men, he neither knows nor is 

known by; and after walking a mile to ſave ſix- 


pence, can coach it from Cheapfide to Batſon's 


to fave appearances, Now muſt it not be own'd | 
that the doctor has all the qualifications requiſit to 
make a figure in Varwick- lane; and yet where 


but at Gotbam would Men of this ſtamp be ſet up 


For arbiters of ſenſe? 


But the Hiſtorians it ſeems are leſs to be objected 


againſt, as being Men of experience. I would 


fain aſk my adverſary whether all Men of ex- 


perience are Mex of ſenſe, or judges of ſenſe? 


And tho? it muſt be granted that a Man ought to 


be a perſon of excellent ſenſe, who undertakes to 


write hiſtory, yet experience itſelf has ſhewn how 
little ſenſe the major part of Hiſtorians have been 


poſſeſt of, Not that I want to wave the authority 
quoted againſt me. Tacitus is one of my favourites 
among this claſs of writers; which he would not 


be, if I did not conſider him as a Man of ſenſe. 


But till he was a Man, and like the reſt of Men 
prejudiced in favour of his ſex. And therefore 1 
muſt beg leave to reject his authority, till ſome reaſon 

be alledged from him to ſupport what he ſays. If 


he 
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he gives ſome inſtances of cruelty and ambition in 
the degenerate part of our ſex; he has given many 


more inſtances of tenderneſs, humanity, diſin- 


tereſtedneſs and other virtues. And tho? hiſtory in 
general can only be conſider'd as a kind of tradi- 
tion of vulgar prejudices, it is very notorious to all, 
who are in the leaſt converſant in that kind of read. 
ing, how much better a figure the Women in gene- 
ral make in it than the generality of Men. All 
hiſtory, prophane as well as ſacred, bears witneſs 
to the native greatneſs and goodneſs of Women, as 


it does to the infamy of the Men. 


If here and there a ſurly philoſopher (who by 

the bye are no leſs Men than my adverſary and the 
reſt of his company) is pleaſed to ſnap at us in a 
peeviſh fit; the froth of his ſpleen will never be 
able to tarniſh our real glory, in the eyes of ſuch. 
Men as have any ſenſe left, And yet Ariſtotle 


himſelf, tho* quoted in this number, ſays in his 


8th book of Animals that, Woman has more 
<< piety, and is of a nobler compoſition than Man.“ 


When this philoſopher ſays then that Vomen are 
_ unfit and want judgment to govern, to be con- 
fiſtent with bimſel 

conſider'd in their then and now preſent circum- 


gance of ineducation. For he himſelf, while ma- 


ſter of Alexander, thought it not beneath him to 


ſubmit to the government of his miſtreſs: Nay, 
attributes his doing fo to the dictates of philoſophy, 
not of love, and even goes ſo far, as to inſiſt upon 
his wiſe- man's engaging in love before he meddles 


with ruling the ſtate. Why ſo, but that he may 


learn of his miſtreſs the art of ruling well? For the 


truth of this J appeal to Diogenes Labrtius. Neither 
was this great Man the only philoſopher who ad- 


mired our ſex. Socrates was the uglieſt, as well as 
the wiſeſt Man of his time. I ſay not this in 


contempt 


f he muſt mean it only of Women, 
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Contempt to his perſon ; for if a Man is but ore 
degree above the devil he is handſome enough in 
conſcience, I only mention it to ſhew that he thought 
it no breach of wiſdom to aim at love in ſpite of 
nature, And Plato, the divine 'Plato, was not 
more aſſiduous in erecting ſtates, than offering in- 
cenſe to the Archeanaſſas of his time; and what 
had either to do with Women, had they not found 
them capable of adding to their knowledge and 
Philoſophy. As why had St Jerom, that wile phi- 
| loſopher as well as orator and father of the church, 
ſuch an eſteem for Women, as to inſcribe many of 
his works to them? It had been idle if he had not 
thought them competent judges, and by their 
Judgment capable of Aren þ in their names a luſtre 
Wd kn wotks. :- ;;; 
Let our adverſary's anonymou? author then fay 
what he will, we'll find another to match him on 
our ſide, with this addition, that our's cannot only 
ſay but give reaſons for what he ſays. Tis the I} 
anonymous author of the Political Aphoriſms. * No.. 
<6 men (lays he) in the greateſt emergencies and 
* moſt imminent” perils are never at a loſs to find. 
« a remedy, or to hit on ſure expedients. Nay, 
<< their counſels are the beſt reſource in all ſudden 
4 caſes. For ſuch is the natural genius of that ſex, 
«+ that in impendent dangers their very firſt im- 
<« pulſes of ſoul are greatly excellent and happy.” 
Who then more fit to govern ſtates than they. It 
was this, doubtleſs, made Libanius in his Academics 
tay, khat Nothing more becomes a Man, who 
means to ſhine in ſtate-affairs, than to make it 
46 his rule to go from his wife's cloſet to the Senate- 
uy „ houſe, and from the Senate to return again to 
. ==  $* to her, For ſuch as follow this rule will be 
JV enabled by it to add ſpirit to their counſels, diſ- 
| $f ernment to their affairs, and Or to 
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£- their adminiſtration.” And how could this be; 


If their counſels and conduct were not aſſiſted and 


= 


improved by the advice of their wives? Well then 


might Plutarch ſay, that he who takes a wife 


& becomes a perfect maſter of a family: But he 


é vho loſes his wife is not only an imperfe& but a 


<« maim'd one.” For in reality what is he more 


than a half-headed ruler, who loſes at leaſt one half | 


. the underſtanding which help'd to govern? 


One would hardly after this imagin it poſſible 
for my adverſary to quote this very Plutarch's au- 
thority to prove us unqualified to govern; if we 
had not already ſuch flagrant proof of this gentle- 
man's ſhameleſs courage, And what is it Plutarch 
charges us with? Why, among many inſtances of 
the ſpirit of cattle in his own ſex, he mentions 
ſome few in our's: Tho' he no where pretends to 
 fay that all Yomen are like them. Had my adver- 


ſary been a faithful quoter, he would have added 


the oppolit inſtance that author gives us of Lena 


of Athens, who, being engaged in a conſpiracy 


againſt Piſiſtratus, and fearing left the exquilit tor- 


ture ſhe was put to ſhould extort any diſcovery 


from her, bit her tongue off. At leaſt ſince he 


thought it neceſſary to reflect on Fulvia for her 


levity, it would have been but fair to do juſtice to 


that brave lady's memory in adding the attonement 


ſhe made, by poniarding herſelf to encourage her 
| huſband by the like means to avoid the fatal effects 

of their joint indiſcretion. The very ſame Plutarch 
in another part of his works has recorded the 
MWMomen's talent for ſecrecy, in thoſe of Melita, of 


whom, tho' all were in the conſpiracy with their 


huſbands, not one diſcloſed the ſecret. And my 
adverſary's friend Tacitus has perpetuated the memo- 


ry of Epicharis, whom all the cruelties of Nero 


could not induce to betray any of the ſecrets ſhe 
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Vas privy to in the conſpiracy laid againſt him? 
But where is the neceſſity of recurring to foreign 
climes and diſtant ages for proofs which our own 
country and almoſt our own times can produce. The 

Saxon Women were a counterpart to thoſe of Melita. 
And ſuch as have been engaged in plots in this 
kingdom have ſhewn as much fidelity to the truſts 
repoſed in them, as any of the Greaan or Roman 
ladies recorded by Plutarch, Tacitus, or any other 
ancient hiſtorians, Let any one but look back into 
the State Tryals of ſome former reigns, and they 
will find what numbers of daſtardly ſqueakers there 
have been among the Men; while neither pillory, 
whipping, nor hopes of life or fear of death could 
ever extort a diſcovery from the Women who were 
concern'd with them. Was there not one expoſed 
to the outrage of the populace in one conſpiracy ? 
_ Were there not three executed in another, and no 
leſs than fifteen excepted in a general amneſty ? 
And what lights or helps was the government able to 
get from any one of them, either by threats or pro- 
miſes? I ſay not this to commend them for their 
treaſon, or obſtinacy in perſiſting in it, but only to 
ſhew my adverſary that Women can keep a ſecret, 
tao? it be to their greateſt diſadvantage ſo to do. And 
tho? the being detected in a treaſonable conſpiracy is 
no reaſon why the perſon who is detected ſhould add 
to his former guilt, by obſtinately perſiſting in it, 
yet ſurely ſuch miſtaken Vomen as continue ſtrong- 
1 poſſeſt with the lawfulneſs of the plot they have 
(however unlawfully) engaged in, and therefore 
rather chuſe to die than betray their truſt, are wor- 
thy pity, if not applauſe. Whereas what pity do 
thoſe baſe wretches among the Men deſerve, who 
vithout any remorſe of conſcience have ſacrificed to 
their own ſafety the lives of their accomplices, and 
without any other ſorrow for their criminal r 
SS e e 


1 


than regret for it's having miſcarried, aggravate 


their treaſon againſt their country with treachery 
to their friends. It is pretty plain that ſuch wretches 


would have equally ſacrificed the moſt honeſt cauſe 


they could have been concern'd in. As to the con- 
trary it is very natural to believe that, if ſuch Wo- 
men, as we have been ſpeaking of, had been hap- 


pily embark*d in the true intereſts of their country, 


they would have as nobly ſacrificed all their private 


hopes and fears to the faithful diſcharge of any truſt 
poſed in them. If Homer commends Ulyſſes and 
| Telemachus for their ſteadineſs in keeping a ſecret ; 

he is no leſs eloquent in the praiſes of Penelope and 


Euriclea, the wife and nurſe of Ulyſes, for the ſame 


virtue. Angerona was ſo famous for it that the Ro- 
mans worſhip'd her for the goddeſs of Silence. And 
while the myſteries of the Good Goddeſs were wholly 
in the Woman's keeping, the ſecrecy of them was 


ſo inviolably preſerved, that the Men had no other 
way to come at the knowledge of them than by 


| facrilegiouſly intruding among Tan, diguiſed in 


Moman's apparel. 
It is quite childiſh then in our adverſary, to ar- 


ue us incapable of government for want, of a ſpi- 


rit of ſecrecy. It is notorious what goſſips the an- 


cients as well as moderns of the male ſex have 
been, the voluminous tattle of many of them is a 


ſtanding proof of it. Simonides and Xenocrates, ſo 


mightily cried up for their reſerve of ſpeech, were 


as arrant tattlers as any 3 and both allow that tho? 


they had never any cauſe to be diſpleaſed with ha- 
ving held their peace, they had often found room 


to regret their prating : A plain proof of their ha- 


ving as little government of their tongues as ſome 
of our ſex, not one of whom, however, could pre- 
tend to vie with a Cte/iphon, who valued himſelf 
en being ane to chatter a whole day long, upon 


any 
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climes and diſtant ages 
country and almoſt our own times can produce. The 
Saxon Women were a counterpart to thoſe of Melita. 
And ſuch as have been engaged in plots in this 
kingdom have ſhewn as much fidelity to the truſts 
repoſed in them, as any of the Grecian or Roman 
ladies recorded by Plutarch, Tacitus, or any other 
ancient hiſtorians, Let any one but look back into 
the State Tryals of ſome former reigns, and they 
will find what numbers of daſtardly ſqueakers there 
have been among the Men; while neither pillory, 
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was privy to in the conſpiracy laid againſt him? 

But where is the r of recurring to foreign 
fo 


r proofs which our own 


whipping, nor hopes of life or fear of death could 


ever extort a diſcovery from the Nomen who were 
concern'd with them. Was there not one expoſed 


to the outrage of the populace in one conſpiracy ? 
Were there not three executed in another, and no 


leſs than fifteen excepted in a general amneſty ? 


And what lights or helps was the government able to 
get from any one of them, either by threats or pro- 


miſes? I ſay not this to commend them for their 
treaſon, or obſtinacy in perliſting in it, but only to 
ſhew my adverſary that omen can keep a ſecret, 


thoꝰ it be to their greateſt diſadvantage ſo to do. And 


tho? the being detected in a treaſonable conſpiracy is 


no reaſon why the perſon who is detected ſhould add 


to his former guilt, by obſtinately perſiſting in it, 
yet ſurely ſuch miſtaken Vomen as continue ſtrong- 


ly poſſeſt with the lawfulneſs of the plot they have 
(however unlawfully) engaged in, and therefore 
rather chuſe to die than betray their truſt, are wor- 
thy pity, if not applauſe. Whereas what pity do 
thoſe baſe wretches among the Men deſerve, Who 
without any remorſe of conſcience have ſacrificed to 
their own ſafety the lives of their accomplices, and 
without any other ſorrow for their criminal attempt 


than 


trary it is very natural to believe that, : 
mien, as we have been ſpeaking of, had been hap- 
pily embark'd in the true intereſts of their country, 
they would have as nobly ſacrificed all their private 
' hopes and fears to the faithful diſcharge of any truſt 
poſed in them. If Homer commends Ulyſſes and 
Telemachus for their ſteadineſs in keeping a ſecret ; 
he is no leſs eloquent in the praiſes of Penelope and 
Euriclea, the wife and nurſe of Ulyſſes, for the ſame 
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that regret for it's having miſcarried, aggravate 


their treaſon againſt their country with treachery 
to their friends. It is pretty plain that ſuch wretches 


would have equally ſacrificed the moſt honeſt cauſe 


they could have been concern'd in. As to the con- 


virtue. Angerona was ſo famous for it that the Ro- 


mans worſhip'd her for the goddeſs of Silence. And 
while the myſteries of the Good Goddeſs were wholly 
in the Womar's keeping, the ſecrecy of them was 

ſo inviolably preſerved, that the Men had no other 


way to come at the knowledge of them than by 
ſacrilegiouſly intruding Werne them, diguiſed in 
Woman's apparel. 

It is quite childiſh then in our adverſary, to ar- 
: gue us incapable of government for want, of a ſpi- 
rit of ſecrecy. It is notorious what goſſips the an- 
cients as well as moderns of the male ſex have 


been, the voluminous tattle of many of them is a 
Simonides and Xenocrates, ſo 


ſtanding proof of it. 
a mightily cried up for their reſerve of ſpeech, were 


as arrant tattlers as any; and both allow that tho? 


they had never any cauſe to be diſpleaſed with ha- 


ving held their peace, they had often found room 


to regret their prating: A plain proof of their ha- 
ving as little government of their tongues as ſome 
of our ſex, not one of whom, however, could pre- 


tend to vie with a Cteſiphon, who valued himſelf 
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any ſubject that could be ſtarted to him 5 a8 Eraf. 


mus tells us, who was not the leaſt chatterer of his 


time, tho? perhaps one of the leaſt tireſome ones, 
If the Latin editor of Pindar is not an idle prater, 
the Men of Smyrna are all goſſips. The famous 
Ariſtotlè was ſo egregious a one, that he confeſſes 
himſelf, that nothing ſeem'd to him leſs practicable 
than keeping a ſecret, Indeed Pythagoras was ſo 
in love with ſilence, that he obliged all his ſcholars 


to keep a five years taciturnity. But if we may 


credit goſſip Laòrtius, it was the ſilence of others 
that pleaſed him; inſomuch that the luſt of hearing 
himſelf prate made him uſe that ſtratagem, not to 


be interrupted by contradiction. The ſame Laer- 
tins tells us, that Zeno thought it a wondrous piece 


of news to ſend Ptolemy, that there was one old 
fellow who had learn'd io hold his tongue. 


It is ſurely therefore conſcious guilt which makes 
our antagoniſt unwilling to truſt the ſafety of his 


cauſe to this common place ſtuff. No wonder then 


that after finding his lock of ridicule out, he ſhou'd 
have recourſe to the mean expedient of arguing 
from particulars to the general, and, after the 


drudgery of hunting out three or four filly Women 


who know not how to govern their families, 
triumphantly conclude that all Women are unfit for 
public government, If we have here and there a 
Belluina, a Muccabella, a Prijcilla, or a Prudentia, 
our adverſary will not ſure have the face to fay we 


are all like them. At leaſt he would think me 
very raſh to ſay that every Man is a Heformus, a 
Maly bditis, a Morio, a Hoarfroſt, or Redivivo, or 
to argue from their indiſcretion in private life, that 


all his ſex are diſqualified from public government. 
Nay, I'II go farther, 


Even Anarchus, for what I know, might make 
an excellent Rateſman, tho" a wicked manager of 
of his 


191 


his; private concerns, He is one of the moſt fn" 


duſtrious Men living in ordering the affairs of other 
people, and that may be one reaſon perhaps why 
his own are ſo vilely neglected. The money he 
 ſquanders, in ſtrolling about collections for others, 


| hinders him from affording a ſufficient proviſion | 
to his own family: And the liquor he guzzles, in 


making up breaches among his acquaintances, occa- 
ſions his perpetually breaking peace at home. 


Abroad he is ever laviſhing his ſubſtance with 
| alacrity, on ſuch of his fellow-brutes as deſerve it 
the leaſt, and in his own houſe is as ſparing of ne- 


ceſſaries to his wife, as he is heedleſs of the waſte in 


his ſervants : When he is up he is for ever abuſing 


her, and when a- bed frequently puking upon her. 


Tho' civil to all beſides the public contempt he 


treats her with ſtrips her of the authority requiſit to 
put a remedy in his abſence to the irregularities of 


her diſorderly dependants, which his example when 
_ Preſent ſerves to encourage them in. So that while 


he, at ſome tavern or ale-houſe, is drunk with 
wine, and ſollicitude for every one but thoſe he 
| owes it to; ſhe is ſtruggling with a weight of 


miſery, amidſt a wreck of confuſion at home, with 


no other comfort to buoy her up than the ſolitary 


ſolace of expecting a midnight viſit from her dear 


monſter, when he ſhall reel home to load her with 


_ 1Il-uſage and filth, 
Now tho? this picture be ſo very like the major 


part of the Men, that few will believe Anarchus 


-:.. was the only one who fat for it; yet I am far 


from arguing from it that all Men are unfit for 


public government. Nothing then but a creature 


as weak as my adverſary, and ſome of his ſex, can 


conclude from the weakneſs of fome Women, a 


general incapacity in us all for government and 


: e offices. But enough has been ſaid of this 


H 2 matter, 
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'L bo 1 
matter, and therefore it is time to proceed to the 
examination of what our adverſary has to object 
_ againſt our capacity for the ſciences. 
Our adverſary takes a great deal of unfacceſsful 
| Pains to be witty in his common-place jokes upon 
_ gibberiſh; which, if the Men will but be honeſt, 
they muſt fairly confeſs are applicable to as many 
of their own ſex as of ours, and therefore I ſhall 
take no trouble to anſwer or defend it in either. 
Neither can I be deſirous to fee any of my ſex 
_ converſant with the matters of the Law; tho? I be- 
lieve there are few who would not diſcharge any 
duty of it with much more honeſty, clearneſs and 
diſpatch, than the moſt irreproachable of thoſe Men 
who make themſelves fo buſy with it. I am very 
ready to give up flagitious Lolia, and the univerſal. 
contempt ſhe was treated with by all my ſex, 
ſhews ſhe was more the deteſtation of Vomen than 
| the was of the Men. I agree with this gentleman 
< that to complete a Man a knave, it is abſolutely 
* neceſſary to make a lawyer of him.“ And there- 
fore perhaps is it, that the ſureſt way to advance- 
ment among the Men is the ſtudy of the Law. If 
they did not in general look on the perfection of diſ- 
honeſty as a favourite accompliſhment, why ſhould 
they make this the readieſt road to promotion ? 
Or if a genius for tricking was not a title to eſteem 
with moſt of them; why ſhould they not ſet Al. 
bone at bay? Why ſhould not their public reſent- 
ment ſingle him out to ridicule and contempt, as 
our's does Lolia? 
Albone is no more a lawyer by profeſſion hen 
1 Lola was, and therefore has no more licence to 
cozen than ſhe could ſhew. His trade is that of 
a gameſter: And yet it is hard to ſay whether he 
has enrich'd himſelf moſt by ſharping at Mor- 
- fan's, or by tricking with letters of attorney the 
2 50 perſons 


. [ 61 ] : 
perſons he has coax'd them from. He is ſo deeply 
read in thoſe inſtructive books calPd the Law- 
Quibbles and the Engliſh Rogue, that he can teach 
a Man the art of becoming the latter without ſeem- 
ing ſuch, and could ſet a Bailiff, a petty- fogging 
Attorney, or a Juſtice of the Quorum, right in any 
relating to the former. He has bought goods of a 
tradeſman and arreſted him for the money he paid 
for them; he has paid a fellow eighteen pence for 
mending his ſhoes, and then forced three ſhillings 
and four pence from him for writing a receipt for it, 
becauſe the wretch was too poor to contend 
with him. And empower'd by a young lady to 
manage her affairs, he has appropriated her money 
without accounting to her, brought her in debtor 
to him for articles he had the impudence to forge, _ 
and the emptineſs not to forge well, turn'd her out } 
of doors in an abuſive manner, for refuſing to ſiggg 
away her all to him, without advice of her coun- | 40 
cil, in conſideration of his faithful diſcharge of his 
truſt, and arreſted her when he had done for fome 
hundreds he could ſhew no juſt right to. And 
yet Albone is a religious Man enough, all things 
conſider'd: He no more miſſes prayers once a day, 
than he does the gaming-table once a night; a q 
Bible is as familiar with him as a pack of cards; N 
and he is as liberally impartial in diſtributing his {a 
devotions between the ladies and the church, as i 
he is in dividing his curſes between the poor and | 
the clergy, However, the ladies deſpiſe him, __ 
the poor hate him, the clergy pity and pray for him 1 
in vain, and the church cannot but be diſgraced _ 1 
by ſuch a prophane out- law's pretending to be a 4 
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No tho? I am very wide of thinking that there 
are many Men as baſe as Albone; yet I cannot 
think any of thoſe who aſſociate with him much 

3 0 — 
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better : : And this I am pretty ſure of, that were 
the Women executors of the laws, they would think 
It a juſtice due to their own ſex, and the few honeſt _ 
perſons of the other, to wed with an indiffoluble 
I knot him and Lolia together by the neck, was ſhe 
ſtill living, that they might add no more reproach 
to thoſe laws, by uſing them as a {ſcreen to 1 8 25 
the ends they were made for. 5 


What I have already ſaid, relaxing to wert, in - 


my former Treatiſe, is ſufficient to ſhew that we 
are no leſs capable of ſucceeding and ſhining in that 
branch of ſtudy.than the beſt of the oppoſit ſex : 
Nor does it appear that our adverſary has any 
thing ſolid to object againſt this. And as for his 
ſarcaſm upon the middle-rated gentry of the fa- 
culty, let Polyphleme, and ſuch of them as it af- 
fects, fight it out with him. = 
Unable to ſay any thing folid iind the numen s 

capacity tor Hiſtory and Politics, the gentleman at- 
tempts to be arch upon our ſex, tho? at the expence 
of his own, by craftily calling a late celebrated 
Hiſtorian an Old-woman, As to this particular I 
agree with my adverſary in his opinion, and if the 
ſounder part of his ſex are not all as arrant old wo- 
men as the reverend author of the Hiſtory of bis own 
Times, we may add to the catalogue of ſuch an 
a Baker, a Rapin, and many others, ancient 
as well as modern. If Women have not been 
ſo induſtrious to ſignalize their talents in this way, 
it ought more to be attributed to their innate mo- 
deſty than to any want of ability in them. The 
ancient policy was leſs refined than that of our 
times, and the intereſt of princes leſs i inter · woven: 
So that it muſt require infinitely leſs pains to un- 
fold a Roman Hiſtory than one of our Gazetteers. 
: Why then may we not be as s complete miſtreſſes of 
ancient 


Th 
. ancient Politics, as our antagoniſt ſeems to allow us 
to be of the modern? 

Indeed he does it by way of ſneer: Tho- if I have 
any reaſon to depend on the veracity of the Men, 


his own ſex have leſs reaſon to be pleaſed with 
his wit upon this ſubject than we have. For one 
Novella who peſters our drawing-rooms, their 


_coffee-houſes can produce hundreds of Verboſos 


as incorrigibly impertinent: Wretches who, with- 


out organs for hearing, are perpetually talking of 
things they know nothing of, will run you over 
countries they .never ſaw ſo much as in a map, 


and ſettle all Europe with the ſame facility 1 


5 confound your ſenſes with. 


Eccho is one of this ſort of mongrels, a kind of 
a half-pay ſpy, who has juſt impudence enough to 


thruſt himſelf into every one's converſation, tho? 


not ſenſe enough to gather the information neceſ- | 

ſary to make him uſeful to his pay-maſter. He is 
very intimate with my Attorney, to whom I am 
obliged for his character. At the Old. bouſe, this 
extraordinary perſon was lately pointed out to me 


among the heroes of the pit; and proved at laſt 
to be my old acquaintance. I have ſeveral times 
been preſent when he has ſignalized the ability of 


his lungs at a cat- call; and, if I am inform'd right, 


he is as often buſied in faving the drooping nation as 
in damning a new play. The creature has a good 


broad phiz of his own, which an uncommon ſhare 


of ſelf-content has plump'd into arrogance, and the 


| redneſs of his coat, reflecting a fluſh on the livid- 
neſs of his empty looks, gives him a ſettledneſs as 


unalterable as bronze. By the help of theſe Corin- 


| thian talents, he ſo happily clods into one ſolid 
maſs, within his own dura mater, the ſeemingly 


jarring qualities of wit and ſtateſman, that he ean 


5 preſage che fate of a farce before it appears on the 
ſtage 
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[64] 
ſtage, and could foretel the event of the preſent 


War before it was declared. At Slawghter's he 
| concludes a treaty with the Emperor, — Don 


Carlos for wearing the old breeches of Broglio, 

fails down the Mediterrencan, ſinks a fleet of French 
in a diſh of coffee, and takes the Havanna when 
he has done; from thence proceeds to the Pine- 


Apple, with equal expedition enters into an alliance 
with the Czarina, gets a footing: in Florida, and 
with one and the ſame knife hacks a beef- Hale and 
a body of Spaniards to pieces. Some time ago 
hearing I had a pretty large acqaintance at this 


end of the town, he found means, without any 


perſonal knowledge of me, to ſollicit my intereſt 


at court for the poſt of Eugliſh courier from the 


Prince of Saxe. Gotha to the author of the Farthing 


Poſt. But St Zames's and St Martin's court hap- 
pening to be divided in their politics, I had not 


the pleaſure of contributing to the promotion of 
this | ingenious gentleman, However as ſhaving 


muſtaches has nothing to do with party, if he 


ſhould happen to underſtand handling a razor as 


well as ſtate affairs, I am in great hopes of getting 


him a patent for barber to the Daniſb een when 


they ſhall be landed in England. 


In the mean time let the „ ee and 138 | 


couple together, if the number of the former be at 
all proportion*d to that of the latter. But let nei- 
ther Us nor the Men, if they wiſh not to forfeit the 


little ſenſe they have among them, pretend to con- 
clude from ſuch uncommon mortals a general in- 


capacity on either ſide, for the Rudy of Politics or 
any other uſeful ſciences. | 


In like manner let not my adverſary expoſe che 
littleneſs of his genius, by concluding Us all unfit 


for the ſtudy of poetry, philoſophy, or any other 
Profitable e ts a Manly, a Bebn, or a 
Saphira 
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Spb bira, have ſhamefully iſapplied their talents; 


For afew ſhameleſs 3 who have proftituted their 


wit to wanton ſubjects, how many illuſtrious ladies 


have raiſed the dignity of writing to the higheſt 
Wo on ch of ſublimity, delicacy, morality, and piety ! 
| hereas among the ableſt authors the Men have to 
| boaſt of, how rare is it to find one who does not ſhed - 


his vicious thoughts on the moſt ſacred ſubjects 


However great pains my adverſary has taken to 
find out three or four ſilly Vomen as induſtrious to 


expoſe the levity of their heads or the corruption of 
their hearts, as the flood of male ſcriblers we are 
daily overwhelm'd with, I ſhall take no pains myſelf 
to give him a liſt of the many whoſe excellence in 


writing has forced their juſt praiſe from the mouth 
of envy. I ſhall ſend no expreſs to Greece to fetch 
thence the nine Muſes, nine Sybils, and nine lyric 


poeteſſes. Let Yoſſius, Minas, and Lilius Geraldus, 


inform you of Megaloftrate, and the daughters of 
Steſichorus; of Eritrean Sappho, Demophila her 
miſtreſs, Erinna, and the three Theanos, one the 
wife of Pythagoras, who improved his ſchool after 
his deceaſe ; beſides Clezobulina the poeteſs, Praxilla 


another, and Aſpatia Mileſia a poeteſs and teacher 
of rhetoric, if we may believe Plutarch. Let 
Strabo do juſtice to the talents of Heſtica, and Theſ- 
ſalian Antipater to the genius of Nyſis, while 
Talian labours for the immortality of Anytes. Athe- 


næus thought it an ornament to his works to quote 
the poeteſs Hedyle, and Diogenes Laertius deem'd it no 
| diſgrace to Plato to give him for company his fair 


diſciples Laſthemia and Axiothea, beſides the beau- 


tiful Hipparchia, whoſe life in particular he diſdains 


not to write; in which he celebrates her as a lady 
equally excellent in dramatic poetry ethics and 
philoſophy. We need but recur to Diogenes Halicar- 
naſſeus and Longinus, wo of the ableſt critics of 

their 
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their times, to learn the merit of Sappho, whoſe. 


odes, ſpite of their manniſo prejudice, they prefer'd 


to any of their own ſex's for a ſtandard of wit and 


accuracy. But what will my adverſary ſay, ſhould 1 
dare to mention two other Grecian ladies? The one 
is Taleſilla, that famous Woman, who to an exce]- 
lent poeteſs added the character of a heroin, and 
ſignalized her courage by ſpiriting up and heading 
her country-women to victory over the Spartans, 
who came to ſurpriſe them in the abſence of their 
huſbands : The other is Corinna, who five ſeveral 


times gain'd a compleat victory of wit over Pindar, 


the beſt lyric poet of his ſex, as ' Propertius relates the | 


ſtory, 
Was I but to name the illuſtrious ladies who 5 


have added luſtre to the ſphere of learning among 


the Romans, I ſhould never have done. Quintilian 


has ſaid enough of Cornelia, Salluſt of Sempronia; 
and for Sulpicia, Corniſicia, Polla Argentaria, and 
Helpine, the wives of Lucan and Boetius, who had 
no ſmall ſhare in the works of their huſbands, as 


well as Proba Falconia and others, I ſhall refer my 


adverſary to Yofſius's account of them. If this 
gentleman had travePd through 1taly, Spain, France 
and Germany, he might have heard of many of 


thoſe learned names, which Jacobus a S. Carolo has 


been at the pains to regiſter in his library of learned 
Women, Had he ever read Youure and Balzac he 
would have found that there have been ſome Men 
of ſenſe, who could both acknowledge and admire 
learning and wit in a J/oman., Or was he at all 
| converſant in the republic of literature he could 


not be unacquainted with the merits of Made- 


moiſelle Le Fevre, afterwards Madam Dacier, and 
Madam Scuderie; to the former of whom we owe 
many excellent tranſlations, and valuable criticiſms 


on the Greek and Lalin poets; and to the latter 
ſeveral 


1 


ſeveral curious eſſays, beſides the ſhare ſhe had in 
thoſe of her brother's. 1 don't ſuppoſe he has ſo 


much as heard of Signora Cornara, probably (till 


living, who before ſhe attain'd the age of thirty 
was perfect miſtreſs of ſeven different languages, and 


all the branches of polite learning, beſides having 


gone through a compleat courſe of every Science 


dependent on Philoſophy, with ſuch ſucceſs as to at- 
tract the admiration and eſteem of the greateſt 
Princes and Men in Europe, Neither can I think 
he ever heard the leaſt mention made of Madam 
Gournay of France, who publiſh'd a treatiſe on 


the equality of the ſexes, or of Signora Marinella 
of Italy, who wrote another on the ſuperior nobility. 


of the fair ſex: And tho? he has got by rote the 


name of Madam Schurman, ſure he could not be ac- 


quainted with either her writings or her talents : 


Otherwiſe he might have ſpared me the pains of 


quoting the names of theſe illuſtrious ladies, who 
might themſelves have ſpared the trouble of writing 


in defence of the Women, as they themſelves were 


the beſt arguments of it's ſuperior capacity, Tho? 
moſt people who know any thing know it, leſt 
our adverſary ſhould not, I ſhall beg leave to in- 
form him that this laſt mention'd lady was perfect- 
ly verſed in the Hebrew, Syriac, Arabic, Chaldaic, 
Greek, Latin, Italian, German, Spaniſh, Engliſh, 
French, Flemiſh, and Dutch languages; was a pretty 
poet in them all, was miſtreſs of every branch 
of Philoſophy, and to her univerſal knowledge of 
the ſciences added a delicate taſte in the polite 


amuſements of Painting and Mufic, and all this be- 


fore ſhe was completely thirty years old. 


1 might be expected to pay ſome compliment to 
the eminent ladies of my own country: But I can- 
not think it in the leaſt neceſſary. Let it ſuffice 


that Eraſmus has given us the account of Sir 


I 2 Thomas. 
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„ 1 
7 "RO More s daughters, without mentioning thoſe 
of Sir Ne bolas Bacon, not behind hand with the 


wit or learning. As for lady Pembroke, 
Sir Philip Sidney has immortalized her genius ; 


_ and for the parts and extenſive knowledge of Mary 


queen of Scots, lady Winchelſea,, Mrs Philips, = 


many other Engliſb geniuſes and poeteſſes of our 
ſex, their beſt panegyric is the modeſty with which 
they labour'd to conceal their abilities, But for 
this obſtacle they have put to their fame, the Wo- 
men of Great Britain might ſhine'in equal numbers, 


and with the ſame luſtre as thoſe of Greece, Rome, 
or any other country, as the liſt of truly learned 


Women in general might for ought I know far ex- 


ceed that of the ſolidly learned of the oppoſit ſex. 


At leaſt were the bare familiar letters of both ſexes 
to be produced for a trial of wit between both, I 
| fancy the Men would be the firſt to put in a 


demur. | 
It is more than plain then, that whenever the 


Nomen have been upon any degree of equal advan» 


tage with the Men, they have always run at leaſt 
parallel with them in moſt things, and even out- 


ſtript them in ſome particulars; and that there 


are almoſt an infinity of our ſex, who had they had 
the like advantages would have made an equal 
progreſs with them in uſeful knowledge. 

And yet tho' from the cradle the ſofteſt ſex 


gives the faireſt hopes, ſuch is the unjuſt partiality 


of the Men to the blockheads of their own, that 
all the advantages of education are wholly reſerved 


for them. The greateſt care is taken to form and 
improve their minds; and the poor Women are left 
to loiter away life in indolence and ignorance, or 


at beſt are employ'd in ſuch offices only as the Men . 


think the loweſt and moſt ſervile. 


In 


[ 69 ] 2 
In fact nothing is omitted to give our ſex a 
degenerate way of thinking, and to reduce them 
to as narrow a way of acting. All their ſcience 
is confined to the needle; and the looking-glaſs is 
the great oracle they are taught to conſult for their 
deportment. The induſtry with which the buſi- 
neſs of dreſs is inculcated to a young girl makes her 
give up her favourite hours to it. The ogles, the 
ſighs, the love- tales, the encomiums on her beau- 
ty, and the fulſome compliments ſhe is eternally - 
peſter'd with, decoy her unawares into placing all 
her happineſs in being admired, and contribute 
to fill her mind with vanity and impertinence. 
Dancing, reading, writing, and playing a ſoft 
tune, are the ſum of her compleateſt education; 
the books her Father or Guardian ſtocks her ſtudy = 
with are at beſt a treatiſe or two of devotion, a 
few play-books, and a ſet of romances; and all 
Her entertainments are limited to balls, operas and 
faſhions. Such of our ſex as diſtinguiſh themſelves 
by uſeful and inſtructive books they have ſeized 
with utmoſt difficulty, and often by ſtealth, are 
frequently forced to hide them from the eyes of the 
Men, whoſe envy is ever ready to ſneer them out 
of the true knowledge of themſelves and the world: 
Nay, they are forced to hide them even from 
ſuch of their own jealous companions as have ear- 
lily loft a reliſh for the like entertainments, thro? 
the crafty practices of the Men they have been 
J.. & Pon 
So that there is no wonder, if Women being bred 
- In this limited manner ſhould ſometimes be guilty 
of overſights when they are engaged in a marriage 
ſtate; which they are but too often inhumanly 
forced into againſt their inclinations, and even 
without ſo much as being conſulted, like Negroes 
bought and ſold at a Weſt.-India fair. 5 - ; 
N08 An 
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And yet notwithſtanding all the advantages which 
whe” Men have engroſs'd to themſelves, and all 
the diſadvantages they have laid Women under, 
there needs but a common degree of obſervation 

to perceive that the caſe of the two ſexes is like 
that of two brothers of the ſame parents; between 
| whom this is the only great difference, the elder _ 
got the ſtart in coming into the world, and the 
younger makes the beſt figure in it. To be con- 
vinced of this we need only compare them to- 


gether, or converſe with them apart. The Women 


are ſtately and graceful in their carriage, uniform 
and prudent in their actions, reſerved and yet eaſy 
in their converſations, and their words are gene- 
rally a flow of ſenſe and ſincerity. The Men on the 
reverſe are for the moſt part odd and antic in their 
geſtures; raſh and unſettled in their conduct; for- 
ward, looſe, weak and vicious in their language. 
When Women expreſs their thoughts, their words 
coſt them nothing, order is eaſe to them, and fan- 
cy ſupplies them with inexhauſtible funds, If a 
queſtion is ſtarted to them, they have the point at 
once, they view it with one glance in all its lights; 
and, when they find it worth an anſwer, return 
uch a Clear, ſuccin and deciſive one, as ren- 
ders a reply often needleſs. They are neither fond 

of contradiction nor addicted to diſpute, and are 
generally averſe to thoſe technical hard and 
ſcientific terms, with which the generality of pre- 
tenders to learning of the other ſex ſtuff their 
works. Wherever they are free enough to give 
their own opinion, it is ſo ſquared with ſenſe, ſo 
| ſuited to time and place, and ſo mix'd with 
ſweetneſs and decency that it ſeldom fails to in- 
ſinuate into the minds of their company, like the 
genial warmth of temperate ſun-ſhine into the 
bowels of nature. Whereas Waat the Men utter is 


moſt] Y 


71 ] 
moſtly dry, ruſtic, barren, and obſcure. What is 
moſt unintelligible firſt attracts their attention, be- 
cauſe the neareſt to myſtery. In a word, the 
_ generality of Men, whom the world calls learned, 
are a ſpecies of over-topt mortals who ſeem to 
have ſtuff'd their heads with ſtudy only to confound 
their underſtanding, Nothing comes eaſily from 
them; and ſuch is the labour they are at in dig- 
ging for expreſſion, that they either loſe the thought, 
or throw it out, in a manner which makes them 
appear but like drudges, employed by the nicer 
artiſts of our ſex to cut diamonds from a rock: 
The rough and ſhapeleſs things they hew out we 
are forced to poliſh and give luſtre and play to. 
Nay, ſome of them have but juſt enough vivacity 
to diſtinguiſh them from rocks themſelves; and 
whatever luſtre and value they may intrinſically 

poſſeſs are but fo many buried treaſures till we take 
them | in hand. 
Occiput is one of theſe rough diamonds, a meer un- 

poliſh'd being, all brilliancy within, but ſo outward- 

ly beſet with aukwardneſs that every ſmooth cox- 
comb, tho? of leſs value than a Briftol-ſtone, appears 
with more luſtre in public. With a lively penetrating 
genius he poſſeſſes ſolidity of judgment, both which 
the advantage of liberal ſtudies has greatly im- 
proved; and thanks to his own induſtry and good 
taſte, as well as to the aſſiſtance of reading and 
maſters, he has acquired an extenſive knowledge 
in books and Men: A lawyer by profeſſion, by 
talent a poet; prodigious! He is the one without 
diſhoneſty and the other without vanity, and yer 
bids fair for raiſing; his fortune by his buſineſs, and 
his reputation by his amuſements. A modeſt 
candid and ingenious. critic of other Men's works, 
he ſhews himſelf an accurate ſprightly author in his 
own. Who would not think it an advantage to ſo 
92 much 


2 * + 44 ** = ——_—_— 1 " - -$2: 4 = —_ EIN «„ „ 
8 2 — 5 — — — > 4 oa bilge mm, ae RN — — ——— —— her Ih Got Folie FINE ABS. TOW r 

—— — — 2 — —— —— 7 2 
—— — p 


8 S e 5 Gore AR. oh <A * — 3 . 5 — a 
e 85 2 FF TIER . . 20 0 
% = by 4 ge I» "i; — e 93 3 yur N N 4 © < oth. _— 8 7. * 2 8 * 
— 22 N * : <1 8 . ps - I 1 — n — —— o » — — 
n * 4 . 2 5 2 * Fu —_ — n 2 SL os WI 7 — 4 - > >” * * e * — EL 5 = 
— 2 n 2 eee e r . he 4 17 96 = x c < 
: Aa. n Ry, . = 
5 a — 0 — o ” - — — = - my - — — * ” as 
7 1 * 4 — E = 
4 4 x 
p > -, . * N - L 
_ 5 4 : 
4 1 


1 : 

DS. 6 75 
PF 5 * F <4 
_ % 
- i 5 
1 
— 1 
Wo 55 
» # 3, Ki 
1 8 
1 
—— 
—_—_— 

' 

1 1 
_ , 
H I 1 7 na 
—_ 

' ? 4 
1 4 
_— 

* 9 
4:8 
_ | 
+3 . 4 ö 

1 

7 En 
1 1 
'Y - 
. N 
* 


721 


much perſonal merit for the perſon to be ſet in full 
view? But! if peruſing his productions you wiſh 
to convene with the Man, when you view himſelf 
vou are ſtrangely tempted to fancy him incapable 
of converſing with you. With Coke and Horace 
he is all alive; but take him from both and he 
ſeldom appears half awake. In company he is ever 
ſneaking behind, as if aſhamed of his companions, 
or afraid they ſhould. be aſhamed of him: And 
indeed, but for his head and his heart, his garb and 
his gait would almoſt juſtify their being ſo. His 


cloaths, which generally look the refuſe of Mon- 


moutb- ſtreet, would fit any one better than him; 


and his wig made of the beard of old Aaron, which 
innumerable ſhowers have waſh'd all the oil off, and 
ſucceeding ſun-beams have rectified into ruſhes, 


gives him ſuch a felonious look, that without 
knowing ſomething of him no one could well be 
mentally preſent where he is, for conſulting the 


ſafety of the pockets. Then, he never erects his 
head but in making a bow and on other occaſions 
when an eaſy bending of the neck is becoming; he 


walks as if he thought all joints uſeleſs but in the 
hips and ſhoulders; tb gueſs by their motion you 
. would take his legs for a pair of ſtilts, and either arm 
for the ſwing of a pump. But when he ſtands or ſits, 
his whole body is bent like the ſtalk of a Poppy 


under the weight of it's flower, or rather like a 
collier's back under a buſhel of coals. If he is ſilent, 
he looks as if he had nothing to ſay ; and when he 


talks, ſeems afraid of what he ſays. Tho' what 
ever he utters is good in itſelf and quite to the pur 
poſe, it comes from him like counterband tea, with 
ſuch confuſion, falſe modeſty, and ſo ſeemingly by 
| ſtealth, as makes one almoſt cautious of dealing 
with him. The truth is he conſiders ſatire as a 


general exciſe upon wit, which, tho? no one has = wh 
1 5 55 


731 
cauſe to be uneaſy ab. a kigd: of intellectual 
avarice makes him unwilling to ſubmit to. Where- 
fore, like a covetous trader, rather than pay the 
uſual cuſtom for the large creditable commerce of 
a fair dealer, he chuſes to confine himſef to the nar- 
row ſphere of a ſmuggler in converſation. No 
wonder then his converſation is without ſpirit, his 
delivery without grace, and his carriage without 
dignity: All which is owing to the want of that 
modeſt aſſurance which conſcious worth ought to 
give him. Deſirous of ſteering the mid-way be- 
tween levity and dulneſs, the dread of falling into 
one extreme joſtles him into another. In running 
at a break-neck rate from the ridicule of others, he | 
ſtumbles into lampooning himſelf ;. forfeits in trifles 
the wiſdom he purſues, and the fools he has the 
| head to deſpiſe he has the weakneſs of heart to un- 
der: act for fear of ſeeming like them. Now muſt 
it not be own'd that, if Occiput has parts and learn- 
ing, he has them to very little purpoſe; ſince they 
ſerve only to make him appear a ſovenly, formal, 
 aukward Scholar? And yet I will not, to mimic my 
_ adverſary, ſay, that it is happy this gentleman is 
not married. I am rather diſpoſed to think it a 
pity he ſhould not be married before his outward 
Coat of oddities be too much harden'd into habit for 
a wife to poliſh away. If any of our ſex was to 
take him in hand, in all probability ſhe might 
gradually ſmooth him into eaſe, laugh off his for- 
mal baſhfulneſs, and at the ſmall expence of a gen- 
teel ſuit of cloaths, a new wig, a little powder and 
oil, and a few leſſons from Glover, mould the ruſtic 
| ſcholar into a compleat gentleman, by finiſhing to 
convince him that. it is no ornament to a Man of 
| ſenſe to make the figure of a fool; nor any blemiſh 
to The merit of an honeſt Man to dreſs like one. 
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If there be any truth in that prevailing notion 
that where both parents have ſenſe, the children 
ſeldom have much; I would by no means propoſe. 
a match between this gentleman and the learned 
lady my adverſary's acquaintance. For tho? I give 
little credit to the library which he has been pleaſed 
to provide her with, and which could not contribute 
to make her what he confeſſes her to bez yet from 
the ſketch he has given of her natural parts, it ap- 
_ pears that her oddities and Occiput's are owing to 
the ſame cauſe, and a little matter would finiſh 
0 the compleat perſons they are capable of be- 

, And therefore I think it highly unfit they 
Yhould: be Man and wife, however like one anon 
ther; leſt they ſhould beget ſuch another wit as 
our adverſary. 
However at his return to e I think it 
_ would be very proper to publiſh the banns between 
Campo bianco and my adverſary's Dromonia, For 
if it be true that the wiſeſt children are the off- 
ſpring of a fool and a mad- man, why may it not be 
as probable that a croſs breed of oafiſh fanaticiſm 

and wild enthuſiam ſhould produce an orthodox 
babe of grace. If Dromonia is filly to an extrava- 
gance of bigotry, Campo- bianco is frantic to the ut- 
moſt fury of ſenſeleſs zeal. Commiſſion'd by a ſolemn 
1quint of devotion, the ſwelling of ſelf-apphauſe, 
and the gnawings of envious want of merit, he can 
preach anarchy up to the eminence of Chriſtian 
obedience, blow pride to the warmth of religious 


ardour, and deal out damnation by wholeſale at the 
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expence of the clergy. A zealous apoſtle of Satan, 
he can look the faint and put on the ſimilitude of 
an angel of light, to make the good rebel and the 
wicked blaſpheme through deſpair. He can thin 
 Charches by Church authority, overthrow Scrip- 
ture by its own words, Kant virtue out of a 
5 8 55 and 


[75] 


and religion into confuſion. He has bilk⸗d the 


poor of their induſtry, the rich of their money; 


rob'd one half the people of their ſenſes, the other 


half of their conſcience; talk*d libertines out of all 


hopes of repentance, the virtuous into diffidence of 
their ſalvation, and deprived church and ſtate of 
the means to rectify this diſorder by the contempt 
he has rail'd them into. Nay, a meer eccleſiaſtical 
prig, by an odd kind of miracle, he has at once 
render'd venerable and ridiculous the moſt con- 
; temptible fopperies, by a formal coalition of jarring 
ones in his own groteſque figure: Has ranted a 
coxcomb's toupee out of buckle in a ſmartly froſted 


bob, puff d away the powder from one young girls 


locks without ruffling his own, and with his gold- 

watch in his hand preach*d poverty to another ſo 

pathetically, that he had melted the golden pride 
on her manteel into ſolid humility in his own purſe, 
if he had not been unluckily defeated with a imart N 


repartee by the ſerpent of her wit. 


However if this ſolid Divine ſhould have too 
high an opinion of his own country to entertain 
any hopes of gulling it a third time, and Dromonia 


too mean a one of Penſilvania to hazard a voyage 


thither; let her not deſpair of a huſband, while 


Puxxle- Conſcience is in being. This worthy per- 
ſonage without being a Divine has all the merit re- 
quiſit to qualify him for a Mitre, as Mitres are 
ſometimes beſtow'd. He is one of your good ſort 


of Men, whoſe goodneſs, not unlike ſome of our 


Engliſh country roads, is excellent at bottom; but (as 


the peaſants expreſs themſelves) here's a woondy Woy 


t9*t. Bleft with an energic corpulence of fleſh and 


a a happy broadneſs of viſage, where native dulneſs 
ranges through every feature unhaunted by the ſha- . 
dow of meaning, he looks a very biſhop for gravi- 
ty. His brain the palture- ground of folly, 1 Ignorance, | 
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and bigotry, like a heath of fern and furz, is a 
kind of vacant plenitude, if 1 may call it fo, of 
{ſcriptural Texts and cbmmon- plate arguments fitted 
for every religious topic; which by the help of an 
all inſpiring pipe of Tobacco and a pot of porter he = 
often applies with uncommon ſucceſs, The fairneſs 
_ of his wig, the ſmugneſs of his dreſs, which for 
an old beau is ſmart enough, and a fortunate ſet- 
tledneſs of phiz, add ſuch force to his diſcourſe, that 
after ſome hours talk he ſeldom fails to convince 
you that he is very earneſt about ſomething that is 
deſignedly good, tho? you cannot tell what. He 
is ſo eaten up with the zeal of the houſe of the Lord 
as to retain but little for himſelf; and therefore if 
he is impettinently forward in rebuking his neigh- 
bours for their conduct, they are the more obliged 
to him as his charity renders him ſollicitous to make 
others as good Chriſtians as he thinks he is. If you 
copy not after him, he will be friendly enough to 
tell you of your miſtake; and if you do, it is a 
hundred to one but he alters his practice, convinced 
that that cannot be lawful for him to do which he 
fees done by frail finners. Nor is he more ſparmg 
in his pious reproofs to the clergy than to the laity ; 
he has conſulted a body of Divines about a lady's | 
dropping afleep in Church, and the manner of 
their own behaviour out of it; he once aſk*d me, 
piouſly ſtaring me out of countenance, whether I 
ever ſaid my prayers with ſincerity; and to ſhew 
his own ſincerity another time aſk'd a reverend 
dlergyman, with graceful ſeriouſneſs, whether he 
ever committed fornication after he was in orders: 
Nay, I am told, he deſigns, if ever the Convoca- 
tion ſhould ſet again in his time, to propoſe for 
their advancement in perfection that all Church-men 
| ſhall go cloath'd in ſack-cloth, and wear linen a 
* groat a yard cheaper than winnow-theets. 3 
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I muſt confeſs that ſuch geniuſes as theſe out- top 
thi abilities of our ſex for divinity, as moſt of the 
philoſophic tribe of that ſex diſtance us in trifling with 
the ſciences. But however we may be excluded from 
the ſacred ſtudies by the laws of God, for the reaſons 
I have already hinted in my former Eflay yet I de- 
fy the Men to prove from any arguments divine or 


human, that we are by nature unqualified for Di- 


vinity, or by any laws of God or nature prohibited 
or diſencouraged every other commendable ſcience; 
or even that we are leſs or not more capable of ſuc- 


5 ceeding! in the ſtudy of them than any of the Men. 


Indeed as I have already obſerved, we have no 
ſhare with them in the external advantages leading 


to them; but are we therefore incapable of them. 


To convince us of this the Men ſhould prove that 
the reaſon why we are not admitted to them is be- 
cauſe we are eſſentially unable to reap any benefit 
from them. But this they will find an impracticable 
taſk. Whereas it would be no difficult matter to 
prove that the very reaſon why they themſelves 


acquire ſo very little benefit from the ſciences is 

the confuſed notion they have of them in general. 
One grand vulgar error which has crept into 

Philoſophy, thro? the extravagance of manniſh learn- 


ing, is the very great diſtinction made among the 


ſciences. Inſomuch that to follow their round- 
ahout methods of teaching them it is impoſſible to 
find any coherence in them; and hence perhaps it 
is that human underſtanding is conſider'd in ſo li- 


mited a light, as to be thought incapable of excel- 


ling in many ſciences. If we hunt this chimera up 


to it's ſource, we ſhall find it to proceed from the 
fame cauſe with that which influences their weak 
opinion of Woman: kind, to wit, Prejudice: Which, 
confounding Cuſtom with Nature, takes the diſpo- 6 


ſition of different perſons to different ſciences for an 
effect 
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effect of natural temperament, when in reality it 
is more often the caſual effect of neceſſity, chance, 
or education. So that would the Men once make 
a facrifice of prejudice- to reaſon, how plainly 


might they not ſee that there is in fact but one 


great ſcience in the world, whence all the reſt, like 


ſo many branches from their trunk, are natural. 
_ emanations 3 which is, the knowledge of ourſelves 
and all external objects according to, their manner of 
affecting us. The reſt of all our knowledges are. 
dependent on this, and this well underſtood the. 
others propoſed in order and method have no 


greater difficulty, nor any thing in them which 


the meaneſt Vomen are not as capable of reaching 
as the greateſt Men. The Ideas of natural objects 


are abſolutely neceſſary, and theſe are form'd in all 
after the ſame manner. Adam and Eve had them, 
as we have: We firſt received them as children 
now do, and they have no other way of entrance 
into the minds of Men than of Women, both ee 


them by the uſe of the ſenſes. 


There is nothing more wanting than ſenſation 
reflection and attention in obſerving the different 
appearances of nature, to diſcourſe on their effects. 


By the help of theſe any one will be capable of re- 
marking that the luminous bodies in the heavens 


are of an igneous nature, ſince they both warm and 


light us as our terreſtrial fires. do; and to judge of 


their motion and courſes, there needs no-more than 


_ comparatively, to conſider their different and ſuc- 
ceſſive appearances by the help of teleſcopes. Now 


whoever are able to contain great deſigns in the 


mind, and ſet the ſprings of them in agitation, 


may with equal eaſe and exactneſs turn there the 
whole machine of the world, if they are but care- 


ful to remark it's different appearances. The mind 
- is always. in action, and, ſhe who has once obſerved 


the 


79 J. 
main ſprings of nature, and knows how it proceeds 
in one thing, may without much drudgery diſcover 
it's manner of operating in another: There are but 
different degrees between the impreſſion made by 
the Sun, and by a ſpark of Fire; nor is there any 
other difference than that of more or leſs, eſſential 
or participative, in all the analogies of nature. So 


that to become perfectly verſed in them all there is 
neither required exceſſive ſtreſs upon the mind, nor 


violent exerciſe of the body. 


In works of fancy there is much more induſtry 
and genius wanting, as they are arbitrary, and not 
to be perfected ſo much by rule as by ſtrength of 


judgment and delicacy of taſte ; which is the rea- 
ſon perhaps why few Men ſucceed in them ſo well 
as the Women, This is evident in the works of the 
needle, the tent, and the loom : Where very great 
| {kill judgment and dexterity are required to diſtri- 
bute the threads, to mingle the colours, to diverſity 


the ſhades, to obſerve the proportions on a Canvas, 
and ſo place the figures as neither to join them too 


_ *Cloſe nor place them too much aſunder; to link 
the threads together and render the knots imper- 


ceptible; in a word to place no more in one rank 
than in another, neither to croud the ſcene nor 
leave it too bare, and ſo to play with art as to 
conceal it's aſſiſtance, and make the whole look 
with the eaſy air of one of nature's frolics. To ar- 


rive to any perfection in this there is need of inven- 
tion; whereas to become miſtreſs of the ſciences, 


a Woman has nothing more to do than to inſpect 5 
with order works already done, compleat in their 


kind, and ever uniform. And ſuch Women, as fail 


of ſucceſs in the ſtudy of them, miſs their aim 


more from the want of ſkill and method in their 
maſters, than from the obſcurity of the objects 
: themſdlves or their own incapacity, For if we 
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ſeriouſly conſider we ſhall be ben to own * 
every one of the rational ſciences. requires, much 
leſs genius and time than is neceſſary to reach to 
any excellence in tapeſtry, 80 or embroidery, 
in which the Momen undeniably far excel the To” 3 
The cauſe then of the Men's thinking that ſo 
much trouble is neceſſary to acquire a few Know- 
ledges, is the tautology with which they croud their 
methods of attaining to them. To make their pupils 
reach one neceſſary truth, t they often lead them a 
wild-gooſe chaſe through many ynprofitable ones. 
All their knowledge generally conſiſts in a unten 5 
hiſtory of other Men's ſentiments who have gone 
— 4 them; hence moſt Men repoſing on 3 
and the credit they give to their maſters, few have 
the good fortune to gain a clear conception of 
things for want of a natural and conciſe method in 
ſtudying them. And therefore perhaps one reaſon 
why Nomen, when they apply to the ſciences, 
make ſo much greater proficiency in leſs time and 
with leſs labour than the Men, is their having a 
greater brilliancy of parts and ſolidity of judgment 
to enable them to ſteer the ſhorter way to truth. 
The two great ends for which we apply our- 
ſelves to ſtudy are undoubtedly to attain to a true 
knowledge of things, and by that knowledge to 
ſoar to virtue. Now if one truth will not choak 
the Men, they muſt own that the major part of our 
ſex are in poſſeſſion of virtue, which they could 


not be, without ſufficient knowledge to acquire and 5 


retain it. Wherefore ſince knowledge is the hand- 
maid to virtue, and the Vomen in poſſeſſion of this, 
it is the peculiar praiſe of moſt of them to have 
gain'd the principal advantage of all ſciences with- 
out the opportunity of ſtudying them, While all 
the ſtudy of the Men ſeems uſeful only to widen 
: them Trom the great end guy were deſign'd. N. 
. 


. 
It cannot then be doubted that the Women, Wo 
make ſuch excellent uſe of the little knowledge 
they are allow'd, would infinitely ſurpaſs the Men, 
had they anſequal ſhare with them in the advantages 
of education: Since it is very viſible that they have 
much more natural capacity and diſpoſition for 
improving it. But as it is, granting an equal ca- 
pacity in both ſexes, tis a greater wonder that 
there ever ſhould have been one learned Woman, 
than it would have been had all the Men been fo, 
if we do but conſider the inequality of education 
J 4 Ye TS 
It is commonly believed that Turks, Barbarians, 
and Moors, are not ſo capable of learning as 
Europeans. And yet ſhould we once ſee half a 1 
dozen Æibiopian Doctors at Oxford or Cambridge, N 
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eminent in the ſciences they profeſs'd, we ſhould 
entertain a better notion of them. And ſurely Wo- 

men deſerve at leaſt as much juſtice from the Men : 
as Savages do, and may claim as much right to [1 


their altering their opinion, Shou'd a Man, on 1 
account of the ignorance which at preſent prevails bk 


in Greece, tell a Grecian that all his countrymen N 
are naturally incapable of ſtudying the ſciences; 1 
muſt he not'bluſh if he had any grace left, to hear 10 
the Grecian quote him the illuſtrious names of a = 
Plato an Ariſtotle, and many other ancients of 
cgqual parts and learning? And what would he 
| have to reply, if the Grecian ſhould, add, that if 
Bis country is not as famous for learning now as it 
_ was formerly, it is for want of the ſame advan- 
tages? Let our adverſary then fay — may not the 
Women in general make uſe of the fame reaſoning? 
There have been many Women illuſtrious for parts 
and learning; and if there are not (which I very 
much queſtion if the veil of modeſty was thrown 
aſide) as many now as there have been in former 
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ages, it is becauſe they have not the ſame advan- 
tages they then had. But does their not having 
thoſe advantages annul their right to them? 
It has been deem'd neceſſary for the ſecurity of 

contracts and the peace of families, that ſuch as 
with a good conſcience have been in a long and 
immemorable poſſeſſion of the goods of fortune 
| ſhould not be liable to the diſturbance of after- 
claims. But it never was heard of that a perſon, 


who, by ignorance, neglect, or the ſurpriſe of 


others, has fallen from his juſt right, may not try 


all lawful means to recover his property; and his 


incapacity of poſſeſſion was never conſider'd as 
natural but only civil. 
As the ſame goods of Fortune can not at once 3 : 
be poſſeſt by different perſons, it is reaſonable to 
maintain the actual poſſeſſors of them with a good 
conſcience in poſſeſſion of them to the prejudice 
of very ancient proprietors. But it fares not thus 


with the goods of the mind: Againſt them there 


can be no preſcription; but however long we have 
been excluded from them, our right of Replevin 
continues inalienable. Every rational being has 


a right to good ſeneſ, and all that is intelli- 


gible. Reaſon is abſolutely unlimited in her juriſ- 
diction over mankind; we are all born to judge 
of what concerns and affects us, and if ſome cannot 
uſe the objects of ſenſe with the ſame facility as 
others, all have an equal right to them, Truth 
and knowledge, like light and air, are not to be 
diminiſh'd by communication. On the con- 
trary the more they are participated the more uſeful 
and pleaſing they are. The greater the number 

of perſons employ'd in the ſearch of them is, the 

ſooner their enquiries will meet with ſucceſs, and 
the more ample they muſt be; and therefore had 
both lexes been pally. buſied in them, how much 

ampler 
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ampler would not their diſcoveries now have beek 15 
than they really are! Knowledge and truth then 
are goods exempted from any preſcription, and 
conſequently ſo are the ſciences by which they are 
to be attain'd! So that ſuch of our ſex as have been 
deprived of them hitherto have a right of re- entry 
without any injury to thoſe Men who are in poſ- 
ſeſſion of them. And they only, whoſe intereſt it 
is to rule weak minds by opinion and ſhew, have 
any reaſon to apprehend our re eſtabliſnment in 


our right; for fear the ſciences becoming as fami- 


lar to us as to them we ſhould eclipſe all their 
glory, and ſhew the littleneſs of their a by 


the greatneſs of our own. 


Their cowardice then in n us from the 
ſciences is nothing inferior to their inſolence in 
upbraiding us with the want of them. They firſt 


make laws and cuſtoms to deprive us of learning 


and then blame us for ignorance. They keep us i 
from the converſation of Men of ſenſe, and then 


are angry for our converſing with fools, tho? not 
from choice but neceſſity. Nay pretend to prove 
us fools ourſelves, becauſe we have none of their 
ſex to entertain us but fools. I agree with my ad- 
verſary that it is no bad rule to judge of people 


by the company they are fond of; but ſurely our 
judgment muſt be wrong, when we pretend to 


judge of their merit by the company which is fond 


of them. I have heard of a Taylor's being in 


love with queen Beſs, but am not therefore con- 


vinced that ſhe was ſo with the Taylor. Nay, 


once I was told of a Footman's being immoderate- 


ly vain of having been treated very familiarly by 
the late king of Sardinia, when the whole familiarity 
amounted only to the king's having given him a 
kick with a Sirrah get out of my way. And were the 
tops and coxcombs, who intrude themſelves among 
e N us 
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4 us, capable of doing 555 to us or themſelyes 3 
they would have little better favours to boaſt of from 

= us. But granting ſome to be fond of their company, 


—_ it is quite ſtupid to argue that all our ſex are filly 
1 creatures, becauſe thoſe few are ſo. Let but a fair 
=. _ compariſon be made and the oppoſit truth 1 
=. _ 
—_ " _ a ict deal of time and money is 
ö generally ſpent to make the Men fit for ſomething; 
ſeven years of ſchool, as much at college, and 
often half as much in travels: Which after all 
ſerve only to compleat them clowns, fops, dunces 
or pedants; while the Women, without any of theſe 
expenſive aids, make appear a fine underſtanding 
well improved, at an age when the others but be- 
gin to learn the neceſſity of hiding their folly and 
ignorance. Whatever then our adverſary may be 
diſpoſed to ſay or think, experience ſhews that the 
generality of Women learn under all diſadvantages 
1 do make a better uſe of ſenſe than the Men do: 
—_ | And if there are ſome incorrigible fools among US, 
1 I am ſure they are fools at much leſs coſt and pains 
than thoſe of the other ſex, 
To prove the ſuperior genius of — it is 
almoſt ſufficient to behold them : Their look and 
air is more ſenſible, ſtately, and happy than the 
Men's. In Women the forehead is generally lofty 
and large, the eyes lively and quick, and the 
whole viſage full of vivacity, which are uſual 
marks with Phyſiognomiſts of wit and judgment. 
= And their brain being generally temper*d with 
= heat and moiſture, which renders the mind quick 
by. and piercing, they have moſtly an ke ng ima- 
gination, a ready invention, and an eaſy diſcern- 
ment. Their memory is for the moſt part happy 
and their fancy ſprightly; they repreſent things 
with a plealingnels that 1 ite inſinuating, they 
are 
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are confeſledly fortunate in their expreſſion, and 


much readier than the Men in finding out turns and 
expedients the minute they are wanted. The 
natural wit of Women, with a little application, 

will ſuffice to acquire them a ſolidity of judgment: 


And many of them have ſhewn it with as A 


6: delicacy as the muſt learned of the oppoſit ſex. 
This is ſo true that the ableſt authors have gene- 


rally ſhewn more apprehenſion for their rk, bee, 


from the criticiſm of the ladies, than of any of their 


_ own ſex. For my own part, I muſt confeſs] am 
much leſs concern'd about the judgment the Men 
will paſs on this little Treatiſe and my former one, 
than I am about the fate they will meet with from 
| judges of my own ſex, I am fenſible that the ma- 
ny defects which may be found in both cannot 
eſcape their penetration. The ſtile is not equal nor 
the expreſſions proportion'd to the dignity of the 


ſubject. I have omitted, even purpoſely, many 


weighty obſervations, which might have greatly 


illuſtrated ſome points which I have touch*'d upon 
but lightly, and many ſubjects I have totally 
neglected, which had been of themſelves worthy 
conſideration. But let the character I write in 
plead my excuſe. Had it been poſſible for me to 
change ſex and yet retain the honeſt impartialicy 
which inſpires me at preſent ; I might have ſpoken 
much bolder truths, But as I happen to be a omar, 


many noble things I might fay to their praiſe, tho? 
I have not the leaſt ſhare in them, would be look'd 
upon as fulſom compliments paid myſelf, if I 


ſpoke them; as they are generally taken for the 


_ excreſcencies of gallantry in thoſe Men who are 


| honeſt enough to Women to do them juſtice. 


Neither am I ignorant that ſome ladies will be 


angry with me for what I have ſaid, however con- 


cus they are af the truths I have advanced. That 


modeſty 
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modeſty which leads them into the miſtake of con- 
cealing their own ſuperior merit, and the fear they 
are in of incenſing the irrational tyrants of the other 
| ſex to redouble their ferocity will make them 
look upon this as a raſh attempt, which inſtead of 

| healing their wounds will only be a pretext for 


their Butchers to gall them with freſh ones. But 
let them reflect that if the Men of ſenſe and ſpirit 


can but be reaſon'd out of following the example of 
the fools and cowards they have to deal with; 


theſe will eaſily be ſhamed and ſcared intojuſing Wo- 


men better, to cloke that baſeneſs which aCtuates 
them, For it is very remakable that nothing 1s 
more ſubject to fear and ſhame than that bullying 


race who ill-treat their wives; as nothing could 
ſpirit a Man to lord it over a Woman, but that 


Heartleſs cowardice which makes him fond of in- 


ſulting the only creature he has a power over, 


from the ſingle conſideration of his having more 


brutal ſtrength, and a legal authority to exert it. 


Beſides let ſuch of my fair readers, as may be diſ- 


poſed to think I have carried ſome things too far, 


reflect that I have no where gone beyond the 


ſtricteſt rules of truth; and if I have too ſtrongly 
proved our right to an equal ſhare of power, dig- 


nity and eſteem with the Men, and our natural 


capacity of ſurpaſſing them, I have notwithſtand- 


ing never aim'd at wreſting the power they are 


in poſſeſſion of out of their hands. On the con- 
trary, let all J have advanced be candidly con- 
ſider'd, it will be found that I have declared open- 


ly againſt it. I have indeed in my former treatiſe, 

and again in this, endeavour'd to ſpirit my ſex to 
have that juſt eſteem for themſelves which is re- 
quiſit to force the Men to pay them that eſteem 
which is their due, If any blame me for this let 
them reflect on the advice of Pythgoras: Above all 


. | things 


871 


things be ſure to have @ due reſpect for yourfal. 


If we think meanly of ourſelves ; how can we be 


ſurpriſed if that ungenerous ſex ſhould lay hold 
of it to load us with the contempt we ſeem con- 


ſcious of deſerving. No, the only way to force 


thoſe unjuſt creatures to do us Juſtice is to be juſt 
to ourſelves, by the improvement of our minds, 
the enrichment of our hearts, and ſuch a conduct 

as may convince them that if we are content to be 
ſubject to them it is not for want of talents to 


command them. I am for ſhewing them that our 


ſubmitting to act in a more confined ſphere is only 


owing to the ſuperiority of our virtue, and the. 


want of that avarice, arrogance," and ambition 
which are the great inſpirers of the beſt actions of 


moſt of them, 


The only indulgence then I have to crave from 
my fair partners in oppreſſion is, that fuch of 
them as modeſty, humility, or contracted timidity, 
may have induced to be diſpleaſed with ſome 
ſtrokes of mine, would favour the whole of what 
I have written with a ſecond peruſal ; in order to 
qualify themſelves for judging juſtly and unpreju- 
dicedly. If they do this, whatever faults they may 


find with the method or expreſſion, for being ſo 


| ſhort of the delicacy of their own talent and taſte, 


I am confident they cannot diſapprove of the rea- 


ſoning and deſign. I have no where been for the 
Women's departing from their character: But have 


aim'd wholly at giving it it's true luſtre, by 
ſhewing that the modeſty, meekneſs, humility and 


reſerve, which are ſo inſeparably blended with it, 


are no arguments of their wanting ſenſe, courage, 


conduct, and ſpirit, to act in a much ſuperior 
ſphere than they chuſe to do. If I have not 


treated this ſubject in ſo compleat a manner as 


* 


ſome of my ſex now in being are capable of 


doing, 
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doing. 1 frankly own it to be mote owing. to want 
of genius than of matter. I was conſcious indeed 
from my firſt ſetting out, that among the infinite 
arguments I could produce of the luperior talents of 
Woman the viſible littleneſs of my own would ap- 
| pear a perplexing. * qr againſt me. Still an 
irreſiſtible love of truth, ſpite of all diſadvantages, 
f made me reſolve to do the reſt of my ſex all the 
e I was capable of, however I might ſuffer 
by having it done to myſelf. If there be any 
raſnneſs in this, I am content that ſuch of my ſex 
as are capable of excelling me in ſuch an under- 


taking ſhould blame my forwardneſs, provided 


they will give me leave to blame them in turn for 

their remiſſneſs, in not exerting their abilities in ſo 
juſt a cauſe. For the reſt I ſhall regret no freedoms 
which any ladies may think proper to take with 

my ſlender productions, if they will but indulge 


me the innocent liberty of exhorting them to apply 


themſelves to the ſciences, without regarding the 
little reaſons of the Men, whoſe jealouly i is ſo in- 


duftrious to divert them from the improvement 


they might thence gather. Truth and knowledge 
are the only objects worthy their being ſollicitous 


 afterz and theſe chey have a mind capable of 


reaching in the molt perfect manner, It is there- 
fore an indiſpenſable duty in them to put them-_ 
ſelves in a condition to avoid that reproach, which 
the ſtifling truth and knowledge in ignorance: and 
indolence would juſtly bring upon them. Neither 
have they any other way to guard themſelves. 


| from the error and ſurpriſe to which they are 


perpetually expoſed, whoſe knowledge is but a 
kind of collection of oral traditions, for the truth of 
which they have little better than Gazetteer authority. 
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IDs GEO VVV 5 1 ecure 


* ; I 

4 - 

e S * wm 
— 


„ 5 
ſecure happineſs to themſelves through life by a 
ſteady purſuit of virtue and prudence. 5 


W What advantages and delight may they not r * 


from a ſerious application to uſeful ſtudies, as we 


when they are in company as in private. The ſa- 
tisfaction they taſte in hearing others diſcourſing 
elevated ſubjects may ſuffice to give them 
ſome idea of the exquiſit pleaſure they may reap 
by being enabled to treat upon them themſelves. 
They might by ſuch means render the moſt trivial 
topics of converſation ſovereignly profitable and 
Pleaſant, by treating them in a more elegant man- 


ner than the vulgar do. And by joining to that 


_ delicacy of manners, which is their undiſputed pro- 


perty, a fund of uſeful knowledges with a ſolidity 


of reaſoning, they muſt affect their hearers with 
_ pleaſure, improvement and admiration. What 
entertainment, delight and reputation then would 
not their drawing-rooms afford them, if changed 
into academies! And with what ſolid peace and 


recreation would not their very retirement be at- 
| tended! Never leſs alone than when alone, how 
many ſolitary hours would they be able to fill with 


advantageous amuſements! How many melancholy 


thoughts would be diſſipated by the pleaſing pen- 


ſiveneſs of mind- engroſſing ftudy ! How many 
griefs expell'd by the ſolace of philoſophy! How 


many ſoul-dilating comforts might they inhale 
from the lecture of well-written books! How ma- 
ny diverting voyages and journies might they take 


over a globe! How widely might they range the 
world, penetrate to the very center of the earth and 
ſeas, or foar to the higheſt heavens on the wings 
of fancy, without danger, expence, or the pains of 
ſtirring from their cloſets! How little time would 
they then find occafion for means to aſſaſſinate ! 
Or rather how ſollicitous would they then be to 
% multiply 
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[90] a 
multiply their minutes to hours, their da 
months, and their years to ages! The thi of 
learning which the bare taſte of truth is capable of 
giving would make them live an eternity by anti- 
cipation, and graſp an infinity of ge in 
imagination and wiſh. 
Bruch of my ſex as have been earlily ſo far infected 
by the artifice of the Men as to have only an ambi- 
tion to pleaſe may by the help of ſtudy gratify even 
that weakneſs, and render it both uſeful to others 
and unhurtful to themſelves. The beauty of the 
mind, which is to be attain'd only by a proper 
application to ſtudy, cannot but add a double luſtre 
to their native charms. Women of very ordinary per- 
ſons, who are but witty and provided with uſeful 
knowledge, are generally eſteemed by both ſexes; 
and however homely they may appear, their ad- 
vantages of mind cultivated by ſtudy ſo amply ſup- 
ply the ſcantineſs of natural graces and fortune, that 
we often ſee them talk themſelves handſome and 
agreeable in the eyes of the niceſt critics of beauty. 
What power of charming then may not thoſe 
ladies without vanity hope for, who to all the 
endearments which nature and fortune could laviſh 
on their perſons add the ſuperior graces of a mind 


and heart enrich'd with uſeful learning and virtue 


By the authority of theſe, both the one and the other 
ſort muſt attract the admiration and eſteem of all 
Men, they will be admitted into the moſt refined 
enterta inments of the learned of the oppoſit ſex, 

and reign in their hearts on a double account, The 

Men will find it their intereſt to conſult them 
in every affair of importance; and tho? the love 
of power may hinder thoſe from admitting them 
to any ſhare in government, they will at leaſt treat 
them with deference, as they become ſenſible of 
wanting their n and aſſiſtance to execute with 

2, ſafety 
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fafety and honour the affairs they are charged with. 


There is then no one reaſon to be aſſign'd why 
the Women ſhould not apply themſelves to the 
ſtudy. of the ſciences 3 but there are many and 


weighty ones too why they ſhould : The leaſt of 
which is that properly methodiſed ſtudies can be 
no injury to any of them, however little progreſs 
they ſhould be able to make; and muſt be of emi- 
nent ſervice to them and to all Mankind in general. 
Since if they take care, as they will when proper- 
ly inſtructed, not to let their ſtudies break in upon 
the immediate duties of their ſtation, they cannot 
fail to turn out better children, better parents, 
better ſervants, miſtreſſes, or wives, and better 


ſubjects to the ſtate, than indolence, and e 
is capable of making them. 


From what J ſaid in my former treatiſe con- 
cerning the natural ability of Fomen for military 


offices, no one could well be ſo weak as to imagin 


I wanted my ſex to be admitted to any ſhare in 
them. The contrary muſt appear very plain from 
what I there ſaid. I neither meant nor could 


mean any thing more than on one hand to expoſe the 


_ exceſſive ſillineſs of the Men who force them- 
ſelves to believe from the Momen's being excluded 
from warlike exerciſes, that they are naturally 


cowards and therefore unfit for them; and on the 


other hand, to ſhew that the heart of Woman is no 
leſs capable by nature of that ſteady reſolution 


which makes up virtuous courage, than her head 
is of that ſenſe and diſcretion which is requiſit to 
diſtinguiſh the proper occaſions for exerting it. 


And I think I have already ſo fully proved that the 
Men have no more title to either than the Yomen, 
that it is needleſs to add much more on that ſubject. 


If the Men are more hardy than we are; that ad- 
vantage, as I have already obſerved, ought greatry 
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to be attributed to their difference of educa 
both ſexes equally exerciſed the one might poſſibly 
acquire as much vigour as the other. Nay, we 
have ſeen it verified in fact in many common- 
wealths, where wreſtling and other execiſes were 
common to both ſexes; and if the accounts of our 
mariners be right, the ſame is ſtill true among a 
ſort of Amazonian race in the ſouth parts of Ame- 
rica; not to mention that virago breed among the 
Duteb, who are ſtronger and hardier than the 
ſtouteſt Men among them. If many Women are 
| ſhy and timorous even out of the neighbourhood 


1921 3 
tion. Were 


of danger, they may thank the Men for the exceſ- 


ſive induſtry made uſe of to inure them from their 
infancy to fear. A girl is taught not to think her- 
ſelf in ſecurity under the eye of her governeſs, nor 


under the wings of her mother; is perpetually 


frighted with ſtories of Hob-goblins in all the cor- 
ners of the houſe, and ever provided with matter 


of fear againſt ſhe is alone. In the ſtreets, in the 
town, in the country, or wherever ſhe is there is 


ſomething to apprehend for her ſafety: And not 


even the church is to exempt her from perils if 
without her guards. What wonder then the great - 
eſt natural courage ſnould be loſt in fear, or that 
this ſhould grow up with children thus educated ? 
And yet it is undeniable matter of fact that Women 


can and often have ſurmounted all theſe fears, and 
dared the greateſt real dangers on laudable occa- 


ſions. If there are a few ſuch inconſiſtent creatures 
as my adverſary's friends Tremula and Viragina, 


zs I never intended to eſpouſe the cauſe of ſuch, or 


any of the fools or bad Women he has been pleaſed 


to expoſe, I think it but little concerns me to 
. plead any excuſe for them; and therefore ſhall 
leave them to juſtify themſelves as well as they can. 


Neither do I think it at all reflects any diſgrace on 


: : 1 
durt ſex, that there a few Vomen of bad or weak 
characters; conſidering how few they comparative- 

ly are, and how much the far greater part of Wo- = 
men out - ſnine the Men in ſenſe, and virtue, while —— 

the worſt characters of a few particulars among 
them are very ſhort of the wickedneſs and folly 
of many general characters among theſe. The 


bringing a character or two of a few cowardly 3 
Wonen, bred up in the ſchool of fear, can have but = 
little force to prove that all Nomen are cowards by nt 
nature; while hiſtory perpetuates the memory of Ah 

many who have ſacrificed their lives for a good = 

cauſe. The few inſtances I have produced in my $i 

former Treatiſe may exempt me from quoting the 1 

warlike bravery of Deborah, Thaleſtris, Penthefilea, i 
Camilla, and many others, who have gallantly foughe — ny 

in the cauſe of their country. I might add a liſt of if 

innumerable female martyrs, who have braved the ...- 
acuteſt torments manniſh brutality could invent, _— 


baffled the barbarous invention of the crueleſt ty- 
rants, and ſmiled on death for the fake of Chriſt, 


I might bring up the rear with a warlike maid of 
a France, who freed her Prince and country from 


over-powering oppreſſion, ſnatch'd conqueſt from 
a victorious enemy, and died as bravely amidſt the 
flames, as ſhe had fought intrepidly her way to 
glory through the ſwords of innumerable hoſts. But 
what need is there for ſo many inſtances to prove 
an undeniable truth, that Vomen in general never 
want a heart to deſpiſe death, whenever it ſtands 
in competition with their honour or their con- 
ſcience? Let the memory of the brave and virtuous 
Mallonia never be forgotten, whom all the pro- 
| miſes and aſſiduities of Tiberius could never induce 
; do ſuffer the leaſt ſtain on her chaſtity z and yet 
when in conſequence of his brutal revenge ſhe was 
facrificed to the violence of his domeſtics, as brave as 


_ ſhe 
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mne was chaſte, ſo far was ſhe 


94] 1 
from ſetting any value 
on life, or having any dread of death or pain, that 


ſhe nobly waſh'd off her diſgrace with her generous 
blood, by lodging a dagger in her breaſt. The 
daughter of Sextus Marius, immortal Rubellia, a- 
voided the like diſgrace by timely diſpatching her- 
ſelf. And Euſebia, the beautiful Euſebia, died on 
the ſame glorious account by her own undaunted 
hand, to eſcape the ſavage violence of the Em- 


peror Maxentius. Nor was the death of Venuna 


a leſs glorious inſtance of the intrepidity of our ſex 
Where our honour is concern'd. This lady for her 
extraordinary beauty was promiſed to the Grand 
Signior Selvin by his general Mahomet, who was 

beſieging Nicoſſia in which ſhe then was. But her 


valour and virtue diſappointed them both. She 
was inform'd of the deſign againſt her, and there- 
fore as ſoon as ever the town was taken ſhe threw 


herſelf into that part of it which was in flames, to 


preſerve her chaſtity unſullied. Adrochia and Al- 


cidda, the daughters of Antipenus Prince of Thebes, 


to reſtore peace and ſafety to their country, to 
which their exquiſit beauty and extraordinary me- 


rit were like to be the innocent means of ruin and 
utmoſt deſolation, generouſly kilPd themſelves. 
But was I to rehearſe a thouſandth part of the 
glorious deeds of this kind done by Women I ſhould 
never have done. 3: ET ITS wh 


I do not pretend however, from any thing I 


have ſaid concerning the valour of theſe illuſtrious 
ladies, to juſtify ſuicide. Even in them nothing 
but the ignorance and ſuperſtition of the barbarous 
ages they lived in could excuſe ſelf-.deſtruction. 
But thoſe were times when the extravagance of 
manniſh wickedneſs was ſuch, as laid them under a 


neceſſity of deifying the moſt horrid vices, as they 


had not yet | the ſecret of our modern heroes of 


| iniquity 


be 


iniquity to keep vice in countenance, by dethroninig 


5 bow. powers of Heaven and treading reMgion into 
_ contempt. No wonder then that the Women of thoſe 
times, who could have no other lights of religion to 
act by than they received from the Men, ſhould 
reſcue themſelves from vice and corruption, by ſuch 


means as they were taught to look upon as the moſt 


heroic of virtues, And however the action be cri- 


minal in itſelf, it was undoubtedly noble in them 


under ſuch circumſtances ; and is ſufficient to prove 
that Women have as much true courage as the Men, 
when their own virtue and honour or the public 

good calls upon them to exert it. Tho' indepen- 

dently of all theſe inſtances, there needs no greater 


argument of their courage and ſpirit than that they 


dare be virtuous, notwithſtanding the little chance 


they have of being at all upon any equal footing 
with the Men while they perſevere to be ſo, 
The conduct of Women, whatever kind of life 


they embrace, is generally ſpeaking remarkably | 


virtuous 3 they who chuſe to keep their freedom, 


ſeem born only for patterns and examples to others; 
_ Chriſtian modeſty appears in their countenance and 
dreſs, and honour and goodneſs ſeem to make their 


chief ornaments, In a word, their aſſiduity in works 
of piety and religion is a ſufficient proof that 


their chief reaſon for not engaging in a matrimo- 
nial ſtate was to enjoy ſuch a liberty of mind 


and ſuch a freedom of heart as might diſpenſe 
them from attending to any other objects than hea- 
venly ones. Humanity and Chriſtian compaſſion 


are virtues ſo peculiar to our ſex that they ſeem 
born with us. The miſeries of our neighbours, our 


enemies not excepted, ſeldom fail to affect us with 


a concern little inferior to that with which we feel 


our own: And any ſuffering of others need but 
reach our eyes to penetrate to our ſouls, Is it not 
the 
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the Women FR in o public calamities are the moſt 


laviſh in their charities ? Which of the two ſexes is 
the readieſt to melt into compaſſion! for the poor, 


to viſit the ſick, or to relieve che impriſon d? 
Tho? I cannot think it a jot more abſurd to ridi- 


cule and contemn ſuch generous creatures as be- 


neath the very miſerable objects they voluntarily 


ſuhmit to ſerve, than it is to ſay or think that 
Momen are inferior to the Men, 3 the former 


have viftue and fortitude enough, for the ſake of 


peace and charity, to ſubmit to the ſlavery of hu- 


mouring the latter, 3 tho ſo very much 1n general * 
below them in every conſideration bor that of bulk | 


and ſtrength. 


It would be endleſs to deſcend. to particulars: * 


Otherwiſe was I to relate the ſeveral virtues which 
Momen make appear in the different occurrences of 
life, I might ay enough to ſtrike envy itſelf dumb 
and force jealouſy to do them juſtice. I could 
ſhew to what a length they carry their temperance 


in eating, their ſobriety in drinking, and their 
moderation in every innocent pleaſure of life. How 


ſhining is their patience in trouble, their courage 


in dangers, their fortitude in affliction, their con- 
ſtancy under the ſharpeſt pangs! How frequent 
their fatigues, their faſtings, their watchings, for 


the eaſe of their huſbands and the good of their 
children! What compliance do they not uſe that 


they may live peaceable with the former, ſubmit- 


ting to their caprice, doing nothing without 
their conſent, and lay ing a reſtraint on themſelves 
in the moſt innocent freedoms, as well as depriving 


themſelves of the moſt harmleſs pleaſures, merely 


to free them from fantaſtic ſuſpicions! But without 
enlarging on theſe truths, for a confirmation of 


them I need but remit my candid readers to their 
own obſervation. What 1 omit, to ſpare the 
EP: modeſty 


28 PE our 
modeſty of my fair ſiſters, the honeſt part of the 


Men have continual opportunities of obſerving in 


public and private, at court as well as in the cloſet, 
at public aſſemblies, or domeſtic interviews, in the 
Poor as well as the rich, and in Vomen of every 
quality rank and degree. 5 


| To draw then to a concluſion let it fairly be con- 

ſider'd, what my adverſary has done for the de- 
fence of his own ſex, and the humiliation of ours. 
Why truly throughout his whole laborious drudge- 


ry of wit he has been able to ſum up no better ar- 


guments than a few voluntary aſſertions, miſapplied 
witticiſms, diſagreeable characters applicable only 
to a very few particulars, a heap of abuſive quota- 


tions, and an idle collection of foul-mouth*d ſcur- 


 Tilities from the Ancients as void of truth and ap- 


pearance of reaſon, as thoſe of his own advancing, 


But among all this congeries of impertinencies he 
has not been able to contradict one ſingle argument 


I have advanced in my former Treatiſe ; and tho“ 


he has many times labour'd to do it, he has hob- 


bled ſo in the attempt as palpably to point out the 
| lameneſs of the cauſe he eſpouſes. As to the learn- 
ed on whoſe authority our adverſary lays ſuch a 


mighty ſtreſs, there cannot need much difficulty to 


rid us of them, Every one knows that as their 


profeſſion does not oblige them to the ſtricteſt en- 
quiries, probability and appearance to Poets and 
Oralors, to Hiſtorians the teſtimony of antiquity 


however falſe, and to Lawyers cuſtom and practice 
however ſenſeleſs are generally ſufficient for pur- 


ſuading, which is the chief end they propoſe to 


themſelves. Indeed as to Philoſophers, one might 


expect ſomething more ſolid from them, as they 
are apt to lay a claim to abundance of wiſdom. 


Tho? if we examin their writings, and compare the 
many abſurdities they advance with the few tolerable 
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things they ſtumble upon, and again com che 
belt of IS pov AR with the common bf ther 
actions; we ſhall find them for the moſt part a ſet 
of inconſiſtent madmen, creatures poſleſt of as little 
Juſt. title to the name of Wiſemen as our Bedlam 
| penſioners, who probably might have acquired the 
title of ſages too, had they lived in thoſe ignorant 
bigotted ages, when their rants would have been 


taken for inſpirations, and the rational things they 


utter in their. lucid intervals for grave apothegms. 
Nevertheleſs I have plainly ſhewn that theſe gen- 
tlemen, whatever they might ſay in their delirious 
fits, have not fail'd to do the Women juſtice at their 
returns of reaſon, Tho' had they never ſaid any 
thing in our favour, what they have ſaid to our 
diſparagement can have little weight in the eyes of 


the ſenſible part of Mankind, ſince they are not 


only to be conſider'd as Men and conſequently 
parties concern'd, but likewiſe as ſubje& to the 
Tame humours, prejudices, paſſions, peeviſhneſs, 
revenge, c. as the reſt of that ſex ; and therefore 
as they have not ſtrengthen'd their aſſertions with 
any ſtronger appearance of reaſon than our adver- 
ſary has his, all they ſay or he ſays can amount to 
pothing 1 in point of evidence. 
I) he ſame may be ſaid of thoſe other claſſic au- 
thors my adverſary has been ſo free with; if they 
have ſaid any thing in ſome parts of their writings 
to the diſcredit of ſome Nomen, they have ſaid 
more to their advantage in general; and none of 
them all have been half ſo ſevere on the fair ſex as 
they have been on their own, but particularly 
Juvenal, whom our adverſary quotes with ſo much 


pomp. For if in one of his ſurly fits he has fallen 


foul on the Women, and undiſtinguiſhingly abuſed 
them in one ſatire; he found vices enough among 
the Men to beſtow all his other fifteen upon them. 
However 


However for the ſummary of all the accuſations 
laid againſt us, it is ſaid by theſe gentlemen that 
wie are more malicious and wicked than the Men. 
Now ſurely the Men cannot mean by this charge 


that there are more bad Women than bad Men: 


For that is a manifeſt falſhood. We have no ſhare 
in public employ ments, the abuſe of which is the 
cauſe of all public calamities; and in private life 
our virtue is too exemplary to be diſputed, and 
the diſorders of the other ſex too notorious to call 
them in queſtion. All then which our accuſers 
either ancient or modern can mean by calling us 
great evils, or wicked things, muſt be that ſuch 
of our ſex as do give their minds to evil do it in a 
more refined manner, and drive it farther than the 


Men are able to do however willing. Now grant- 
ing this to be ſo, what can our adverſary infer 


from hence but what is rather to the credit than diſ- 


credit of our ſex in general? It is impoſſible for a 


Woman to be capable of doing much miſchief 
without having good parts and a capacity to do 
as much good. So that in this bad Women com- 


Paratively eyed with Men are but like rich wicked 


perſons, who are more wicked than the poor, be- 
cauſe more in a condition for hurting. If ſuch 
Women can do much harm they could alſo do 
much good. As therefore it is owing to the igno- 
rance the Men educate them in that they are worſe 
than Men; knowledge on the contrary would 
make them as much better. But as I cannot ima- 
gin my adverſary will undertake to defend the 
actions of all the felons, murderers, parricides, 
tyrants and vile perſons of his ſex, ſo neither do 
1 think myſelf obliged to defend the few perſons of 
ours, who have been guilty of maniteſt crimes, 
No, We are as ready to give them up to public 
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reſentment as our adverſary, or any of his ſex 
can be for devoting them to In" 

The queſtion is not whether there have been and 
are any ill Women in the world, but whether there 
have not been and are not actually many more good 
ones. That there are is a truth ſo manifeſt that 
our antagoniſt will find it no eaſy taſk to diſ- 
prove it. At leaſt to carry on the attempt with 
ſucceſs he muſt come a little cloſer to the point 
than he has hitherto done. For after all will the 
boldly advancing things without making them out, 
the cracking a joke, quoting à few ſentences 
from Men in a paſſion or out of their ſenſes, 
railing with abuſive: fluency, ſearching all hiſtory 
and ranging the whole nation for a few ſingular 
inſtances of bad Women, ſuffice to juſtify his ſing- 
ing victory as he does? Tho? I am not diſpoſed to 
 _ the truth of the characters he has given, 
yet they are ſo very odd and uncommon that, 
however well each may ſuit the Voman it was 
drawn to reſemble, they are ſo very unlike the 
_ generality of my ſex, that few would be inclined 
to think that any Woman is affected by them. 
The ſame cannot be ſaid of the portraits I have 
here given of the Men. I made but one perſon in- 
deed ſet for each; and yet every one is a near re- 
ſemblance of ſo many, that moſt people, I dare ſay, 
will be inclined to think them deſign'd for the out- 
lines of the whole ſex. So that like the famous 
piece of Apelles, once they are expoſed to public 
view, I ſhall not be ſurpriſed to hear all the up- 
right unfeather'd animals in the town braying to 
their likeneſs in ſome one or other of them. But 

however loud and ungrateful a noiſe this confuſion 
of uncouth ſounds may produce, it will only ſerve 
0 divert me, as it can affect no otherwiſe than 
with 


[ 101 ] 


with laughter any of that ſex who have a juſt title Z 


3 the character of Men of ſenſe and virtue. 


For I do not deny that there are ſome nay many 

who are ſuch, though it muſt ſtill be own'd that 

_ _ thoſe many would dwindle to the appearance of a 
very infignificant number, if compared with the 
much greater number of Men who can juſtly lay 

no pretence to being either virtuous. or ſenſible, 
Still I am willing to be juſt, which I could not be 
was I to follow my adverſay's method of involving 
the innocent with the guilty. Tho? it may be per- 
fectly agreeable to his principles, from the over- 
ſtrain'd characters of a few particular bad and fooliſh 

Women, as much ſhun'd and deſpiſed by us as by 

| himſelf, to draw in his concluſion a general odium 

upon our whole ſex ; I ſhould think it both wicked 

and abſurd in me to conclude that all the Men are 


Ekna ves or fools or both, becauſe much the major 


part of them are ſo. No, let the guilty of both 
ſexes bleed, if my druf will have it ſo, till their 
worthleſs lives ebb out: But let not the innocent 
feel the edge of ſatire's weapon. Since the major 
part of our ſex are virtuous and diſcreet, what dan- 


ger have the Men to apprehend from acknowledg- 


ing them ſuch? And if there are a few Men of 
ſenſe and honour, exceptions from the general rule, 
why ſhould we be aſhamed to do them Juſtice ? I 
myſelf know ſome of this character and reſpe&t 
them as ſuch; and tho' many of my ſex have but 


tco bleeding reaſon to be averſed to the whole of the 
other for the little ſenſe or virtue they have found 


in any; to ſpeak impartially I may juſtly ſay that 
I have no perſonal reaſon to be offended with ſo 
much as one. Thanks to propitious providence the 
light of life it has placed me in has raiſed me above 
the reach of knaves, and bleſt me with the liberty 


of ſhunning fools. The little e I have 
| choſen 


but two, as I have never encour 


1 by the help of which, and the excellent reflections 


| [ ro2 J 
choſen to cultivate with any of that ſex has ever 
been with Men of ſenſe, and thoſe, for aught 1 
have reaſon to believe, Men of virtue too. In- 
deed I have never had and hope I never ſhall have 
| occaſion to put to trial the honour and honeſty of any 


aged an intimacy | 
with any but them, and their goodneſs is trial- 


proof. One is Honorio my guardian, and Claudio © 

who was my writing-maſter is the other. 
This gentleman has very good natural parts, | 
and without any regular education has treaſurd up =}. 


in his mind a great many very uſeful knowledges, 


which experience has taught him the art of making, 
he is qualified to afford folid entertainment to per- 


ſons of the beſt and moſt improved underſtanding. 
It is difficult however to ſay which in him is beſt 
the mind or the will: Since if from the one we 


may gueſs that properly applied he would have 


been capable of ſhining in any ſphere he had been 


placed in; the other diſcovers a propenſity to 
every thing that is good. Not only a ſtrict moral 


Man but an exemplary Chriſtian, he has an uni- 
verſal benevolence for all Mankind, In ſhort it 
may truly be faid, that with regard to intential 


good his head and his heart are never at odds, 


And yet with all theſe virtuous and ſenſible quali- 


ties there are ſome viſible defects in both. His de- 


ſtire of ſeeing all Men as good as he labours to be 
himſelf makes him inſupportably peeviſh to thoſe 
who are not ſo; and his love of truth, which makes 
him often miſtake good · breeding for inſincerity, 
and therefore hurries him into an offenſive affecta- 
tion of bluntneſs, puts it out of his power to 
make them otherwiſe. With goodneſs to a fault 
he is humble to inconſiſtency. For while he la- 


Hours to enhance and raiſe his virtues in the ſight 


of 
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of God by his own mean opinion of them, he de- 
preſſes and forfeits his ſenſe in a thouſand childiſh 
ways to the eyes of the world by rating it too high, 
L | Tho? a very good writing-maſter what he chiefly 
excells in is accompts. He has happily hit upon a 
new and eaſier way of working ſome few rules in 
arithmetic, and the vanity with which this little 
excellence is ſwoln in his heart, too narrow for 
every thing but naked piety, boils up to his very 
brain and intoxicates the whole Man: Inſomuch 
that there is great danger, if I may be allow'd the 
metaphor, of his drowning a world of ſolid merit 
in a ſea of froth. If you aſk him a queſtion on 
ever ſo important or indifferent a ſubject it is much 
if he don't anſwer you with a numerical problem. 
_ His conſciouſneſs of being a good figuriſt renders it 
difficult to convince him that is not as good a 
— Merchant, Lawyer, Phyſician, Soldier, Stateſman, 
Philoſopher and even Divine; when but for the 
hopes I retain of his recovery from this profound 
dream, I ſhould fear that he will ſoon ceaſe to be 
both a good companion and a good Man. And yet - 
Notwithſtanding all theſe excreſcencies I think no 
Man at preſent more worthy the reſpect eſteem and 
friendſhip of all who know him than Claudio, if I 
— w e 
That one is Honorio, whoſe extraordinary 
worth the happy years I lived under his wing 
_ - afforded me frequent opportunities of becoming 
thoroughly acquainted with. What is aſtoniſhing, 
for a nobleman, he has both excellent parts and a 
great deal of learning: And what is more aſtoniſn- 
ing ſtill, he is poſſeſt of the quinteſſence of honour 
unborrow'd from titles. Not a great Man becauſe 
a lord, the excellence of his underſtanding and 
probity led rather than raiſed him to the peerage: 
The firſt of his illuſtrious family rewarded with a 
Ss. "7 - coronet, 
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coronet, he is behind none of his anceſtorg:in he — 
worth which deſerves one; and the glory:to-which 


his great and good qualities have lifted this race 7 
and name in his own perſon can receive no other 
augmentation than that of additional ermin. And 


yet not all this tide of ſplendor can hurry him to 


pride or meanneſs: But ſafely ſteering from either 


extreme along the mid- ſtream of dignity, he can 
ſtoop with courteſy to the perſon the moſt abject 


who has virtue and ſenſe, while with contempt he 


overlooks folly or vice in the higheſt eminence. 


Humanity ſeems to have taken up her favourite 
ſeat in his boſom ; and all other virtues in concert 
with wiſdom ſeem to have entrench'd themſelves 
in his heart to reign ſecure from the attacks or ſur- 
priſes of a vicious idiot world. It will ſeem an 
hyperbole in a peer when I add that he is not only 
a nice Chriſtian in his own practice, but zealous in 


the propagation of the Chriſtian name both at 


home and abroad in the way he thinks right; and 
with the art of frequenting a court untainted by it's 
vices, he has the happy ſecret to make his own 
manſion a chapel of eaſe without the form of one, 
by the ſanctity of his manners, the purity of his 
converſation, and the ſtrength of his example. In 
ſhort he almoſt excels my adverſary's ideal Phi- 
lanthropus, and is very near as perfect a being. as 
human nature can aſpire to: The beſt of huſbands, 
the beſt of fathers, the beſt of guardians, the beſt 
of ſubjects, and to every one, who has the leaſt 
pretenſion to merit, the beſt of friends. Still Ho- 
norio has his foibles: He is a little diſpoſed to carry 
politics to party, and ſuffers his religion to lean a a 
little to bigotry. An exceſs of loyalty to the 
prince he loves make him backward to oppoſe the 
-meaſures of a miniſter he diſapproves; and preju- 
dice for the ſect he was educated in rs 
838 i | | labour 
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1 convince himſelf that the faith he 
Profeſſes is right, than to examin impartially whether 
tit really is ſo or not. So that this excellent Man, 
with the moſt generous zeal for the good of bis 
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| country and religion, truſts the one to fancy and +1 
| — —A 1 
| What a pity is it, and at the ſame time what a 1 
: deplorable fatality on that ſex, that the moſt amia- | 
8 ble and the moſt glorious characters among them 


ſhould be thus ſurrounded with oddities! But it is 
even ſo; and inconſiſtency is ſo inſeparably blend- 
ed with their nature that they would ceaſe to be 
Men could they be all of a piece. * 3/06 
Where ſhall we find among the Men that uni- 
form grandeur of ſoul which is ſo univerſally ad- 
mired in Clarilla. Ever the ſame inflexibly good 
and always diſcreet, her wiſdom and virtue know 
no alteration but the improvement which every 
day produces in her mind and heart, The beauty of 
her external frame is ſuch as Angels would make 
choice of in an earthly embaſly, to make themſelves 
more welcome; and then her ſoul ſeems form'd of 
the ſame heavenly ſubſtance theirs are. All ſpirit 
life and intuition, her very look is ſenſe, her 
words are emanations of intelligence, and all her 
actions thought. Miſtreſs of every uſeful know- 
| ledge ſcience can impart, and more the miſtreſs of 
herſelf, tho? born to outſhine the brighteſt geniuſes 
the letter'd world is lit by, like cloiſter'd ſaints ſhe 
courts obſcurity behind the veil of modeſty, Her 
beauty, ſenſe, and learning contribute no more to 
make her forward or aſſuming than her reſerve 
does to make her ſolemn, formal or affected. But 
gay with a becoming gravity, affable with dignity, 
and ſocial with decorum, whether ſilent or ſpeak- 
ing ſhe is ever affording inſtruction while intent to 
receive it. Such grace and meaning animate her 
e VT ſpeech 
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Our the wiſdom ſhe is big with and looks the ſaint 
The __ In her the very pantings of the heart are 


1 Ipeech and pace, that all ſhe ſays or does breathes 


virtues: For every virtue has a manſion there. 


But ftill benevolence, Chriſtian benevolence, like 


the noon-day orb gives life and light to all the reſt, 


and like that too ſheds it's unbounded influence on 


good and bad alike. For Clarilla is a Chriſtian, 
And an o0bſervant one too, not by chance, caprice, 
o os 2-44 oo FN K 6 
of ies ce but inſpiration and conviction; and 
c 


fo cloſe a copy of her Saviour that ſhe is all to all 


to gain all, honouring the wiſe with eſteem, 
diſtinguiſhing the good with her friendſhip, and 
TY Ae tho bad with tenderneſs, indulgence and 

, mercy. It is enough to be poor, or acted to 
obtain relief from her; and more than enough to 


be fick, in priſon, or diſtreſs, to merit the bleſſing 


of her: ſight and aſſiſtance. The widow the or- 


: Fuse and oppreſt find made up in her the loſs of a 
Huſband a father and a friend; and if all human 


nature feel not the effects of her unlimited bounty, 


dis for want of her having a fortune to ſupply all, 


and hands to Faster it. And yet ſhe ſufters not 
the money and time ſhe beſtows on the neceſſitous 
to injure the circumſtances of her family, or break 


in upon her duties to it. She is as induſtrious in 
her œconomy at home as ſhe is liberal in her 


charities abroad. And the prudence with which 


ſhe diſtributes her pity enables her to be ſo. She 
has a time for the embelliſhment of her mind, a 


time for the affairs of her houſe, a time for con- 
verſation with her domeſtic friends and out-door 


acquaintance, a time for the relief of her neighbour, 
and a time for her innocent relaxation; and tho? the 
purity of her intention makes all theſe but ſo many 


varied ſcenes of prayer, ſhe can ſtill find a time 
to allot more eſpecially to private devotion. By 
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diff poſed to think ſo. 


i 1 5 
theſe ſigacious meafis ſhe has gain'd a 2 i 
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facility of acting ſucceflively * part of a 
virtuous, careful, tender wife to her hufband, a 
diſcreet and indulgent 1 to her children, a 
her ſervants, an inftruRite 5 
entertaining companion to her friends and acquain- 
tance, an univerfal benefactreſs to human nature, 
a judicious friend to herſelf, and not only a uſeful 
ſubject to the ſtate, but a fajchful ſervant to | her God. 
All which ſhe is without the leaſt vanity of osten 155 
tation. Rather if ſhe has any fault it is that f 
being too anxious to hide fo much exemplar 7 
worth; which envy dares not blaſt nor ſuſpicion 
call in doubt; which adverſity could never affect 
but with fortitude, nor proſperity but with hum- 
bleneſs: So very humble that tho“ learned and 
wiſe to admiration none can labour leſs to appear 
ſo, and tho? good to a derfection none can be leſs 
n ſhort, the lowlineſs of 
opinion, ſhe has of herſelf makes her conſtrue the 
jaſt praiſes ſhe receives from friends into inſtructive 
 reproofs, as the univerſal generoſity of her wiſhes 
to others makes her ſoften into accident or over- 


gracious miſtreſs to 


ſight the injuries ſhe receives from her enemies, 


For enemies ſhe has, but they are ſuch only as it 


would be a difgrace not to be at yariance with, 


= ſuch as Providence has proyided her with on | 
ſe to point out the excellence of her charity 
in ging which ſhe does wich as much chear- 


fulneſs as if ſhe ſtood ever fo much in need of for- 


. ; tho” at the ſame ſhe is perpetually 


udious to live fo free from faults and the want of 
pardon herſelf, as if ſhe was derermin'd never to 


Brant it to others. 


How many other inuftrious ladies now living 
might I not name of no leſs ſhining characters 
than Clarilla, But I content myſelf with this one 


Oz noble 


noble inſtance of Womanly worth, ſufficient of it- 
ſelf to make the whole oppoſit ſex. chafe with envy 
for want of ſouls capable of reaching ſo much real 
excellence. For real it is, however the narrowneſfs 
of ſome Men's minds may diſpoſe them to look 
upon it as a fiction. Have not the Men then the 


greateſt reaſon. to be aſhamed of their unjuſt uſur- 


pation of ſuperiority over us, who can ſhew ſo 
Fietl title to even an equality of merit in head or 
in heart? What tho? by brutal ſtrength of body 
they have diſtrain'd all the goods of it and appro- 
priated all the power of them to themſelves ; have 
they thence ſufficient grounds to believe. them- 

| ſelves ſole maſters or even poſſeſſors of the riches 
of the ſoul? Are the Women therefore to be in- 
cluded in the lawleſs uſurpation as creatures made 
only for their uſe? I am very confident, if they 
think ſo, they would be much more firmly con- 
vinced of the contrary were all authority lodged 
in our hands as it was amongſt the Amazons. 
But after all, if the Men are obſtinately bent on 
imagining that they are endow'd with a greater 
capacity for wiſdom, and a greater propenſity 
to virtue than our ſex is; be it ſpoken to 
their neyer-ending ſhame, that they omit no in- 
duſtry to ſtifle their capacity, and give that pro- 
penſity a contrary bias; while to their immortal 
plory the generality of Women improve their ta- 
lents, whether great or little, to a much better uſe 
than the beſt of the other ſex. And as for the few 
Women who make an ill uſe of the favours be- 
ſtow'd on them by nature, let ſuch of the Men as 
are guiltleſs throw the firſt ſtone of vengeance at 
them. But then as the Men have ſo much the 
power of revenge in their own hands, let them ſet 

- down ſatisfied with glutting their cruelty at the 
- Expence of the few bad Yomen who merit their 
CTV indig nation, 
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indignation, without extending their undiſtinguiſn- 
ing fury to the wiſe and virtuous many who deſerve 


their profoundeſt reſpect. Tho? let their provo= 
cation be ever ſo great, as I am apt to think that 


the nobleſt revenge a Voman can load the Man 
with who injures her is to expoſe him to infamy 


by ſuch a greatneſs of behaviour as may attract 
Her the admiration of the world; ſo I am fatigfied 


that the wiſeſt moſt effectual vengeance a Man 
could inflict on a Woman who wrong'd him would 
be to force by his conduct all the world to upbraid 
her while he forbore to do it himſelf. Tho ſeverity 
may ſometimes ſeem abſolutely requiſit; it can 


never be conſiſtent with either juſtice or prudence 


to apply it till mildneſs and good uſage have been 
found by experience ineffectual to reclaim her. 
There are indeed ſome injuries a Man may and 
now and then does receive from a wife which ſcarce 
any ſatisfaction can atone for; but then before 
a Woman be charged with thoſe let evidence appear 
againſt her; and let not dubious ground or the 
ſormiſes of jealouſy ſupply the place of conviction. 
If the vanity of ſome and the malice of others 
is made the rule of judgment what virtue can be 
ſafe? Arioſto's Bradamante, Gonſalo's Auriſtilla, 
and Shakeſpeare's Othello are ſufficient to ſhew how 
prone jealouſy is to give appearance the upper 
hand of truth, to the grievous and utrer oppreion 
of the moſt ſpotleſs innocence, 
| Was it poſſible for the Men to diveſt themſelves 
of jealouſy and malice ; they would find as little 
room to complain of the virtue of Women as they 
have reaſon to ynder- rate our capacity, But for 
the prolixity of running thro the records of time, it 
would be eaſy to make appear, that Women have 
never yielded to the Men in any thing that is good or 
great, but have ofeen Arpa them in both, They 
| have 


2 of virtue and genius; and their wit as well as their 


vern'd the greateſt empires with a moderation dig» | 
nity and wiſdom not to be exceeded; and numbers 
| have adminiſter'd juſtice with an integrity equal 
to that of an Athenian judge, and a fagacity no- 
thing inferior to that of a Hebrew monarch. How ¾] / 
many have, by the intrepidity of their conduct and 


ſafety to their nation, tranquility to their people, and 
a peaceful crown to their huſbands! And how many 


the field, or with more than heroic bravery ren- 
der'd the walls of a city impregnable, by the 
courage with which their preſence and example has 
animated the champions who are defending it! 1 
could mention legions of ladies whoſe immaculate mi 
purity has been proof againſt the moſt dreadful 


| have triumph d over vice and infidelity amidſt the 
moſt excruciating tortures, I could name almoſt an 
infinity of others who have ſurpaſs'd the Men in 


Ptofound myſteries of nature, penetrated through 

the abſtruſeſt ſecrets of policy, refined morality to 
it's niceſt purity, and raiſed themſelves to the 
higheſt peak of Chriſtian'perfetion, 


this little Treatiſe confines me to, I could from 
the fingle evidence of Hiftory, which is ſo much 


.. ry round my whole ſex, as would ſuffice to render 


; 1 
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ave on many occaſions ſhewn à greater exeellenek | 


judgment has ever ſhone with brighter luſtre in 
parallel circumftances. Many have glorioufly go- 


the ſtrength of their parts, reſtor'd honour and 


have raiſed the glory of Arms by their valour in 


menaces and'Qazzling promiſes of tyranny and 


power ; and Who with aſtoniſhing greatneſs of ſoul 


their erudition and familiarity with every laudable 
feience, who have fathom'd the moſt uſeful and 
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In a word, if it was not for the narrow limits 
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perverted to debaſe us, throw ſuch a dazzling glo- 
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and daring of the Men. However what I omit 
at preſent I may poſſibly make up hereafter, by 
giving a parallel Hiſtory of the moſt eminent per- 
ſons of both ſexes in paſt ages, for virtue or vice. 
In the mean time what I have here barely hinted 
will to ſuffice to convince the moſt obſtinate of that 
ſex who have any ſenſe left, that if the Men have 
by fraud and violence gain'd a ſuperiority of power 
over us; we ſtill retain our original ſuperiority of 
ſenſe and virtue over them: And if they are not 
aſhamed of truth they muſt own that the beſt. 
qualities they are maſters of give them no more title 
to an equality with us in the perfections of ſoul, 
than their homely aukward figures can juſtify 
their vyeing with us in the charm of perſonal 


a 


beauty and graces, 
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